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TO THE READER. 



In offering a Translation of Homer's Iliad to 
the notice of the public, the author feels it in- 
cumbent upon him abundantly to apologize; 
premising that it was begun many years since, 
and continued occasionally during a life of re- 
tirement as an amusement rather than with .any 
view to publication. By what motives he may 
have been induced to add one to the versions 
which have been, given in the English language 
it hi not material to relate ; nor, if related, could 
it be presumed that others should see in them 
sufficient reason fer obtruding it on the world, 
what influence soever they might have on his 
own mind. It may be necessary, however, to 
make mention of the several translations of 
Homer which have already appeared. They 
are in number five, by the following authors, — 
Chapman, Hobbes, Ogilby, Pope, and Cowper. 
It is by no means the intention, nor indeed 
could it well be expected, that the author of 
the present should give his opinion, or endea- 
vour to point out their respective merits, — still 
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less to animadvert on theit errors: they are 
before a discerning public, most of them, in- 
deed, long since, and have assuredly been duly 
appreciated by those better qualified to deliver 
a more impartial judgement. It has been said 
that the business of a translator is to enter so 
fully by attention and study into the mind of 
his original, that he may, as it were, look on 
every thing with the same eyes, and feel with 
the same soul. The author of the following 
attempt to render into English blank verse the 
sublime work of the father of poetry, is indeed 
far, very far from presuming to think that he 
his seen with the same eyes, or felt with the 
same soul as his original. But he certainly has 
made it his endeavour to ehter in some degree 
into the spirit of his author,* to give his mean- 
ing, though he may have deviated in words ; 
careful to the best of his ability to preserve that 
venerable cast of antiquity, that simplicity and 
dignity of character and manner peculiar to 
Homer. At the same time the translator can- 
not but be well aware that in the more difficult 
and obscure passages of an antient Greek poet, 
he may in various instances have either miscon- 
ceived or misunderstood his author; and if he 
has inadvertently omitted any material part. 
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or indiscreetly added to the sentiments or ex- 
pressions so as to do him discredit, he has to 
claim from the liberality and candour of the 
learned that indulgence which so laborious an 
undertaking and so difficult a work might natu* 
rally lead him to expect. If from this attempt 
others should be incited to look into and study 
the original with more minute attention, he shall 
not think his pains altogether thrown away, or 
his labour misapplied : and if any one more 
competent should from hence be induced to 
employ his superior acquirements in giving a 
more fe^ithful and correct, and at the same time 
a truly poetical version of the Iliad, no incon- 
siderable advantage will thence accrue to Eng- 
lish literature in general, and to poetry in parti- 
cular ; since from this immortal work of Homer, 
poetry, both the art and the spirit of it, is, by 
the concurring opinion and acknowledgement of 
mankind 9 almost wholly and solely to be de- 
rived. 

The translator cannot close this address 
tvithout noticing an omission of some lines in 
the description of the sacrifice in the Second 
Book, which from oversight were not inserted 
in the copy transcribed for the press ; it should 
have been the same as that in the first book. 
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to which the reader is referred : in the original 
they are both the same. Indeed, in many in- 
stances speeches, descriptions, simiiies, &c. are 
repeated in Homer, for which repetition we 
may presume he had good reason, though it 
has not escaped censure. But in a translation 
such omission ought assuredly not. to have been 
made ; at the same time, if it were permitted 
him to form a wish, it would be, that, in the 
mode and manner of killing, preparing, and 
dressing victims for sacrifice, no such minute 
repetition had occurred; and that one detail 
of circumstances, neither very pleasing nor 
poetical, had been deemed by Homer himself 
folly sufficient for the infonnation of foture 
times in this religious ceremony, supposed to 
have been in use at the siege of Troy. 
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SinjG, Muse, th« fatal Wrath of Peleus' son. 
Which to the Greeks uiinumbVed evils brought. 
And many heroes to the realms of night 
Sent premature ; and gave their limbs a prey 
To dogs and birds : for such the will of Jove, 5 
When fierce contention rose between the chiefs, 
Achilles, and Atrides king of men* 

Say first who caus'd this most pernicious feud. — ^ 
Latona*s son ; who, with the king enrag'd. 
Sent pestilential sickness through the host, 10 

Avenging the dishonour of his priest 
Chryses, a suppliant at the Grecian fleet. 
With ransom large bis daughter to release : 
The sceptre of Apollo in his hand 
He bore ; and to the Greeks addressed his pray'r; I St 
To Atreus' sons, chief captains of the host. 
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2 THE ILIAD. I. 

^* Ye sons of Atreus^ and ye Grecian chiefs^ 
" May the gods favour your victorious arms^ 
*^ And grant you safe return! Yet hear my pray'r: 
^' Refstore my daughter, and her ransom take ; 20 
^^ And reverence Apollo, sprung from Jove.'' 

The Greeks vt^ith one consent their vt^ish de«- 
clard 
The priest to honour and accept the gifts : 
Not such the mind of Atreus' wariike son. 
Who with reproach dismiss'd, and threat severe. 25 

^' Let me not find thee loitering at oQr ships ; 

Nor shall thy age, shouldst thou return again. 

Nor sceptre of thy god, protect thee here ; 
^* I will not let her go, till worn with age, 

In Argos, in our house, she ply the loom, 30 

The partner of my bed : hence then, begone, 
^ Nor wake my anger, wouldst thou safe depart.** 

He spake ; when Chryses trembled, and obey'd : 
Silent, he hastened to the boistei*ous shore. 
And thus to Phoebus, from Latona sprung 35 

Bright-hair'd, preferred his pray'r : " Thy servant 

^' hear, 
" God of the silver bow ; whom Cylla feir 
" And Tehedos obey : if, with pure hands, 
" To thee I Ve paid the grateful sacrifice ; 
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^^ And with just rites thy sacred aitbrs crown'd^ 
^^ Hear me, O hear ! soon may the Greeian host 
*^ Deeply reglret toy unavailing 

Thus Chryses ; and Apollo h^rdliis plaint^ 
And swift descended from Olympus' height ; 
His bow and arrows rattled at his side : 49 

Downward he heat hiis way ; as night he mov'd 
Baneful, and sent hi^ fatskl arrows forth : 
Dire was the clangor of the silver boi^. 

First the contagion, to inferior beasts 
Confined, the dogs and inules alone destroyed; 50 
Then men a prey to his relentless ire 
Fell ; and incessant burnt the funeral pile. 
Nine days the fatal shafts with Yorce increased 
Were scattered through the host: when, on the 

tenth, 
Achilles summoned all the Gr^an chiefs^ 5d 

Warn'd by the watchful care of h^v^n*s high Que^ j 
Who saw and deeply sorrowed at their fate: 
To whom, assembled, thus AchilleslBpake : 

Must we, then, measure back our wandering 
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'^ Atrides, if we thus may death escape ; 6o 

*^ Since pestilence and war united rage, 

'^ And thin our ranks ? Let us forthwith consult 
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Some prophet well instructed ; some wise seer^ 
Interpreter of dreams, oft sent fVom Jove; 
Who may cU^re, why dread Apollo thus 65 
Pours his displeasure on us; whether vows 
" Neglected, or imperfect sacrifice, 
^^ Give just offence : how we may best remove, 
^^ By service due, this dire calamity.*^ 

Thus spake Achilles. Calchas then uprose, 7^ 
Skiird in mysterious knowledge of events 
Past, present, and to come : whose potent art, 
U'he gift of Phoebus, to the Trojan shores 
Conducted safe the numerous fleet of Greece : 
Who thus his speech addressed : "Favour'd of heav*n, 
Achilles, ypu command me to declare *j6 

Why Phoebus, angry, thus afflicts our host. 
'^ Under the sanction, then, of such command, 
^^ I will the cause unfold ; yet, note it well, 

I must thy aid, thy strong protection claim, 80 
And that confirmed by oath : for well I know 
Displeasure waits me, and the wrath of him 
^^ Who bears with us supreme and sov'reign sway; 
Who may dissemble for a while, and wait 
Fit opportunity of time and place 83 

*^ To satiate his revenge : wilt thou protect me ?'* 
To whom Achilles : " Speak, and boldly too. 
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" What thou dost know : for by thy god I swear, 
" By Phoebus, none of all the Grecian host, 
^ Whilst I am living to assert thj|^^se, 90 

*' Shall do thee wrong. No ; not^ffrides' self, 
*^ Who boasts with us supreme and sovereign pow'r.*' 
Encourag'd thus, the blalmeless prophet spake : 
Not for neglected vows, nor sacrifice. 
But that Atrides hath disgraced his priest, 9^ 
Still holds his daughter in captivity, 
Rejecting pray'rs and gifts, doth Phoebus pour 
His wrath upon our host, and yet will pour. 
Nor may the raging pestilence abate. 
Till, to her father's longing arms restor'd, 100 
Unransbm'd, unredeemM, the beauteous maid 
" Have conduct safe ; . and sacrifices due . \ 

'^ In Chrysa's isle appease the offended god,'* 
Thus Calchas, and retir'd : when from his s^at 
Atrides rose; Stern anger knit his brow, 105 

And from his eye-bajls flash'd indignant fire ; 
Calchas he thus address'd : ^* O prophet vile, 
^\ Studious to utter what 1 disapprove ; 
*^ Words inauspicious ever to my views. 

As if Apollo's wrath for this were rous'd, 110 
Because I captive hold the beauteous maid 
Chryseis, and the proffer'd gifts refuse. 
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'^ Not Clytemnestra^ partner of my bed, 

^^ With her may be compard, beyond her sex 

'^ Gifted with^^Uencies manifold, 1 15 

*^ In mind, as^n her form, superior stilj : 

*^ Yet even her, if best, I will restore, 

** To save my people from calamity : ' 

** Shall I then unrewarded be, alone 

^* Of all the Grecian ehie& i^ That may not be; 1:20 

" Nor is it right : prepare me then a gift, 

^^ And instantly, for this, you see, is gone." 

To whom Achilles : ^^ O illustrious chiefs 
^^ Of wealth insatiate ; from what latent store . 
^' May we provide an adequate reward ? 125 

^^ The spoils of captur'd cities are dispersed : 
^^ B|^t6re but this, and with unbounded gifts 
^^ We will reward thee, when great Jove shall give 
^' Tlie Trojan city to our conquering arms.** 

Atriides answer'd : ^' Think not to deceive, 130 

^^ Great as thou art, Achilles, with yain words, 

*^ And empty promises of gifts to come ; 

^^ Shalt thou retain the spoil, whilst I atone, 
« • . . 

^^ At thy command too, yield my valued prize ? 

*•* If then another be prepar'd, in worth 135 

^* Equal, 't is well ; if not, I shall demand 

Or Ajax* prize, or thiae^ or the rich gift 
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Ulyases owns ;- nor shall I heed his rage. 
^^ But this we wilt consider more at large : 
At present^ let a vessel be propar'd> ' 1 40 

Well f urnish'd^ well appointed ; 'and therein 
^^ Place we a hecatomb for sacrifice, 
^' And give safe conduct to the captive maid : 
^^ And further, we appoint to this command 
Ajax, Ulysses, or Idomeneus, 145 

Or thee, Achilles, most renown'd of men ; 
^^ That with due rites and sacrifices meet 
^^ You may appease the anger of the god.** 
A^illes^ sternly looking, thus replied : 
O fraught with insole^nce and crafty wiles! 1 50 
How can we, cheerfully, thy will obey, 
^^ Whether tb form the secret ambuscade, . ^ 
** Or combat danger in the doubtful war ? ^ 
^^ I came not here for any just oiTenoe, ^ 
*\ Or cause of war ; nor do I Trojans b)ame; 155 
^^ For never did they plunder and despoil 
^^ The Phthian cities and their fertile fields ; 

» 

Since tracts immense^ and oceans dangerous. 
Sever my kingdom from the realms of Troy. 
For thee, and for thy feme, O shameless man, l60 
^^ We did embark in thi^ unthankful ^use : 
** Yet now thou wouldst deprive me :of my gift. 
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^^ My well-earn'd gift, the Grecians have bestow'd i 
^^ I never share an equal part with thee, 
" From battle gain'd, or city overthrown ; 1 65 

^^ The shock of arms, the danger of the field, 
" Xhese hands. sustain; but, when partition comes, 
^^ Yqu reap the vantage ; whilst, dear bought, and 
small, 

I to the ships cojivey my humbler prize t 
^^ Know then, to Phthia I a^in return, 1 70 

^^ For so is best ; nor can it be that thou 
" Or wealth or profit reap from my disgrace,'* 

Atrides quick return'd : ^^ Fly hence, begone ; 
^^ I neither court thy.aid, n6r ask thy stay; 
^* Others will pay me honours requisite, 175 

*^ JPrince? and mighty chiefs; but, above all, 
^^ Great Jove, himself, in couhael excellent. 
^* Know then, I hate thee ; for thou dost delight 
^^ *n fierce contention Smd destructive war : 
^^ Though brave,' thy courage is the gift of Heav'n* 
^^ Honie vjrith thy forces and thy ships return; 181 
*' In Phth ia rule^ supreme ; I heed thee not ; 
*^ Thy anger I despise, and tell thee more,-— t 
^^ Since Phoebus fair Chryseis thus reclaims^ 
^* My ships, my friends, shall safe conduct . het 
^^ henc^j 185 
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I 

*^ And from thy tent I will Briseis take, 

" Thy gift; that thou ' mayst know how much 1 

^^ boast 
*^ Superior sWay ; and others hence may fear 
"^* To equdl^ to compare themselves with me.'* 

s 

He spake : when doubtful thoughts the mind en- 
gaged 190 
Of stem AchiUcs, overwhelmed with grief. 
Or from his side to draw his fatal sword. 
And, msliing forward, pien^ the monarch's breast. 
Or check his anger, and his rage &ubdue« 
But,^ whilst he thus dehberating stood, I95 
And grasp'd bis mighty sword, Minerva swift 
Descended, sent by Juno's watchful care. 
To all unseen, invisible, but him ; 
Behind she stood,, and seized his yellow hair. 
Achilles turnM, astoiiish'd j straight he knew '200 
The dazzling splendour of her radiant eye ; ^Mf" 
And thus in h^te addressed the heavenly power : 
*' And art thou come, daughter of Jove supreme, 
*' To view this ihsult ? Soon shall Atreus^ son, 
** For such my fixed purpose, with his life 205 
^^ Pay the just forfeit of his haughty pride.** 

To whom Minerva thus : " From heav'n I come, 
*' To check, if it may be, thy rage ; sent down 
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^^ By Juno, wh/afo both extends her care: 

^^ Cesnae then from wrath^ nor draw thy fetal sword: 

^* With words alone contend, and keen reproach : 

^' The^ time wiU come, iior is it distant fer, . 

^^ When thou shalt amply be repaid for this : 

.^^ Only attend my voice, and curb thy rage." 

Achilles answer'd : " To thy will I bend, 216 
^^ Goddess, though much in£en$'d: the beav^nly 

^^ pow'fs. 
^\ Attend his pray'r, who willingly obeys.** 

He spake ; and on the scabbard fix'd his hand, - 
And sheath'd, bi« mighty sword ; nor disobeyed 
Minerva's high behest } who winged to heav'n 220 
Her rapid flight, the seat of Jave supreipe. 
Nor ceas*d Achilles; but with keen reproach 
And bitter taunts Atrider thus pursued : 

^^ Intemperate, insolent, yet coward base \ 
" Who ,never dar'st ta arm thyself for war, 225 
^^ Or doubtful ambuscade ; who dost prefer 
'^ To plunder of his just reward that man 
^^ Who shall presume to oontrav^ert thy will ; 
f^ Oppressive monavch, of an abject race ; 
^\ To this, thy insult thou canst nothing add. 230 
'^ I tell thee, then, and with an <)ath confirm, 
'^ By this my sf^eptre, which nor leaves shall bear, 
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^^ Nor branjciiei^ on the 10%^ mountain top 
Cut fron^i the parent sto^k ;— emblem of powV 
Now made^ and royalty^ aad chief command^ 235 
Amongst the Greeks^— oath of no mean import^ — 
I^ a» it surety must^ necessity 
^^ Shall urge the Greciafis to im^plore my aid^ 
Whea many fell by Hector*s sUughtVing band ; 
Severe remorse shaft ^tmng thy inmost soul^ 240 
*^ Who hast disgraced the brayest of thy host/' 

He spake^ an4 on the ground his seeptre cast^ 
Studded with gold ; and to his seat retum*d« 
Enrag'd Atride» rose } when with mild words 
^ Sage Nestor interposed ;• through Pylos fam'd 343 
For sdt^ persuasive eloqu^ice of speech ; 
Sweeter than honey flowed his liquid voice ; 
Two generations now had passed away 
Of men ei^dued with i^peech articulate^ * 
Since be the sceptre sway'd ; and o*er a third - 
In Pylos fam'd he reign'd : who thus addressed 
The fierce contending chiefs : " O gracious Heav*n ? 
^^ What dire cafemity o^er Greece impends ! 
'^ How Priiam will exult^ and Priam's sons^ 
'^ When they shall hear of this unhappy feud ! 255 
" You who in council^ who in war excels 
^ Listen th^ voice of reason^ the result 
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'^ Of long experience^ and maturer age ; 
" For I with men of still superior might 
** Have converse held, and they have heard my 
" voice: SGO 

*^ Nor shall these eyes behold such men again ; 
Pyrilhous, £uneus, Polyphemus huge, 
Exadius, Druas, Theseus, mighty chiefe^ 
Tlieseus ^gides, like a god in arms. 
^^ These \*rere the bravest men of mortal race ; S66 
" The mightiest these, who fought with fiercest 

^^ beasts> . 
*^ With rapid Centaurs from the mountain height 
*^ Rushing amain, and fearfully destroyed. 
With such I fought, far from ray native land. 
From Apia, call'd to aid the dang'rous war : 270 
None might with such contend, of mortal race. 
In these degenerate days : great as they were, 
^' They heard my counsel, and obey'd my voice : 
By their example led, hear, and dttend ; 
Neither do thou, great as thou art, deprive 2JS> 
^^ Achilles of the prize the Grecians gave : 
" Nor thou, Achilles, with the king contead 
Adverse ; for never king before obtain'd 
From Jove supreme such honour and renown : 
'^ However brave, and from a goddess sprung, 280 
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'^ Yet Agamemnon bears the chief command. 
*f And you, Atrides, cease your wrath, O cease : 
*^ Let my^ entreaties cause you to forget 
*^ Your. anger with Achilles, and forgive; 
^^ By fate decreed the bulwark of the war/* 286 
. To whom Atrides : " Venerable chief, 
^^ Just are thy words, and what thou sayst is true : 
^^ But that this man would lord it over all; — 
^^ All govern, all command, most absolute, 
" And uncontrord,i — he shall not find it so : 290 
^^ Because endued with more than mortal strength, 
'^ Shall he reproachful and calumnious prove ?" 

Achilles interrupted hastily : 
^^ Indeed I might be deem'd of abject mind, 
'^ Should I to thee in every thing submit. 295 

^^ Issue thy mandates then, but not to me ;— • 
** No longer I; acknowledge thy command : 
^^ And further I declare, and note it well, 
" I will not, to retain this prize, contend 
^^ In arms with thee, opposing force by force : 3o" 
*^ But of my other gifts, deposited 
'*• Within my ships, shouldst thou touch one of them ; 
" Make but the attempt, all present here shall know, 
" This spear, and instantly, «hall end thy life.'* 

b7 



14 THE ILIAD. I. 

Thus they contended ; when the council rose ; 
Achilles, with Patroclus, to his tent 306 

And ships retir'd : meantime Atrides bade 
Prepare a vessel, mann'd, and well equipp'd, 
And^ for due sacrifice, a hecatomb 
To Fhcebus ; and with conduct safe embark'd 310 
The feir Chryseis, to the prudent care 
Consigned of wise Ulysses, who forthwith 
Through ocean's pathless waters steer'd his course. 

To Phoebus now (lustration duly made 
Throughout the host) they sacrifice prepared, 315 
From herds and numerous flocks ; whole hecatombs 
In order meet : from the deep-sounding shore. 
The fragrance, wrapt in smoke, ascends the sky. 

Thus they were occupied. Nathless the king 
Ceas'd not, determin'd still to execute 320 

The fatal purpose of his angry mind : 
But caird Talthibius and Euribates, 
His faithful heralds, whom he thus addressed : 
Heralds, proceed you to Achilles' tent 

Without delay ; and take Briseis thence : 325 
*^ If he should dare refuse, we will ourselves, 
" Duly attended, come ; inform him so.** 

Sternly he spake. They by the winding shore 
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Went^ with no willkig minds ; and at his tent , 
Found him reclining, griev'd at their approach. 330 
With reverential awe and feaf ther stood 
Silent : not uninform'd^ Achilles spake': 

^^ Hail^ blameless messengers of gods and meh^ 
^^ Approach ; I Agamemnon blame^ not you^ 
^ Who for my prize Briseis sent you Jiere : 335 
" Lead her then forth^ Patrodus, I entreat, 
^^ And to their care commend : I call you both 
To witness^ before heaVnly powers, and men. 
And this relentless king; if to my aid, 340: 

In this dread war, you needs mtist hare lecourse, 
" Yet sure wth blind pernicious rage he bums, 
^ Improvidetit ; nor at his ships foresees 
^* Impending ruin and disastrous war." 

He said : Patroclus from the inmost tent 
Led forth, and to their prudent care consigh'd 345 
The fair Briseis : to the Grecian fleets 
Her, much unwilling, they conduct along. 
And sorrowing much. But, from his friends retired, 
Achilles sought the shore ; and o^er the main 
Bending his view, thus with uplifted hands 350 
Addressed his parent, goddess of the sea : 
" Parent immortal, hear thy short-liv'd son ! 
*^ O had the Fates and mighty Jove ordain'd 
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*^ A greater share of honour ! now disgraced 

^' By Agamemnon^ who my prize hath torn 355 

^^ Forcibly from me ; I implore thy aid." 

He spake deep-^sighing. Him his mother heard^ 
Sitting with Nereus^ in the depths profound : 
Quick rising like a cloudy she touched bis hand ' ' 
Caressing^ and with kindest words addressed : 36o 
My son, why weepest thou ? what newer grief 
Afflicts thy mind, and that unknown to me ? ' 
^^ Conceal it not j speak, that we both may know.** 
Sighing he answered: " Parent much beloved, 
" Thou knowest all things ; why need I relate ? 365 
^^ We took Eetion's sacred city Thebes, 
^^ And hither brought the spoil; the assembled* 

^' Greeks 
^^. To each respective chief his prize assigned : 
*^ To Agamemnon first, Chryseis fair ; 
^^ Her father, priest of dread Apollo, camQ 3 70 

'^ A^humble suppliant to the Grecian fleet, 
*^ With ransom large, his daughter to release. 
" The sceptre of Apollo in his hand 
*^ He bore, and to the Greeks addressed his prayV ; 
^^ To Atreus' sons, chief captains of th^ host. 375* 
" The Greeks approv'd, in honour of the god; 
^^ Not so their haughty chief: with threat severe. 
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^^ And keen reproach, the suppliant he dismissed : 
*^ Retir'd^ displeasM^ he pray'd : Apollo heard ; 
*^ And, for he lov'd him, granted his request: 380 
*^ Then from his fatal bow the arrows flew 
^^ Nightly, and through the camp the people died : 
^^ Calchas, for divination &m*d and skill 
^^ In mysteries divine, tjie cause revealM.: 
^^ I first commanded to appease the god ; 385 

^^ This mov'd Atrides' wrath, who quickly rose, 
" Denouncing menaces now put in force : 
^^ Chryseis to her father he restor'd, 
^^ Widi conduct safe ; and added various gifts : 
^^ And from my tent the heralds now are gone, 39O 
« With fair Briseis, my much^valued prize. 
^^ Assist me, O assist ! to heav'n ascend. 
And prostrate at the throne of mighty Jove, 
With supplication strong, his aid, invoke ; 
^^ If ever thou hast rendered service due, 39* 

^^ By word or deed, such as may claim return. 
For oft, exulting, have I heard you say, 
That you alone, of all th' immortal gods, 
^^ Did aid Saturnian cloud-compelling Jove, 
^^ When Juno, Neptune, Pallas, all Combined 400 
^^ To hold in chains the potent King of heav'n. 
You then released him, aided by the strength 
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^^ Of Briareus^ whom men ii^geon call^ 

With all his hundred hands : he &st by Jove 
In might exulting sat : with fear oppressed, 405 

^^ The gods desisted^ and Jove reign'd supreme. 

^^ Embrace his knees with supplication due ; 

*^ Recall your former service to his mind ; 

*^ Implore his aid ; that Troy he now assist^ 

^^ And at their ships overwhelm the Grecian host ; 

^^ That these may feel a vain reliance plac'd 411 

" In Agamemnon ; he his error know^ 

" Who hath disgraced the bravest of the Greeks." 
Thetis replied, shedding the frequent tear : 
Alas, my son, ill-fated as thou art! 415 

Why at the ships thus overwhelm'd with grief. 
Since short and fleeting are thy destined years? 
Yet art thou most unhappy. O my son, 

^* With omen inauspicious I thee bare 

And adverse fate : now to the snow-clad top 420 
Of high Olympus, to relate this tale 
Ot woe, and move the mighty Thunderer, 
I hasten : you meantime, howe'er incens'd, 

*^ Here at the ships remain, and shun the war. 
For Jupiter, beyond old Ocean's reign, 435 . 

Where dwelleth ^Ethiopia's blameless race, 

'^ Is gone, with all the attendant deities : 
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*' On the twelfth liiorn he will to heav'n return ; 

^^ Then to the eternal palace I will go, 

^^ Embrace his knees, and urge my just request." 

Thus having said, she left him on the shore, 431 
Still breathing vengeance for the beauteous maid, * 
His gift, unjustly by Atrides seiz'd. 
Meanwhile to Chrysa's isle Ulysses came. 
Bringing due sacrifice ; the spacious port '. 435 

EntVing, they strike the mast, and furl the sail; 
And, plying hard the cumbrous oar, an-ive 
The station to, and moor with anchor fast : 
Then, disembarking, to the sacred fane 
Chryseis and the victims safe conduct : 440 

Ulysses to the father's hand restored 
The captive maid, and by the altar plac'd ; 
And said, " Hail, Chryses^ by Atrides sent, 
" I bring your daughter, with due sacrifice 
^^ To Phoebus ; that we may his wrath appease : 445 
'^ And from our host avert his just revenge.*^ 

Chryses with joy receiv'd his much-lov'd child. 
Now on the altar, rang'd in order meet, . 
The victims they prepar'd and sacred cates : 
Then wash'd they : when, with pure uplifted hands^ 
To Phoebus, Chryses thus his pray'r addressed ; 45 1 
" God of the silver bow, thv servant hear I 
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" Thou, who proteetest with thy powgrfbl arm 
^* Chrysa, and Tenedos^ and Cylla fair : 
" Whilom thoa heard'st me when I sought thy 
"aid; 466 

And, punishing the Grredks, didst honoiir mfe : 
Once more^ O hear ! and from the Grrecian host 
" Thy heavy wrath and sore displeasure turn." 

Apollo heard, and granted his request. 
Due supplicsUion made, the cated they throw; 46a 
Now some the victims slain with care divide ; 
Others in pieces cut each several joint ; 
These, wrapt in fat, for sacrifice prepared, 
Chryses receiving on the altar plac'd, 
And pour'd the rich libation : then with fire , 465 
Roasting, th* attendant youths their task perfoi-m'd: 
This labour finished, all partook the feast. 
Hunger and thirst removed, with generous wine 
They crown the goblets ; festive mirth prevails ; 
And song, and grateful hymn to Phoebus' praise, 4/0 
Protract the day ; with shouts the air resounds : 
He, pleas'd, attentive listens to their song. 
The sun now set, and darkness spread amund, 
Stretch'd at their ships, in sleep they pass'd the 

nights 
And, when the rosy-finger'd morn appter'd, 4^5 



I. 



THE ILIAD. ai 



Back to the Grecian camp they steer'd lAkmr rauzse^ 
With &yourabIe gales by Phoebus sent. 
The swelling sail now filPd^ the brazen prow^ 
Resounding^ white upturned the purple wave^ 
Foaming, as swiftly through the sea they pass'd. 480 
Now at the wide-extended camp of Greece 
Arriv'd^ they haul the vessel on the^trond 
Secure ; and to their tents and ships return. 
Achilles^ unrelenting, at bis ships 
j^emain'd, nor to the war nor council came : 485 
Although in war, in arms, 'hove mortal man, 
His soul delighted, and in battle liv'd. 

Now the twelfth mom arose, and all the gods 
To high Olympus mov'd ; Jove led the way : 
When Thetis, mindftil of her son^s request,* 4QO 
Emei^ng from the sea, at early dawn 
Ascended up to heaven. Satumian Jove 
Apart, above the rest, in awful state 
Enthroned, she found on high Olympus' top : 
Him she approached ; her left embraced his knees, 
Her right his chin ; and suppliant thus she spake: 

'^ Paternal Jove ! if, or by word or deed^ 
" I have due service rend'red, grant my prayV : 
*^ Honour my son, whose days, so Fates decree, 
^' Are fewest amongst men ; now much disgraced. 
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'^ And by Atrides of his gift deprived : 

Do thou, Olympian Jove, in wisdom great. 
Heap deathless honour on my short-Iiv'd son : 
Still crown with victory the Trojan arms. 
Till, with due rev'rence and respect, the Greeks 
" Shall on him pour accumulated gifts." 506 

She spake : but silent cloud-compelling Jove 
Long sat in thought profound. Embracing still 
His knees, still suppliant, Thetis urg'd her pray*r : 
" Grant my request, and nod unfeign'd assent; 610 
Or, for thou fearest none, refuse my boon : 
That I may know how lightly I 'm esteemed, 
'^ Of all the gods, most wretched, most despiskd-** 

When thus, in anger, mighty Jove replied : 
*^ Disgraceful works! that you impel me thus 61 S 
'^ With Juno to contend ; whose kefen reproadi, 
*^ And bitter taunts, I frequently endure, 
" For that I aid the Trojan host in fight. 
^^ Retire in haste, lest Juno see you here : 

What you request, I surely will perform, 520 
And solemnly confirm with awfiil nod ; 
^^ Amongst immortal gods, undoubted sign 
" And confirmation of my will supreme : 
^^ To change not subject, not fallacious, 
" Not ineffectual, where I nod assent." 525 
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He spake^ and nodded with his awful brow ; 
From his immortal head th' ambrosial hair 
Deep flowing wav'd ; and from its lofty top 
Olympus trembled to its utmost base. 

The consult ended^ from Olympus* height 630 
Thetis descended to the watVy main : 
To heav'n, his lofty habitation^ 
Great Jove proceeded : all the gods uprose. 
With awe respectftil, and due reverence. 
Before their gen'ral father, from their thrones 535 
To greet his glad return to highest heav'n : 
Enthroned in majesty supreme he sat. 

Not unobserved by Juno^s watchful eye 
The silver-footed Thetis counsel held 
With Jove; whom thus reproaching she addressed: 
*^ Who of the gods, deceitful as thou art, 641 

" Hath counsel held in secret, and alone ? 
^^ When I am absent thou delightest most 
" Some sudden resolution to adopt ; 
*^ With me unwilling to communicate, 645 

*^ Or tell the fix'd intention of thy mind.'* 

Her answered thus the sire of gods and men: 
" Think not to know whatever I design, 
^^ Dear as thou art, and wife to mighty Jove : 
" What is expedient, none of all the gods, 650 
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^^ Or men, shall know ere thou art well inform'd ; 

^^ But what in secret I have pr«-ordain'<J, 

^^ Seek not hent^forth to know, or to inquire.** 

Juno^ of aspect venerable, thus 
Replied: ^^ O too severe, Saturhian Jove ! 555 

^^ What hast thou said ? Henceforth I nor inquire, 
^^ Nor search, what thou in wisdom shalt conceal ; 
^^ Yet much I fear the silver-footed dame, 
" Daughter of Nereus, hath with art prevail'd : 

Early she came, and, suppliant at thy tiirone, 56o 

Urg'd her reqiiest ; which you by nod confirm'd. 
^^ I dread lest you, in honour of her son, 
^^ Should heap destruction on the Grecian host.** 

Jove answ'red : ^^ You my purposes divine, 
^^ And penetrate my views ; yet what avail ? 56i 
^^ Rather, you urge me thoughts to entertain 
^^ Severe and harsh, thoughts hostile to thy peace : 
^^ Submissive then obey my just decrees : 
^^ If my displeasure you but once awake, 
^^ Nut all the host of heav'n shall jprotect thee.** 5^0 

He spake : but Juno, greatly fearing, sat 
Silent, though ang'red, and repress'd her grief; 
Whilst indignation seiz*d the host of heav*n ; 
When Vulcan, architect divine, address'd 
Th* offended gods, and sooth'd his mother's mind : 
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^^ O dire disgrace ! npr w^W tp be en4ur*d, 
" That you for man such fierce conteation inov«> 
^^ And in immortal breaats. 9uch tumult raise ! 
^^ Where then the pleasure of our fefitiye boards 

If evil thus prevail ? Let me persuade &80 

My mother^ of herself intelligent, 
^^ That she due rev'rence to our father yields 
^^ As meet ; nor thus disturb our genial feast^ 
" Contentious ; lest the potent Thunderer 
^^ Heap undistinguished ruin on our heads : 58& 
^^ With accents mild, w^ith soft and soothing words 
^^ Disarm his wrath, ai\d deprecate his ira'* 
He spake, and rising, to his mother brought 
The goblet crown'd with wine, and thus began : 

^^ O bear with patience, good my mother, bear, 
^* Howe'er reluctant ; lest I see you pain'd ; 69 1 
^^ Unable to assist whom most I love : 
^^ For none can with almighty Jove contend. 
^^ Once hath he hurl'd me from the starry sky, 
^^ Madly contending, to the lowest earth : 595 

" From mom to eve I fell ; the setting sun 
^^ Beheld me breathless on the Lemnian coast : 
" The Scynthians, by their care, my life restor'd." 

He spake ; when Juno deign'd a gracious smile, 
And from her son, well pleas'd, the cup received ; 600 
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To all the gods^ in order as they sat^ 

The goblet^ filFd with rich nectarian juice^ 

He gave : loud laughter shook the vaulted roof 
_ • 

Of heav'n, as Vulcan lamely limp'd along. 

Thus they in feast convivial pass'd the day, 606 

Till setting sun ; meantime Apollo tun'd * 

m 

His harp celestial to the Muses' song^ — 
Alternate song : — and now the radiant sun 
Was set, and to his mansion each retired ; 
Blest mansion, fram'd by Vulcan s wondrous art. 6lO 

The mighty ThundVer to his glittVing throne 
Repair'd^ if sleep, perchance, his eyes might close ; 
And Juno slumbered on her golden couch. 
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Now sleep both mortal and immortal minds 

In slumbers held ; all but the watchful care 

Of Jove, intent to honour Peleus' son. 

And on the Grecian host destruction pour. 

Thus in his wisdom he at length resolved ; 5 

To Agamemnon a pernicious dream 

He sent ; and thus the airy form bespoke : 

^^ Go, fetal vision, to the Grecian ships, 
'^ And, where Atrides in his royal tent 
^ Slumbers reclin'd, bear these my strict commands : 
" That he to battle summon all the Greeks ; 1 1 
^f For now proud Troy to his superior force 
" Shall yield ; divided counsels now no more 
^^ In heav'n have place ; for Juno hath prevailed ; 
" And certain fate the Trojan host impends." 15 

He spake : the vision downward bent his course 
Obedient, hasf ning to the Grecian ships, 
To Agamemnon : lock'd in the arms of sleep, 
Withii> his royal tent, the king he found ; 
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In form and feature like the Pylian sage 

He near approach'd^ and thus his speech addressed : 

** Son of the warlike Atreus, dost thou sleep ? 
^^ Sleep ill becomes^ indeed^ that man whose mind 
Alone sustains a mighty kingdom's weight : 
Attend my words ; from Jove supreme I come, 
Who, though in heaven, to thee extends his cares 
^^ He bids thee arm forthwith the Grecian host, 
" And Troy to thy superior force shall yield : 
^^ Divided couasels with the gods no more 
^^ Have place in heaven ; for Juno hath prevaiPd, SO 
" And sure destruction 'waits the Trojan host 
^^ From Jove : attend my words ; nor, when soft 

" sleep 
. " Shall leave thee, let oblivion seize thy mind/' 
Thus having said, the vision disappeared, 
And left him meditating fruitless deeds, 35 

The capture and the fall of lofty Troy. 
Vain man! unknowing the intent of Jove, 
Who bitter griefs and agonizing woes 
For Grecians and for Trojans then prepared. 
From the (hread shock of arms. The monarch starts 
From sleep, still hears the voice divine, or seems 41 
To hear ; and, quickly rising from his couch, . 
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Around Im limbs th^e purple mahtle east ; 
His sandals on his feet h^ bound ; his sword^ 
Richly inlaid^ he o*er his shoulders threw : 45 

The regal scieptre in his hand he bore^ 
As to the Grecian ships he bent his way. 
Now bright Aurora shed her genial ray 
O'er high Olympus, and to Jove himself, 
And all the heavenly powers, her light dispensed. 50 
Atrides to the heralds gave command 
To call a general council of the Greeks : 
Thus summon d, first the chiefs in haste repair'd. 
And at the vessel of the Pylian sage, 
Time-honour*d Nestor, in deep council sat ; 65 

To them Atrides thus his mind unfolds : 
" Friends^ hear my words : a heav'nly vision came 
By night, most like, in feature and in form 
And voice, to Nestor, and these words convey 'd : 
*^ ^ Son of the warlike Atreus, dost thou sleep? 6o 
Sleep ill indeed becomes that man, whose mind 
Alone sustains a mighty kingdom's weight : 
" Attend my voice ; fix)m Jove supreme I come, 
^^ Who, though in heav'n, to thee extends his care; 
" He bids thee arm forthwith the Grecian host, 65 
" And Troy to thy superior force shall yield : 
" Divided counsels with the gods no more 
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^* In heav'u have place, for Juno hath prevaird» 
" And certain fate awaits the host of Troy 
*^ From Jove : remember, and attend/ He spake^ 
" And vanished into air: straight I awoke. 7* 

" Let us then arm the sons of Greece to fight : 
" I first with words, if you approve, will try 
*^ Their mind, and bid prepare for instant flight ; 
" You then detain them with persuasive words." 7^ 

Thus having said, the king resumed his seat : 
When Nestor rose, of sandy Pylos king. 
And thus the chiefs address'd : " O warlike friends 
" And counsellors, but that Atrides' self 
" Had seen this vision, I had deemed it false, 80 
^^ Not worthy our attention and regard : 
" But arm we now the sons of Greece to war.'- 

He spake, and from the council led the w^y : 
The sceptred chiefs, obedient to their king. 
Uprose ; the people numberless mov'd on. 8§ 

As the thick swarm from forth the hollow rock 
Incessant pours, to taste each opening flower 
Of balmy spring ; in clusters numberless 
On every side they rush, and fill the plain : 
So from the ships and tents the people throng'd 9# 
Tmnultuous, and flll'd the sounding shore. 
Fame, sent from heav'n, urging disgraceful flighty 
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Burnt in the midst; earth groan*d beneath the 

weight : 
The vast assembly seated on the plain^ 
Nine loud proclaiming heralds scarce withheld^ g& 
Commanding silence, and attention due. 
The wild uproar with difficulty quell'd, 
Atrides first, majestic, from his seat 
Uprose : the sceptre in his hand he bore ; 
Paternal sceptre, form'd, by Vulcan's art, 100 

For Jove Saturnian. Jove on Maia's son, 
His winged messenger, the gift bestow'd ; 
Hermes to Pelops ; who the valued gift 
To Atreus, chief of men, in order next 
Convey'd : he, dying, to Thyestes gave 105 

The royal emblem : Agamemnon, then, 
Receiv'd from rich Thyestes by descent. 
And sway'd, the sceptre of his ancestors. 
O'er numerous isles, and Argos, king supreme. 
Leaning on this, his speech he thus address'd : 110 
*^ Friends, warlike sons of Greece, illustrious 

" chiefs, 
** With heavy loss, and undeserv'd disgrace, 
" Jove hath afflicted me, who safe return 
** Promis'd from captur'd Troy : but now I fear 
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^^ Some dread calamity our host aumts^ 
^^ Since he commands^ after much treasure spent, 
^^ And many heroes slain^ inglorious flight. 
^^ Thus Jove decrees, and who shall dare resist ^ 
^^ Jove, who hath humbled cities to the dust, 
*^ And yet will humble ; such his sovereign power ! 
'' Posterity with wonder will inquire 121 

^^ The cause of our disgrace, that such a host, 
^^ So well appointed, fru,itless war should wage 
" With foes less numerous, and repulse sustain. 
" Were we, in league and amity combined, 125 
" To number each our force ; in companies 
Of ten the Greeks, the Trojans singly plac'd. 
To crown the golden cup with generous wine, 
^^ Whole companies would want a cup-bearer ; 
So much more numerous our host than they, 130 
Inhabitants of Troy : but their allies, 
'^ From various cities, aid the doubtful war. 
Impede our arms, and lofty Troy protect. 
Nine years, nine tedious years already gone. 
Our ships decay'd, our cordage perished ; 135 
Our wives, our children, waiting our return 
In anxious expectation ; whilst the work 
" For which we came unfinished remains : 
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^^ With one consent prepare we then our ships^ 
^^ And to our native land urge speedy flight ; 146 
'^ Since Jove forbids the capture of proud Troy.'* 

He spake: when at their king's desponding 
voice. 
Strong agitation seiz'd each hearer's mind 
Throughout the vast assembly. As the wave, 
Uprais'd by adverse winds, impetuous rolls 145 

In swelling surges to the Icarian shore; 
And as the rip'ned com now yields beneath 
The incumbent zephyr, waving with the blast 
From side to side the yellow harvest bends : 
Thus was the assembly mov'd, and with loud 
shouts 150 

Encouraging each other, to the ships 
Tliey rush'd along : in clouds the dust uprose 
From footsteps numberless. Now part pr^are 
The launch, part haul the vessels to the deep ; 
The jovial clamours rend the distant sky. 155 

Now had the Greeks (though Fates forbad) re* 
turn'd. 
But to Minerva thus the Queen of heaven 
In haste exclaimed : ^^ Daughter of mighty Joyet 
^^ Shall then the Grecians to their country fly, 
** Their much-lov'd country, o'er the watVy main ; 
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" And leave to Pfiam, and the Trojan foe^ 

^' Helen the glorious prize, for whom alone 

" Such numbers far from Greece have perished ? 

" Go then, and with thy soft persuasive voice 

^^ Detain each man ; nor suffer them to launch 1 65 

*^ Their well-constructed vessels to the deep." 

She spake : Minerva from Olympus' height 
Descended rapid to the Grecian fleet : 
Laertes' son, deep skill'd in wisdom's lore. 
Apart she found, with grief and shame oppressed : 
Whom thus the potent deity bespoke : 17 1 

" O fam'd for wisdom, great Laertes' son, 
'^ Ulysses, dost thou to thy native land 

Urge speedy flight, and thy tall ships prepare ; 

Leaving to Priam, and the Trojan foe, l^S 

^^ Hekn the glorious prize, for whom alone* 
^^ Such numbers far from Greece have perished ? 
" Haste then, and with thy soft persuasive voice 
*^ Detain each man ; nor suflfer them to launch 
" Thus eagerly their vessels to the deep." 1 80 

She spake : her voice divine he quickly knew. 
And to Atrides, in obedience, urg'd 
His speedy step : (Euribates attends. 
The faithful herald,) from the royal hand ' 
The sceptre, incorruptible, unstain'd, 185 
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Receiving, midst the flying host he rush'd ; 
And first each chief in accents mild addressed : 

*^ O stay thyself, and stop the giddy throng ; 
^^ Fear ill becomes us at a time like this ! 
" Scarce do we know what great Atrides means; 190 
^^ To try perhaps^ and then to punish us : 
'^ For in the council few could hear his words. 
*^ Dire is the anger of a king incens'd, 
" Who honour boasts, and high descent from Jove.*' 

But if among the meaner sort he found 195 

A noisy mover of sedition, soon 
He checked his clamours with severe rebuke. 

^^ Wretch that thou art, sit quiet, and attend 
*' The voice of those who boast superior might 
^^ To thee, unknown in council as in war. 200 

*^ We cannot all assume the reins of state, 

Nor sway the sceptre of authority : 

The government of many is not good ; 

One governor, one king with chief command, 
^* One ruler let us have, who may dispense 205 
^^ Justice and laws ; his pow'r deriv'd from Jove.** 
Thus he with due authority restrain'd 
Their eager flight : to council from the ships 
Again they rush'd with noise, as when the wave 
High swelling breaks upon the sounding shore. 210 
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Assembled, due attention held tliem mute^ 

All but Tharsites, clamorous and loud : 

Skiird to perplex debate, and, right or wrong. 

To throw all blame and censure upon kings. 

And hold their failings up to ridicule : 315 

A man the basest in the Grecian host. 

With eye distorted and contracted limb. 

His back upheav'd, his shoulders forward bent, 

Qn his sharp head forlorn and thin the hair ; 

Or to Achilles^ or Laertes^ son 320 

Determin d foe : on Agamemnon now 

Bitter reproach he beap'd : him all the Greeks 

Enrag'd beheld, their minds with anger fir'd ; 

Who, loudly bellowing, thus the king reproach'd : 

** Why these complaints? What means Atrides * 

" now? 
" Thy tents with treasures and with captives stor'd^ 
^^ Which with no sparing hand we have bestow'd : 
" What then ? The ransom dost thou still expect 
'^ Of some rich captive, whom these hands per- 

" chance 

/" * 

^^ Have taken, or some other Grecian chief; 3d0 
" Some captive female to adorn thy bed, 
" To thee appropriate ? Sure it ill becomes 
^^ A king to plunge his subjects in disgrace! 
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*^ O shame ! O cowards ! Women, and not men, 
^^ Betum we with our ships, and let him here 235 
** Treasure up gifts in Trpy : he then may learn 
" Whether or not we have assisted him : 
^^ He hath disgraced Achilles, and even now 
^^ Withholds the prize of his superior ftr. 
^^ Achilles wanteth bile, is indolent, 240 

•^ Neglectful, or thou ne*er hadst injilr^d more/' 
Thus spake Thersites, with opprobrious words 
Galling Atrides ; whom with hasty step, 
And angry looks, Ulysses near approached : 

Thersites, rash of speech though eloquent, 245 

» 

Desist, nor singly thus with kings contend ; 
*^ For a more hateful mortal than thyself. 

More odious, came not. to the Trojan shore : 
♦ Talk then no more of kings, nor in debate 

Heap undeserved reproach, nor urge return. 250 
*^ How this may be, or to return or not, 
** We know not, nor can safely ascertain. 
'^ Why dost thou censure Agamemnon thus ? 
" Because the Grecian chiefs with various gifts 
^^ Have honoured him, therefore dost thou reproach ? 
^^ I tell thee then, and I will surely do 256 

^^ What now I say, should I hereafter find 
^ Thee madly raging, as thou now hast done, 
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^* May I not live to bear the endearing name 

" Of father to much-lov'd Telemachus, 260 

^^ If I do not, with scourges and disgrace, 

" Stript of thy garments in unseemly guise, 

" Drive thee hence bellowing to the ships again." 

He spake, and with the sceptre, on his back 
Smote him : he writh'd himself, and the big tear 
Fell frequent,' and a painful scar uprose .266 

On his swoln back : trembling with fear be sat. 
And from his haggard visage wip'd the tear. 

The Greeks, though griev'd, yet laugh'd at his 
distress. 
And thus were heard to say : " What mighty good 
** Hath not Ulysses wrought ; whether in fight 270 
" He lead the embattled host, or in debate 
*^ Suggest wise measures for the public weal ! 
*^ Nor this the least, that he this sland'rer's tongue 
^' Hath sileno'd } that his rage, thus checked, may 
" cease; 2f5 

^* Nor with opprobrious language censure kings/* 

Thus they were heard to say; when from his seat. 
The sceptre in his hand, Ulysses rose : 
Pallas commanded silence, herald-like, 
lliat all might hear and understand his words, 280 
Who prudent thus the assembled Greeks address'd: 
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" O king Atrides ! thee the Greeks disgrace 
*^ Beyond all others ; by strict promise bound, 
*^ When first from Argos they embark'd their force, 
'^ Not to return till Troy should be no more ! 285 
*^ Like children now, or widows, they lament 
" Their tedious absence, longing eagerly 
" For home. Yet to return after whole years 
^^ Of fruitless toil, were deep reproach indeed ! 
*^ To be detained from all we bold most dear, 290 

By adverse winds and seas tempestuous. 

Though but one month, is subject of regret: 
^^ But we nine years, nine long and tedious year's, 
*^ Have here remain'd : can I then justly blame 
" The Greeks, who bear indignant such delay ? 295 
** Yet to remain so long, and to return 
" Baffled at last, that were disgrace indeed J 
" Bear then, my friends, a little longer bear, 
" And prove those truths which Calchas hath de- 

" clar d : 
** For well we know, and all are witnesses 300 
^^ Whom fate hath gpar'd, that when at Aulis first 
" We join'd our forces, meditating war 
^^ On Priam and the Trojans ; at that time 
" When on our hallowed altars we did place 

Whole hecatombs ; then by the sacred spring, 305 



t( 









40 THE ILIAD. n- 

" Which pour'd its limpid water from beneath 
^^ A spreading plane, this dread portent appeared : 
A serpait huge, of aspect terrible. 
With spotted mail of gold, and purple hue. 
Sent by great Jove himself, from underneath 310 
The altar rush'd, swift gliding to the plane ; 
^^ On whose high top, and sheltered by its leaves, 
^* Within her nest a sparrow had conceal'd 
" Her callow yoiing : eight, with remorseless tooth, 
^^ Utt'ring shrill cries, the monster quick devoured : 
The afFright'ned mother hov'ringround her young. 
With piteous moans expressive of her fears, 
^^ He seiz'd quick turning, and devoured the ninth ; 
*^ When Jove Satumian, wond^pous to behold, 
^^ Into a stone the scaly monster turn d. 320 

^^ Amaz'd we stood what this portent might mean, 
^^ Why this dread sign our sacrifice disturbed ; 
^^ When Calchas thus the sacred truth reveaVd: 
" * O Grecian chiefs, why stand ye thus amaz'd ? 
^^ To us this portent comes from mighty Jove, 335 
^^ To be fulfiird hereafter ; whose renown, 
** Though late performed, through ages shall endure. 
^* For as this serpent hath devour'd the young 
'^ In number eight, and then the parent bird 
" The ninth ; so long this warfare will endure: 330 
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^^ On the tenth year we shall overthrow proud Troy/ 
Thus counseird he ; which things now come to 
pass : 

^^ Bear then, my friends, and let us here remain 
^^ Till yon proud tow'rs are levell'd to the ground.** 
He spake ; and through the wide extended camp. 
And hollow ships, bursts of applause were heard ; 
When thus the venerable Nestor spoke : 
^^ Heavens! more like children thaii like men we 

^^talk; 
^^ Children, who nothing know of warlike deeds : 
*^ Where all our promisejs, our sacred oaths, 340 
^^ Our solemn compact, and our plighted hands^ 
^^ That thus we vainly do contend with words ? 
*^ Fix'd then and firm in resolution, lead 
'^ Thy host, Atrides, to the field of Mars. 
^^ Perish those few who separate counsels hold! 345 
^* Their views shall prove abortive who propose 
^^ Return to Greece : then shall they learn indeed, 
^^ Whether those promises are fialse^ or not, 
^* Which Jove himself hath frequently declared : 
" I here afiirm, that high Satumian Jove 350 

" Himself, the very day we did embark 
" Bearing destruction to the Trojan foe, 
*^ Thundered propitious, and our hopes confirmed* 
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Therefore no more of flighty till we have sack'd 

And plundered spacious Troy, in just revenge 
" For Helen's wrongs, and deep-felt injuries* 356 
^^ But if there be who still desires return, 
" Let him with speed prepare his ship and fly, 
^^ And in his passage meet an early fete. 
*^ Then well advise, O king, nor with disdain 36o 
^^ Reject the counsel of experienced years ; 
" Divide thy troops, nation and tribe apart, 
^* Let each with their own leader take the field : 

Then shalt thou know throughout thy numVous 
host, 

" To mark the coward and reward the brave ; 365 
** Whether stem fate retard the fell of Troy, 
*^ Or want of skill, and cowardice in us." 

To whom Atrides : ^^ Venerable chief, 
*^ In counsel first amongst the sons of Greece, 
^^ O might the gods but grant me this request, 3/0 
*^ Ten counsellors in wisdom like to thee ; 
^^ Soon should proud Troy stoop to her lowest base. 

An easy prey to our victorious arms. 

Yet weighty griefs hath Jove impos'd on me. 

In quarrels and contentions harsh engag'd : 375 
" I and Achilles, for Briseis fair, 
" Each other have ofifended ; I begaa ; 
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*^ Should we again in amity unite, 
*^ Rapid destruction shall o'erwhelm our foes. 
" Refresh we first our men, and th^n to arms ; 380 
^^ Each seize his spear, each grasp his orb|^ shield, 
" Each for the rapid car his steeds prepare, 
*^ That through the day we may in arms engage, 
*^ Nor for a moment cease the bloody fight, 
^^ Till darkness sever our contending hosts. 385 
*^ Each hero then beneath his ponderous shield 
^^ Shall labour, and each arm that hurls the spear 
Grow languid, whilst the coursers, o'er the plain^ 
Dragging the chariots, sweat beneath the weight ; 
And whom I sculking at our ships shall find 3gO 
This day, unwilling to engage the foe. 
From dogs and rav'nous birds no pow'r shall 






" save." 



He spake: the Greeks with deafning shouts ap- 
proved. 
Loud as the boist'rous wave with ceaseless roar 

■ 

Dashing the base of some projecting rock, 395 

The sport of ev'ry blast. From council nqw 

They rose, and at their tents refreshment took. 

And to the gods due sacrifice prepar'd ; 

Seeking protection of the pow'rs above. 

From dangers of the doubtful war, and death. 400 
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Atrides^ king of men, to mighty Jove 
For sacrifice prepared the miblemish'd steer^ 
Full grown, and fat : the venera^ble chiefs 
Attend uj^n Atrides. Nestor first, 
Idomeneus, and Ajax Telamon, 405 

Ajax, Oileus' son, and Diomed, 
And fam*d for counsel, great Laertes* son ; 
With them came Menelaus, though unhid. 
Knowing the labours of his brother's mind : 
Approaching near, and form'd in circle round 410 
The victim, they take up the salted cates. 
When Agamemnon thus addressed his prayer : * 

^^ Great Jove, supreme in glory as in powV, 
*^ Dwelling in heav'n, from whence thy thunders 

« roll, 
'^ Grant me to bum and level with the dust 415 

Yon lofty towers, and, with this spear transfixed. 

To rend the corselet from proud Hector's breiaist; 
'^ Whilst all around, and weltVing in their gore, 
*^ The friends and partners of his fete expire." 
The king thus urg'd his pray'r ; but Jove averse. 
In empty air dispersed the vain request, 420 

The rites accepted, but increased their woes. 

Due supplication made, the cates they threw ; ^ 
Then, on the sacred fire the victim plac'd, 
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Each separate part in order meet disposed. 
This labour finishM^ they prepared the feast^ 435 
And jo}^ul of the festive board partook* 
Hunger suppress'd, and ended the repast^ 
Nestor the assembled chieftains thus bespoke : 

Illustrious Atrides^ king of men^ 430 

Delay we here no longer, nor defer 
** The glorious task which Jove hath pointed out ; 
But let the heralds at the ships convene 
Our warlike troops, and, marshaird in array 
Of battle, let us all our host review ; 435 

^* Then to the field of honour lead them on." 

He spake : nor did Atrides disapprove ^ 
But to the heralds issued his commands 
To summon all the Grecians on the plain. 
Obedient they assembled, and the chiefs 440 

Form'd the deep file^, or closed the level rank : 
Pallas aloft th' immortal aegis bore. 
Resplendent, studded, and emboss'd with gold ; - 
And, traversing the ranks from file to file, 
Darts her experienced eye, in every heart 445 

Inspiring courage not to be subdued. 
And ardent spirit for the shock of armS| 
Preferring battle to their native land. 
As on the mountain top the rapid fire 
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Devours the forest, far the vivid light 460 

Resplendent shines ; so glitt'red through the air 
The dazzling splendour of their burnished arms. 
In number as the wondrous flight of cranes 
On Asia's marsh extensive ; or as swans 
Milk-white, disporting from Cayister's stream, 455 
In airy circles wheel their rapid flight ; 
Par oflf the clangour of their numerous wings 
Is heard, and with the noise the marsh resounds. 
As on the watVy margin they alight. 

So from the ships and tents the numerous host 
Pour'd on Scamander's plain : the hollow earth 46 1 
Re-echoed from the frequent foot of men. 
From rattling cars, and hoofs of prancing steeds. 

Ranged on Scamander's level plain they stood 
In numbers infinite, as the thick leaves, 
Or various flowVs which decorate the spring. 

And as the flies which in the shepherd's fold 
Numberless swarm in spring, what time the milk 
Fresh drawn, bedews the homely vessel's side : 
So thick the Grecians on the hostile plain 470 

Assembled, eager to engage the foe. 

As when the shepherd separates his flocks 
Mix'd in extensive pastures; so with ease 
Each several chief his scatt'red force collects. 
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And, rang'd in order^ marshals to the fight. 
With them Atrides stood, pre-eminent 
In stature, and in countenance like Jove 
Grasping his thunder, in his port like Mars 
Determined, and like Neptune great in strength. 

As the vast bull, which o'er the numerous herd 
TowVing, in beauty and in strength excels ; 481 
So mighty Jove, with dignity and grace 
Superior, on that day Atrides crown'd. 

Say, heav'nly Muses, you alone can tell 
(Immortal as ye are, and all things know, 485 

We from report uncertain knowledge gain). 
The valiant leaders of the Grecian host. 
Their various countries and their names relate ; 
Had I ten tongues, ten mouths, an iron voice. 
The mixed multitude I could not name. 490 

Say then, ye sacred daughters of high Jove> 
The chiefs, their forces, and the ships of Greece. 

Peneleus the Bceotians led to war. 
With Prothoenor and Archesilaus, 
Clonius and Licitus, renowned in arms : 495 

From Hyrie, and from Aulis' rocky shore ; 
From Schoenos, Scolos, and from Eteon's hills ; 
Thespia, Graia, and th* extensive plains 
Of Mycalessos, Harma, Elesios, 
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Erythrae^ Eleon, Hyle, Peteon^ 
(Ecalia^ Medion, city of renown ; 
Copae, Eutrisis^ Thisbe fam'd for doves ; 
Coroneus^ Haliartus, verdant meads^ 
Plataea, Glissae^ and the well-built Thebes ; 
Orchestus^ &m^d for Neptune's sacred grove, 505 
Arne*s rich vines, Mydia, Nyssa fair, 
Anthedon's utmost bounds. In fifty ships 
They came : six thousand valiant men in arms. 

Next from Aspledon and Orchomene, 
Ascalaphus, lalmon, sons of Mars, 510 

Their forces led: them fair Astioche, 
In Actor's palace, to the god of war 
Submitting, bore. These came in thirty ships. 

The Phocians, Schedius and Epistrophus 
Sons of Iphitus, led ; inhabiting 515 

Python's high crags, and Cyparissus* woods, 
Chrysa divine, Daulis, and Panope, 
Anemoria and Hyompolis ; 
And those who by Cephissus' sacred stream 
Dwell, and Lilsea near Cephissus' source. 620 

These forty ships convey'd ; Boeotia's troops 
They flank'd^ all arm'd, and eager for the iSght. 

Ajax Oileus arm'd the Locrians, 
Sumam'd the Less, in size inferior far 
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To Ajax Telamon.: to hurl the spear . p2i 

Unerring, he all other Gi^ks excelVd» 

From Cynos, Opoens, and Catliaros ; 
From Bessa, Scarphe^ and Augeia fam'd ; 
Tarphe and Thronios^ near Boagrius* streani; 
And from beyond Enbjoea^ sacred isle. 530 

These Ajax Oileus brought in forty ships. 
The Ahantes nqxt^ a brave and hardy race, 
Euboea, Chalcis, and ]^etria sent; 
Histaea rich in vines, and near the sea 
Cerinthus, Dios, Sjtyra, Caristus ; 535 

Them brave Elphe^pr to the combi^t arm*d, 
Eubooa's warlike sonsi, well skilFd to tear 
Thc^ rivefi corselet from the foeman's br^st. 
To Trojan shores in ftnrty ships conveyed. 

Next Attica her polished legions sent 540 

From far-i^m'd Athens, where Erechtheus reign'd. 
Nurtured of Pallas, daughter of high Jove ; 
(Him parent Earth produced,) and in her fane, , 
In Athens, by her sacrisd altar placed: 
To her the Athenian youth their annual vows 54Sf 
Performed, and offered sacrifices meet. 
These Mnestheus aniiM, Peteus' warlike son, 
Skiird above men to form the embattled line, 
Wheel t^e thick squadron, or extend the wings: 

s 
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Nestor's experien€*<J age with him alone 

Might vie. In fifty ships these plou^'d theimin/ 

Near the Athenians, in due order rangl^d^ 
Great Ajax led the Salaminian bands. 

From Argos and Tiry ntha's lofty walls^ 
Hermione and Asinen embay'd ; SSit 

And from l>oezeoe, and from Eionae, ! ^ 

From Epidaurus fertile in rich wines, 
Maseta and ^gina ; valiant men, ^ / 

Whom Diomed's undaunted i^ourage ann^d; 
And Sthenelus the son of Capaneus, - 

And brave Euryalus, Mechisteus* son. 
These eighty ships conveyed ; the chief command. 
As first in arms, Tydides justly bore. v^ 

Next from Mycenae, city of renown, - 

From wealthy Corinth, from Cleonse strong, 665 
Omia, Araethyrea, Sicyon, ' 

Where erst Adrastus held supreme conimand ; 
From Hyperesia, Gonoessa high, 
Pellene, JEgeon, and the sea-girt shores 
Of that extensive coast, and Helice. 670 

These Agamemnon, in a hundred ships. 
Led to the war, in numbers and in strength 
Excelling all : in armour bright array'd 
He march'd exulting, o'er the chiefe and kings 
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Vested with sovereign power^ of Greece rapreme. 
From Lacedaemon' circled round with hills^ 
Pharos and Sparta, Messe famM for doves ; 
Brysia, and Augia favoured town ; 
Amyclae, Elos seated on the coasts 
Laas and CEtylus. In sixty ships iSO 

These Menelaus led, all artn'd for war : 
Foremost himself, and eager to revenge 
Helen's great wrongs, and deep-felt injuries, 
The hero march'd, and for the combat bum*d. 

From sandy Pylos and Arene fair, 585 

Thryon by Alpheus* ford, Aipu well built ; 
Amphigenia, Cyparisseens, 
From Pteleos, Helos, Dorion, where the nine 
Celestial Muses seiz'd the Thracian bard, 
Silenc'd the tuneful song of Thamyris 590 

Returning from CEchalia by the banks 
Of £ur3rtus, who boasted to excel 
The sacred Nine in harmony and song, 
And to the contest challenged : they, incens'd. 
Deprived him of his sight, and from his hand, 595 
Unstrung and broken, dash'd the harmonious lyre. 
These aged Nestor to the battle arm*d. 
Passing in ninety ships the boisf rous main. 

Next from Arcadia, and the lofty walb 

£ 2 
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Of high Cyllene, by the sacred tomb 600 

Of ^pjrtus^ for closer combat &m>d ; 

From Pheneofa, and the Orchomenian plains^ 

Cov'red with herds ; from Ripe, Stratie, 

Enispe high, to every blast exposed ; 

And Tegea, and belov'd Mantinea, 6q$ 

Stymphelon, and Parrhasia. To the war 

These Agapenor led, Ancaeus' son, 

In sixty ships filFd with Arcadian troops 

Well skill'd in fight. Atrides fumish'd ships ; 

To bear the Arcadians to the Trojan shore, 6lO 

# 

Themselves unus'd to maritime aflbirs. ;. 

Next from Buprasium, £lis, and thy bounds . . 
Hyrmine, Myrsinns, the Olenian rocks. 
And thy fair, spring, Alisium : these four chiefs 
To battle led, and each ten ships prepared 6l5 

The Epeians to convey : Amphimachus, 
The son of Cteatusj and Thalpius, son 
Of £ur3rtus, from mighty Actor sprung ; 
And brave Diores, son of Amarynx ; 
And Polyxenus, like a god in arms, 630 

Son of Agasthenes, Augeia*s king. 

From fam'd Dulichium, and the sacred isles 
Echinades sea-girt, and opposite 
Elis divine ; these Meges, like to Mars 
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In battle^ son of warlike Phyleus^ led ; 
(Who to Dalichium^ with his sire incens'd^ 
Fled,) and to Troy in forty ships convey'd. 

The Cephallenians next Ulysses arm*d. 
From Ithaea, well-wooded Nery tus ; 
Froih Croculus, Aigilipa's high rocks, 630 

Verdant Zacynthus^ Samos, and thy coast 
Far-iam*d Epirus, and the adjacent isles : 
Twelve ships with purpk prows Ulysses own'd. 

Thoas the .^tblians led, Andreemon's son, 
Frbiii Pleurbri, fipom Pylene, Olenos^ 635- 

From sea-girt Chalcis, rocky Calydon : 
For now the race of CEneus was no more, 
Himself, hii^ sons,, and Meleager dead. 
The chief Command on TTioas then devolv'd, /^ 

Who brought in forty ships his valiant troops. 64pi 

Idomeneus^ w^U skilFd to hurl the spear. 
The Cretans from Gortina Cnossus led ; 
Lyctus^ Miletus, and LeucaBtos white ; 
Phaestus and Rhytios,- cities worthy note ; 
And those who from her hundred cities Crete 64* 
To battle sent : Idomeneus, in arms 
Renowned, commanded ; with Meriones, 
Like Mars in fight:, whom eig^^ty ships conveyed. 

Tlepolemus the:ispn of Hercules, 
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In stature vast^ and size^ the Rhodians led : 
In nine tali ships^ from Rhodes^ and Lindoa.town ; 
From lalyssog^ and Camiron white : 
These brave TIepcdemus commanded: him 
Astyochia bare to Hercules, 
Whom he from Ephyra, and Sellers stream, 655 
Destroying many cities, captive brought. 
Tlepelemus, to years mature advanced. 
Slew old Licymnius, unde to his sire ; 
And ships prepared for flight, and o'er the sea 
The brave companions of his &te conveyed, 660 
To shun the rage of dread Alcides* sons. 
Breathing revenge for old Licymnius' deatii : 
After great dangers he at Rhodes arriv*d. 
And, disembarkihg there his faithftil bands. 
His peaceful reign established; by the arm 665 
Of mighty Jove protected ; who o'er all 
In earth and heav'n with powV supreme commands. 
Who with unnumbered riches blest their toils. 
Nireus three ships from Sumae led to Troy, 
Whom foir Aglaia to Charopus bore ; 6fi^ 

Nireus, in beauty first of all the host 
After Achilles : few indeed his troops. 
Small his experience and his strength in war. 
Next from Nisuros, Casus, Crapathusy 
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Fronjf Cos the city of Euiypylos, 
And from Calydnae's isles, Phidippus arm*d ; 
And Antiphus, from great Alcides sprung 
By Thessalus ; their bands in thirty ships. 
Say now Pelasgic Argos' martial bands. 
Whom Alos, Alope, Trechnia, sent ; 680 

Plithia and Hellas, much for beauty famM ; 
By various names^ Hellenians, M3mnidons, 
Achaians known ; these swift Achilles brought 
From Thessaly, in fifty ships, to Troy. 
But they no more prepared them to the war ; 685 
No leader marshalFd them to deeds of arms : 
Inglorious at his ships Achilles lay. 
Much griev'd for feir Briseis, captive maid^ 
His valued prize from cities overthrown, 
Lymessus and the spacious walls of Thebes, 690 
Where fell Muneta and Epistrophus, 
Euenus* sons, of high renown in arms : 
For her he shunned the war, full soon to rise again. 
From Phylace and verdant Pyrrhasus, 
Sacred to Ceres ; from Itona fam'd 69.5 

For numVous flocks ; Antrona, by the sea ; 
And Pteleon for its verdure far renown'd. 
His troops Protesilaus led to Troy; 
Soon by the cruel Fates of life deprived ; 

e4 
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Whilst his much-grieved wife in Phylace, 
And scaice^€»tablish'd houde^ lament his deaths 
Slain by some Trojan chief as from his ship 
Foremost he leaped upon the Trojan shore. 
Yet were they not without a chief to lead 
Their martial bands^ though him they greatly 
moum'd: . 7^^ 

Podarces^ of Iphiclus warlike son, 
Protetilaus* brother, to the war 
Albeit inferior far in deeds of arms. 
His forces marshall-d on Scamander*s plains : 
To Trojan shores in forty ships convey 'd, 71^ 

Eumelus next, from Pherae by the lake 
Of Boebe, laolcus, Glaphyrae, 
His forces atm'd ; * (Admetus' warlike son. 
By fair Alceste, pride of Pelia's race ;) 
And in eleven vessels pass'd the main. f'16 

Next from Methone and Thaumacia, << 
iProm Meliboea, from Olizon's rocks, 
Skiird to direct th* unerring shaft aright 
With matchless art, brave Philoctetes led 
In seven ships his troops, expert to ply 720 

The cumbrous oar, or aim the fatal shaft. 
Yet he in Lemnos* isle, with grief and pain 
Tormented^ from a poisonous hydra's bite. 
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Afflicted lay ; whom there the Grecians left^ 
Incapable of war though great in arms. 7S& 

Him soon the Greeks^ however forgetful now, 
Will anxious seek to aid the fall of Troy : 
Nor wanted they a leader ; them the son 
Of Ajax Oileus to the battle led, 
M^on the brave, whom beauteous Rhena bore. 7^9 

From Tricca, from Ithome's lofty crag, 
OEchalia, city erst of £iir3rtus^ 
The warlike sons of ^sculapius, 
Machaon, Podalirius, brave in arms^ 
And in the art of healing deeply skilled ; 735 

In thirty ships their valiant forces brought. 

From Ormenos, and Hyperia's stream, 
Asterion> and the cliffs of Titanus, 
His troops Eurypylus, Euaemon^s son, 
Brought to the Trojan shores in forty ships. ^AQ 
Argissa and Gyrtona next supplied 
Their niartial band3 from Oloossa white j 
Orthe, Helohe ; them Pirithous* son. 
Brave Polypcetes, marshall'd to the fight ; 
Pirithous boasting high descent from Jove. "JAi 
Hippodamia to Pirithous bore 
Great Polypoetes on the day he slew 
The shaggy Centaurs, driving them amain 
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From Pelion to the bodiids erf Thaasftly. 

An equal share of pow'r Leoiiiteiis elaim*'d, ^SH 

Coroaem*. warlike soib In forty skips 

They led their farces to the Trojbn shcoies. 

Goneus^ from Cyphiis^ two^andr-twdlty MpB 
Led through the foaiming inain: in tikose ^mbark^d 
The Eneana, and Peraebi brave in fight^ fSS 

Who by Dodona dwelt, in ruthless storina 
Where winter reigns severe ; and they who iSil 
Tlieir lands by pleasant Titaresion^ 
To Peneus sending hks transparent stream^ 
Nor deigns to mix his clear pellucid wave^ 7^ 

But light as oil upon the surSauce (LoBts, 
Derived from St3rx, the sacred oath of gods. 

Prothous the brave Magnetes anzCd t6 war, 
Tenthredon's son, from Peneus, and the groves : = 
Of Pelion; in forty ships conveyed* 76S 

The leaders these, and mighty ehieh of Greece. 
Now^ Muse, relate who iqost in arma excell'd 
Of all the host ; who rein'dl the noblest steeds. 

First in the race^ and of Pheretian breeds 
Eumelus' coursers wkirFd the rapid car, IfO 

Swift as the eagle's wing, in colour matched. 
And size : ApoUo in Pieria's plains 
Nourished them, ' matchless in the rapid course. 
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Or to spread terror through the ranks <rf war* ' 

Of men the bravest^ AJ^^ Telamon, 77$ 

Whilst swift Achilles^ at his tent retir'd, 

Cherished dire rage ; for he excelPd in mighty 

And his of generous steeds the fleetest far. 

Incens'd with him who bore supri&me command^ 

With Agamemnon^ at his ships he lay 780' 

Inactive ; whilst his forces on the strond^ 

In sports contending, to the distant goal 

Speed the swift arrow, throw the ponderous quoit, ' 

Or hurl the spear : their horses at the car 

The chieftaiiis rdln'd, still eagf^r for the fight : J8& 

Albeit, obedient to their leader's will, 

tJnarm'd, inactive,. through the camp tliey strayed. 

Thus mov'd the Greeks, as when devouring flames 
Overspread the plain ; as erst, when angry Jove, 
Indignant, hurPd terrific thunder down, 79^ 

And whdm'd TyphcBus huge in Arime, 
Beneath incumbent mountains : so beneath 
Their numerous feet earth groto'd as on they movid 
Eager to fight, and rapid march'd along. 

Now Iris, sent from aegis^bearing Jow, . 79^ 

The unwelcome tidings to the Trepans brought : 
They at their monarch's palace coundl held. 
Old men and young; whom Iris, in the form 
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Of Priam*8 son^ Polites, near dppr(>ach*d« 

(PbMtes swift of foot, who at the tomb 800^ 

Of old ^setes watch'd the Grecian hoist^ 

To note when from their shipg they bent their* 

march,) 
In form like him> Iris theJcing addre^s'dt 
*^ O venerable sire, as though in time 
^* Of peace, vain useless converse here you hold ; 
" Yet war, portentous war, the state impends: 805- 
'^ TTiough present often in the conflict dire^ 
" A host in numbers and in pow*r so great • 
*^ As now approacheth, I have ne'er beheld ; 
'^ Like leaves, or as the sea sand, numberless 810 
" They pour along the plain, and this way tend. 
** Hector, to thee, chief captain of our host, 
" I counsel thus : Since men of various tongues 
" Have join'd their forces to our Trojan arms^ 
" Let then each several leader bear cominand, 815 
^' And marshal to the fight his native troops^"* 

She spake : when Hector knew the voice divine. 
And straight di»miss'd the counoil ; and to arms. 
Through the wide-opening gates, both horse and foot, 
Kush*d forth impetuous: dreadful was the noise; 

A lofty mount, retired, yet near to Troy, . 831 
Rises above the plain, by mortals call'd 
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Bateia, by thiS'gQds M yiynwe's tomb : 

_ _ I 

There Troj^ost aad allies . their mumerouis troops 
Asdembled. . Hector^ by his. ipiaried crest* * 8129 
Distinguished^ led the warlike:TrojaQS on, - 
In numbers and in might superior far. 

^neas to the. war the Dardans arm'd, 
Of Venus. and Anchises' mighty son 
In Ida born^ of .more than mortal race ; 830 

With him Antenor^s .warlike sons advanc'd^ 
Archilochus and valiant Acamas« 
They who itihahit Ida's xitmost bounds^ 
And fair Zelia by ;^Eisepu8* stream ; 
Itiem Pandarus^ Lycaon's son, well taught 835 
By Phoebus to dined: th' unerring shaft. 
To battle arm'd. Adrastus' city next, 
Apaesus^ Pityia, and the cmg 
Of high Teria, sent their martial bands: . 
Adra^tus these, and Amphius, led on, 840 

Sons of Percosian.Merops, deeply skill'd 
In prophecy, nor would permit his sons 
To join the doubtful war: they lisf ned not ' 
His voice, by Fate's, resistless hand impelFd. 

Percote next, and Practius' martial bands ; ' 845 
Sestos, Abydos, and Arisbe fair, 
The warlike son of Hittacus lied on ; 
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In order due : Aresbian coursers^ bred ^ 
By Sellers stream^ the valiant Asius bore. 

Hippothoug arm'd the brave Pelasgians^ 8$0 

From rich Larissa^ with Pylaeus join'd^ 
His brother^ of Pelasgian Lethus' sons. 

Pirus and Acamas their Thracian troops 
Brought from the stormy coast of Hellespont. 

Euphemus led the brave Ciconians^ 855 

Son of TnBzenus^ Cea's royal race. 

Ann'd with the bow and shaft, Pyraechmes led 
The stout Paeonians^ iar from Amodon ; 
From Axius' stream, of rivers purest far. 

Pylaemenes the Paphlagoniana brought 86o 

From Enetae, and from Pgrthenius' stream ; 
And from Cytorus, ^d from Sesamus,. 
Cromna, ^gialus, and Erjrthini. 

The Halizonian?, Epistniphus 
And Hodius led^ from distant Alybe ; 865 

r 

From Alybe, for purest silver fam'd. 

Chromis the Mysians, and Ennofnu3 
Well skiird in augury, to battle arm'd ; 
Yet vain that skill, when stem Achilles' rage 
With slaughtered heaps impeded Xanthus* course. 

Phorcys the Phrygians, and Ascanius, 87 1 

Far from Ascania led, eager for wan 
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Pjrlaemen^s wns, Mesthles and Antiphtn^ 
Wfom Tmolus led the brave Maeonians. 

Nastes the Cariaas le^ of badiarous tongue^ 875 
Who by Miletus dwells a(hd Phth|ron*s woods^ 
Maeander's stream^ ^oadMyoM^ higtii crag : 
These Nastes and Ainphimachus led on ; 
Amphimachus and Nastes^ Nomion^s sons^ ' 
In gold attir'd^ who rashfy dai^d the war, MO 

At Xanthiis' str^m by great Achilles slaiti. 

Saipedon last^ and daucus^ led their troops 
From JLycia's realm and rapid Xanthus* source* 






64 THE ILIAD. im 



t 



'■ ,?* 



5» 



BOOK m. 

mSSSSBOSBtSSSSSSSSSm . 



£ach host in order by their chiefs array'd^ 

i 

With shouts the Tnogaps mov'd along the plain 
Tumultupus ; as when unnumbVed cranes. 

» * 

From wintjry storpfs and more inclement skies^ 
O'er wide extended se^ their flight pursue, , 5 
And through the air to the pygmaean race 
Destruction bring, and death* The Greeks mean- 
time 
With silent rage mov'd onward, firmly bent 
By mutual aid each other to assist. 

As the south wind upon the mountain top 10 
Spreads the thick mist, for deeds of darkness meet, 
Unfriendly to the shepherd, who in vain . 
With bounded view overlooks his scattered flocks ; 
So from unnumbVed feet the dust in clouds 
Uprose, as on they urg'd their rapid march. If 

Now front to front array*d each army stood. 
When Paris forth advanc*d in glittVing arms. 
His shoulders cove^'ed with a panther's hide ; 
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Two speslrs he braadish'd^ and to single fight 
Challenged the bravest of the Grecian host. 20 

Him Menelaus, eager for the war, 
"With haughty strides advancing, soon perceived. 
As when the lion on some larger beast^ 
Or stag with branching horns, or shaggy goat. 
By hunger pressed, alights: though dogs and men 25 
Fearless attack^ unmov'd he still devours. 
So Menelaus at the sight rejoic'd ; 
And eager to revenge his mighty griefs, 
All-arm*d, from forth his lofty chariot sprung. 

Him thus advancing Paris first beheld, 30 

And quick retreated, stung with conscious shame 
And guilt, and to the ranks in haste retired. 
As from the brake retreats with hasty step 
The fright'ned traveler, when unawares . 
He sees the crested snake ; fear shakes his limbs. 
And o'er his fece a sudden paleness casts : 36 

So Paris started, trembled, and retired 
Within the ranks, and shunn'd his mighty foe. 

Him Hector thus with sharp rebuke addressed : 
" Unhappy Paris, of thy beauty vain ; 40 

*^ Deceiver false ! O hadst thou ne'er been bom. 

Or perish'd ere performed the nuptial tie ; 

Rather than thus thy country to disgrace. 
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The scorn and just contempt of all the Gteeks^ 
Who, judging from thy fornix might deem thefe 
*^ brave! .45 

'^ But thou, art weak of mind, and ca\rardly:; 
And being such, how couldst thou dare, in ships 
Passing the seas, from Apia basely steal 

^^ The wife of a far braver man than thou ? - 

'^ Grief inexpressible to all thy race, 

^* Thy father, and thy couirtry, and thyself: 

^ But to our foes matter of greatest joy. 

" What ! fear^st thou Menekus to engage ? 

^^ Soon shouldst thou know from whom thou dost 
« withhold 
The partner of his bed ; nor may thy harp^ i& 
Nor Cytherea^s gifts, nor form, nor grace. 
Avail, -Avhen vanquished thou shalt bite the dust« 
Trojans want courage, or with stones overwhelmed 
Long since thou'dst paid the forfeit of thy 
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" crimes,'* 



Paris replied : ** True, Hectm', are thy words ; Qo 
" And I have justly merited reproach. 
" Thy mind unwearied, — as the sharpened axe 
^* Strength addeth to the cunning workman's hand, 
" Who shapes the timber for some lofty bark, — 
^^ Thy mighty mind, with fear no converse holds. 



Htk IttE ILlAiD. ^ 









Reproach me not wt<^ Cytherek's gifts ; 
The gifts of he^v'n are not to be o6ntemn*d 
" Wlien freely giten, y«t abwe dontrol 

Of huthaii pow*r. If, Hector, such thy wish^ 
That I, and singly too, this contest try ; f 

Cause each contenditig host to rest their arms, 
*^ Whilst I and Menelaus, in the midst> 
^^ For beauteous Helen and the spoils engage : 
^^ Let him i^HfK>m heaVmi with success shall cromi, 
*^ The spoils and glorious .prize in triumph bear; ^5 
^^ Whilst Greeks and Trojans, in firm league com-** 
•^bhi'd 
And amity, these dwell in fertile Troy, 
To Argosl^ose return, for beauly &m'd/* 
He spake : with joy Hector his words received, 
And hasf ning in the midst, with leveU'd spear 80 
Restrained his troops dbedient : him the Greeks 
With missive arms on every side assailM. 
When Agamemnon thus the Greeks address'd t 
Forbear, ye Greeks, forbear : great Hector comes 
With proposition of no mean import.** 85 

In silence they obeyed ; when Hector thus t 
^^ Trojans and Greeks, the words of Paris hear ; 
'^^ Paris, the cause of this disastrous war : 
'* He ^ders all to ground their hostile arms, 
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** That hjB tod Menelaus, singly, may 
'^ For: beauteous Helen and the spoils engage ; 
" That he whom heaven with succe9S shall crown, 
" The spoils and glorious prize in triumph bear, 
^^ And we in league and amity combine.'* 

He spake; still silence reign'd throughout the 
camp ; « JJ5 

When 'MenelaUs thus the chiefs addressed; 

^^ Hear also me, whose mighty griefe exceed 
*^ All common bounds ; yet I with joy perceive 
^^ Some tei^mination to the toils of war, 
" Since Greeks and Trojans both have much en- 
" dur*d V 100 

^' For me, and Paris cause* of all our woes ; 
" Then let him perish whom, the Fates decree. 

And you in peace and lasting friendship live. 

Bring then two lambs, ye Trojans, to the Earth 
" And Phoebus sacred, as your rites demand. 105 
" A third we Grecians consecrate to Jove. 
^^ Let Priam's self this solemn truce attend : 
^^ His sons, unsteady, no dependence claim, . 
*^ Though by an oath confirmed; such heedless 

" youth, 
^^ To changes ever prone ; more prudent age 11 
'^ Examines, and approves what still is best." 
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He spake : with joy each host anticipates 
A speedy end to desolating war. 
Alighting from their cars, in order due 
They rein'd the prancing steeds, and on the ground. 
Small space between, their glittering arms reclin'd. 

But Hector to the Trojan city sent 
Two heralds to invite the revVend king. 
Of age experienced, to -attend the rites : 
The Grecians from their ships, to mighty Jove 120 
Sacred, th' unblemished lamb, as order'd, sent. 

Meantime the varied Iris, messenger 
Of gods, from heav'n to beauteous Helen came ; 
The form of fair Laodice she took ; 
liiodice, of Priam's royal race, 1 25 

Fairest in form and feature : her she found 
Plying the loom, whose magic art pourtray'd 

The various conflicts of contending hosts, 

» 

Herself the prize ; whom Iris thus address'd : 
*^ Fair bride, approach, and with thy wond'ring 
" e^es 130 

The assembled hosts of Trojans and of Greeks 
Behold, who erst, on yon blood-stained field 
Contending, fought with more than mortal rage. 
*^ No more the din of battle and the shock 
^^ Of ^rms is beard ; still silence reigns throughout ; 
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^^ Whilst on his poad'rous shield^ or fixed spear^ 
^^ Each chieftain stands r^clinM ; and in the midst 
^^ Paris and Menelaus now prepare 
*^ Fierce combat^ thou thyself the eonqu'ror's ineedi'* 

Thus spake the goddess; and her mind inspif d 
With all her former love and anxious care^ %4\ 
For parents^ country, husbapd^ left behind. 
Her radiant face she veiFd, and from the loom 
In haste arose, shedding the freq^ient tear 
Of fond affection, as her steps she bent, 145r 

Not unattended, to the Seaean gate. 
There the chief counsellors around their king 
Debating sat ; ThymoetelB, Panthous, 
And Hicetaon, Lampus, Clytius, 
Antenot, and Ucalegon, far fam'd 150 

For wisdom, at the Scaean gate convened : 
Chiefs whose declining years might well excuse 
The toils of war, hut on whose rev'rend brows 
Deliberation sat ; like grasshoppers. 
Whose shrill voice echoes through the sacrSd grove, 
I'hus on th' embattled tower dissembled sat I56t 

These venerable chiefe : when Helen came. 
Much they admir'd, ai^d thus were beard to say : 

^^ We cannot Trojans bls^qie, or Grecian chiefe, 
^^ That nxKht trapsqe^dent beauty^should engjs^ L6a 
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^^ Contending nations m a tedious war ; 

'' Some godd^ess, scarce dtsguis'd ia mortal frame: 

" Yet her retmm we most devoutly wish, 

^^ AU-heav'nlj as she is ; her presence brings 

^^ Inevitable fate to all our race/* l65 

Thus spake the chiefs ; when Priam's &iendly Toice 

In mildest accents Helen thus bespoke : 

^' Appnoach, my child, and take thy seat by me, 
* And' view thy former husband, and thy friends : 
^' Nay, child, I blante not you ; the heav'nly 
*^ powers, 170 

^< To Troy unfriendly, bav€ upraised this war. 
^' Tell me wiiat name he bears, whose portly mien, 
^^ And form mafjestie, chief respect commands : 
'^ Others in stature and in size excel, 
" But one more venerably beautiful 175 

'^ These eyes have ne'er beheld : some kin^, I 
" deem.** 
Helen replied : ^^ O muclv^steemed ^ire. 
Most fear'd, yet most belov'd ? O had I died 
Ere with thy son I rashly did forsake 
^ My husband, child, and fiiends! Yet these things 
" are: 180 

^^ And that they are, I do lament me much. 
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" What you inquire, I will with truths relate. 
• ^* Atrides, king of all the. Grecian host, 
^^ You there behold ; in council and in war 
" Pre-eminent: my brother once so dear, 185 

^* My husband's brother : would he were so now !'* 

Him Priam long with wondVing eyes surve/d, 
And said : ^^ O kiiig^ with happy omens bom ; 
In empire and in arms, in people blest; 
For all the Grecians own thy sovereign sway. 190 
^^ In Pbrygia once great Otr^vis' hpst I view'd. 
With Mygdon's, on the banks of Sangar's stream, 
Array'd against the warlike Amazonsi : 
I join'd their forces ; yet inferior those 
*^ To the brave warriors of the Grecian host,** 195 
A second question Priam then addressed. 
When he Ulysses saw : " Tell me, my child, 
^^ Who's that, in stature less, but broader far 
His ample chest ; his armour on the ground 
Disposed, himself the ranks with care surveys 300 
^^ Attentive ; as th^ram with shaggy fleece 
^^ On every side the numVous flock regards." 
Him Helen, sprung from Jove, thus answVed 
mild : 
*^ Laertes* son, Ulysses,, brave and wise. 
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*^ Thine eyes behold : yet he to Ithaca^ 

^^ A barren island^ owes his birth ; but far 

" His fame extends^ deep-read in wisdom's lore.** 

When thus Antenor prudent : ^^ True, indeed, 
^^ Thy words, O Helen ! I remember well, 
^* Ulysses once in embassy to Troy, 210 

^^ With Menelaus came, on thy account : 
^' Those noble guests I then beneath my roof 

Did entertain with hospitality. 

Their persons^and their different pow'rs I know. 

When with the Trojans they assembled stood, 
*^ Atrides* form our first attention drew : 2l6 

^^ Ulysses, seated, claim'd superior awe 
^^ And reij^ence ; but when debate arose, 
" And each his sentiments in words declar'd ; 
^^ In language plain, in strong and nervous terms 
^- Concise, Atrides to the purpose spoke : 
*' But when, in thought profound, Ulysses rose, 
*' With steadfast look his eyes upon the ground 
*^ He fix'd, nor wav'd his sceptre-bearing hand ; 
^^ UnmoT*d he stood, and motionless, as one 225 
^^ Unskill'd and inexperienced in debate : 
'^ But when be spoke, with firm and manly tone. 

In copious language, like the winter's snow . 



if 






74 THE ILIAD. III. 

^^ Descending thick^ with wondk^ we admired 

^^ His easjr flow of matehlcBs doquaice.** 330 

A^, when Aja. to'ln« view. appe«'<i 
Thus questioned T^riam : ^ Who^ of stature vast^ 
^^ And bulk hnnMnse^ is that, above the lest ?'* 

When Helen, fairest of her sex, replied : 
^[ The mighty Ajax, bulwark of the war: 38 S 

Near him^ encircled by the Cretan bands, 
Idomeneus, with- other mighty chkfa 
^^ Assembled^ stands*; for often, as a guest^, 
^^ To Menelans* hospitable roof 
^^ llie brave Idomeneus to Sparta cane. 246^ 

^^ Each Grecian chief I see^ and can relate 
^^ Their names and rank : for two I look in vain y 
^^ Castor, well skiU'd to rein the foaming steeds^, 
'^ And Fbllus, victor in the Pythian, gan^s, 
'^\ My brothers: Sparta yet perhaps detains; 245 
^^ Them distani? for ; or, if to Troy tbey came, 
They shun the conflict, and the glorious toils 
Of War, o'erwhelm'd witkgrief andsfaaqaefbr me."^ 
Thus Helen spake : but long the silent tomb 
In Sparta, in their native land, embraced 12^SO 

Their sad remains, though sprung from mighty 
JFove. 
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Ai|d mm the Hendds tbrou^ th^ city brov^ht^ 
For sacrific^St meet^ two fwltless lambs^ 
And genVous wine. Idfem first advane^d^ 
]3«aring the gUtt'ring bowl^ and golden cups> 355 
And thus the venerable king adchres&*d : 

^^ Arise^ O son of great Laomedou ! 
^' The Trojans and the Greeks thy presence wait 
^^ On yonder plain to consecrate the rites, 
f' When Paris and the warlike Atrew' son 26(1 
^* Fn fiercest conflict shall the prize dispute ; 
*' Helen, and all the spoils, the victor's meed ; 
^* And we, in league and amity combin'd^ 
*^ Inhabit fertile Troy, and in their ships 
^' The Grecians to their native land return.'* 26!i 

Xhe herald spake: with sorrow Priam heard 
The unwelcome news ; yet ^ade the chie& prepare 
His royal chariot : to the destin'd plain 
Antenor, wise, conducts the agrid king. 

When now amidst the Grecian chiefs arriv'd, 37^ 
And Trojan, they alighted iroxa their car. 
First Agamemnon and Ulysses rose 
To greet the Trojan king. Heralds meantime 
The sacred rites prepar'd^ aad mix'd the wine. 
And pour'd iibations on each monarch's hand* 27 & 
Atr^es firom. hia aide uasheath'd the knifed 
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Which ready hung^ and from the victim's head 
Severed the destined hair, which to each cYjA^fj, 
In order due, the faithful heralds gave ; 
When Agamemnon thus preferr d his prayV : 280 

** Great Jove, of Ida sov'reign, first and best ; 
^* And thou, O Sun! whose searching eye per- 

^^ vades * . 

'^ Earth's utmost bounds; Rivers and Earth, attend; 
^^ And all ye pow'rs beneath, whose vengeful ire 
^^ Doth punish those who dare to violate 385 

'^ Their sacred oaths, be witness to oiir rites ! 
^^ If Menelaus fall^ let Paris take 
*^ Helen the glorious prize, and the rich spoils ; 
^^ We in our ships will back to Greece return : 
'^ But if by Menelaus* warlike hand 2go 

'^ Paris overcome shall fall, the Trojan chiefs 
'^ Shall duly Helen &^d the spoils restore, 
" And strictly pay llie stipulated fine ; 
^* A fine which shall this solemn act record 
^^ To future times : should Troy refuse to pay, 295 
'^ I will continue this disastrous War, 
^^ Nor home return till just revenge I find.'* 

Thus spake the monarch, and t\\e victims slew. 
Which on the ground he plac'd, of life deprived, 
Yet quivering in the dust: then from the cup 300 
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Pouring rich wine, they to th* immortal gods. 
Both Greeks and Trojans, thus addressed the prayV : 
O mighty Jove, and all ye p6w*rs above ! 

May they who first this solemn league dissolve, 
*^ Pour forth, as we this wine, their vital streani, 305 
*^ Their wives led captive to some foreign land T 
: Jove listened not the vengeful pray'r of man. 
Priam now rose, and thus the chiefs addressed : 
*^ Ye Greeks and Trojans, spare a father's tears, 
^' Nor let my aged eyes the combat see, 310 

Which may deprive me of a much-lov'd son ; 

Permit that I again to Troy return : 
** The dread event is known to heav'n alone." 

Thus Priam spake, and then within the Car 
The victims placed : Antenor, by his side 315 

Seated, conducts him to the walls of Troy. 
• Now Hector and Ulysses marked the ground. 
And in the brazen helmet cast the lots, 
Who first the spear should hurl against the foe. 
Each host their secret wishes thus expressed : 320 

" Great Jove, of Ida sovereign, first and best ; 
^^ L.et him the dreary shades of Pluto's realm 
" First enter, who this hateful war began : 
" Wl|ilst we in peace and amity unite." 
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Thus tpake they; Hecilor dhodk the bt^azea 
casque, d3i 

With eyes arerted ; "wiien hb hfotber's lot. 
The lot of Paris, first to hurl tfae speat*^ 
Leap'^d foith : in order round €ach artey sat. 
Their gtittVing armour and their ohariotd near. 

Fir6t Paris ^rm'd him tar the deadly fight: 830 
The silver-studded greaves his legs -embra<i'd ; 
Lycaon's breastplate arm'd his manly dhest} 
His glittVing&ulchi<m o'er his shduMelis biing: 
Then high he rais'd hk pond'rou&i mafss^ shield^ 
And o*et his ttfoW the nodding helmet plac'd, 835 
And graspM hi^ mighty spear. Atrides now 
In arftiour dad appeared; and in the midst 
Of -either host, with lofty strides advanc'd^ 
And aspe<it ^em, all eager to engage : 
Astoni^ment and feat each breast assaird. 340 

And now within the measur'd space they stood. 
Shaking their hostile spears in anger fierce* 

Paris first hurl'd his lance, and smote the shield • 
Of Menelatrs; but the treacherous point 
Fell bl\inted, nor might pierce the sev*n-fold orb. 
Then roseihe might of Atreus' warlike son, 34'6 
Who thus to mighty Jove addressM his pray't : 
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*^ O Jove supreme^ ruxw ^noit me juit re^eiige 
*^ On faithleftB Parii ; let tiaits arm subdue 
'^ The man who dared to vicAott the ritei 3 JPD 

^^ Of sacred friendship ^ that mankind may ^m 
^ To dhun^ from his example, base deceit.** 

tie «^pake ; and brandishing aloft his qiear, 
HurFd it with force impetuous : through the shield 
And corselet quick it pierced \ bending, he shunn'd 
The fatal point, and scarce escaped from death. 356 

Atrides drew his sword, and rushing on 
With rapid step, his helmet struck amain : 
The faithless sword fell, shivVed, to the ground. 
Atrides, grieving from his inmost soul, 360 

With eyes to beav*n upraised, thus loud exdaim'd ; 
O mighty Jove ! ui:\;u8t at least in this, 

Atxwe the gods ! vainly I thou^t indeed 
" To have reveng'd my wrongs : my brokien swonl» 
^^ And erring spear, bespeak ni^leeted right.** 36s 

He spake; and rushing forward, seiz*d the plume 
Which nodded o*er liis hehnet, and with ibrce 
The ^^nquish*d Trojan to the Grecian host 
Dragged headlong, struggling : him th* embroid*red 

thong 
Beneath his tender chin, with pain severe SJO 

£ncumb*red. Then the victor had obtain*d 
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Immorfal honour. But the watchful pawV , 
Of Venus interposed ; she broke the thong. 
And in his hand an empty helmi^t left ; 
Which towards the Greeks the indignant victor 
huri'd 375 

With vehemence : his friends the spoil received. * 
Again he rush'd with vengeance on his foe j 
But Venus in a cloud convey'd hini thence 
Unseen^ and in the bridal chamber plac'd ; 
There sweet perfumes his dying sense reviv*d. 380 

The goddess then sought Helen : her she found 
By her attendants^ at the lofty tow'r, 
Encircled ; when her robe, with gentle touch 
Attractive, pulling, like the feeble age 
Of old Eurocomus, of Spartan race, 385 

The friend and partner, of fair Helen's woes ; 
In form like her, thus Venus smiling said ; 
" Hither away ; thy Paris calls thee home. 

On lofty couch reclin'd in sw^t repose, 389 

With odours dropping ; thither bend thy steps : 
" Not like some warrior from the ensanguyi'd plain^ 
^^ But from the festive dance, in jocund trim, 
*^ Returned, or thither going.** Thus she spake. 
And I;ier attention raised : but when perceiv'd 
Her beauteous neck with form superior turn'd, 395 
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And eyes with heav'nly lustre sparkling bright^ 
Astonish^d^ thus: the goddess she addressed : 

Why dost thou spread again the fatal snare ? 
To what for distant city wouldst thou lead 
Thy wretched captive, to some favour'd man ? 400 
^^ Paris thus conqu'red, Atreus' warlike son 
*^ Would take me back' to my dear native land ; 
" Therefore thou' com'st with deepest mischief 

/^^ fraught 
^f Ketum again to Paris ; quit the paths 
^^ Of heav*n, nor to Olympus bend thy steps ; 405 
^^ But dwell with him, and be his constant guard, 
^^ Till he shall idake thee or his wife or slave. 
*^ I will not go, nor do so base an act. 

To wait his pleasure ; scorn'd by Trojan dames, 
Oppress*d already with unnumbered woes/' 410 
When her displeasure Venus thus expressed : 
*^ Awaken not, all wretched as thou art, 
'^ My anger ; lest, enrag'd, I do forsake, 
^^ And hate thee as I once did love thee much ; 
*^ And sow between the two contending hosts 41 S 
" Such bitter enmity, such dire revenge, 
^* That nothing but thy death can satisfy." 
She spake, and Helen fear'd to disobey ; 
But silent; unobserved, in yeil obscur'd, 

G 
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Reluctant, followed where the gocideds led^ 

To the fdr palace : there their several work» 

Her maids obedient plied. Venus meantime 

Conducted Helen to' the lofty room 

Where Paris sat reclitfd, and by his side 

Plac'd har, unii^illing : with averted eyes, 42i 

Indighant, thus her husband she reproached : 

*^ And art th5u from the combat safe retum'd ? 
" Would thou hadst perish'd by a braver hand, 
^' The hand of my dread lord ! Where now thy 

" boast 
" Of strength, and might superior ? Dai^st thoti 
'' then 4B9 

** A second combat try, and face thy foe ? , 
^* Ah ! venture not ^gain< the warlike son 
" Of Atreua to engage ; nor rashly pf ove 
*^ An easy conquest to the victor's arms." 

To her the vanquished Paris thus replied : 43* 
Cease thy reproach, O fairest of thy sex ! 
Aided by PaUas> Menelaiis boasts 
" The palm of vict'ry now ; I, in my tum> 
" With heav*tfs assistance, may reclaim the prize 
Hereafter : but for other thoughts demand 440 
Our care ; for never did thy charms so touch 
^'^ My ravish'd sense ; not when I first, convey 'd 
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** Thee, not unwilling, in my hollow ships 
" To Cranae^s isle, from Sparta much belov*d, 
'^ As now I love thee, Helen." Thus he spake^ 445 
And led the way ; she followed, nothing loth. 

Atrides now, like some fierce lioness 
Robb'd of her whelps, enrag*d, with hasty step 
Advancing through the ranks, his foe required. 
With fruitless search : not one could point him out 
Of all the numVous host : yet not for love, 
Or for regard, would any have conceaFd 
The author and the cause of all their woes^ 
Just object of their nK)st determined hate : 
When Agamemnon thus addressed the chiefs : 455 

^* Ye Trojans, Dardans, and allies, attend : 
** To Menelaus victory belongs. 

Bring then the spoils, and Helen safe restore, 

And pay the fine I justly shall impose ; 
^* A fine which, may this solemn act record 
'* To distant times, and ages yet unborn." 

He spake ; and loud applauses rent the skies. 
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BOOK IV. 



A,ND now, on golden thrones, with Jove supreme, , 
Assembled, sat the high immortal pow'rs ; 
Hebe with wine the golden goblet crown'd, 
Nectarean, whilst beneath them they survey'd 
The Trojan city, and suspended war ; 5 

When thus with feign*d rebuke, and tacit blame, 
Great Jove address'd the sovereign Queen of heav'n : 

^^ Two goddesses with aid divine assist 
^^ Atrides* son ; Minerva's warlike power. 

And Argive Juno ; yet, all unconcern'd, 10 

Apart they sit : but with more constant care 
** Venus her favoured warrior still protects, 
^' And now hath sav'd him from impending fate : 
" To Menelaus victory belongs. 
*^ Consult we then to what these measures tend : 1 5 
^^ Shall we again renew the dreadful war; 

Or both unite in amity and peace ? 

If all approve, Troy shall again uprear 
" Her head triumphant; and the pride of Greece, 
'* Helen, return with Menelaus home/* 20 
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Pallas indignant, and Saturnia heard. 
And disapproved ; the goddess of the war 
Suppress'd, though deeply grieved, her mighty mind; 
But her displeasure thus Saturnia spoke : 

^^ O pow V supreme, what hast thou now decreed ? 
^^ And wilt thou render all iny labours vain ? 26 
^* Labours immense, and troubles infinite, 
^^ Which in this conflict I have undergone, 
^^ Wearying immortal coursers to destroy 
^* The Trojan name. What you decree, must stand 
** Fix'd ; yet we cannot, do not all approve.** 

In anger Jove replied : *^ Unfortunate ' 
*^ What can or Priam or his sons have done, 
^^ That thou shouldst hate them so^ and ceaseless^ 

'^ strive 
^^ To overthrow the well-built city Troy ? 35- 

*^ What! thou wouldst enter through her lofty 

*^ gates, 
^^ And Priam and his sons, within the walls, 
'^ Alive devour, to satiate thy revenge ! 
*^ Be it so then ; nor Troy, as heretofore, 
*^ In highest heav*n be cause of fierce debate. 40 
" But this I tell thee, and remark it well, — 
" When I decree 9ome lofty city's fall, 
" Though patronized by thee, think not to «tay 






86 THE ILIAD. iv. 

^^ My anger^ or arrest my lifted arm : 

^^ I gave thee Troy, but with no willing mind ; 45 

^^ For of all cities which the sun surveys 

^^ Beneath the starried canopy of heaven, 

^^ By mortal men inhabited, I lov*d 

^^ That city, Priam, and his warlike race; 

^^ For never did his altars cea^e to bum 30 

^^ With sacrifices due to heav'n s high King.** 

When Juno, venerable, thus replied : 
^' I have, indeed, three cities much belov*d, 
Argos and Sparta, and the spacious walls 
Of large Mycenae : th6se thou mayst destroy 55 

^^ When they incur thy hatred ; I nor care, 

« 

^* Nor will oppose ; and though I should oppose^ 
^^ It would avail me nothing, for thy strength 
^' And powV supreme can never know restraint. 

Yet why should I, Goddess and Queen of 
heav'n. 

Daughter of Saturn, and the wife of Jove, 

In vain contend ? Let us by turns control 

« 

The wayward fete of man ; th' immortal powVs 
^^ Will gladly follow where we lead the way. 
" Let then Minerva, mov*d by your command^ ^5 
*^ Descend where Greeks and Trcgans oease from 
'' fight. 
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^^ Dissolve the traoe^ and let thf flames of vmr^ 
** Through Trojan perfidy rekindled, blaze/' 

She spake ; the Sire of gods and men approved. 
And Pall^ thus bespoke : ^^ Haste to the fields f 
*^ Dissolve the truoe, and let the flames of war 
" Rekindled blaze/' He 9pake ; when from ahove 
Descending, from Olympus* lofty top. 
The martial goddess urg'd her ra^id fli^t : 
Lake to some meteor which Satumian Jove 75 

Portentous sends : amazed the sailor views 
The dreadful omen, and th' embattled host 
Shrinks panic^trud^ ; whilst^ in long train behind, 
The glittering spai^s shoot forth with vivid light : 
So rushed Minerva to the plains of Troy, 8.0 

And mingled with the host : fear seiz'd each mind. 
And Greeks and Trojans thus were heand to say : 
** War, dreadful war, or peace doth Jove portend, 
*^ From whom alone both peace and war derive.** 
Thus they : but Pallas, like Antenor*s son, 85 

Entered the Trojan host, if she might find 
Lycaon s son, the godlike Pandanis. 
Him, brave and blameless^ in the thickest ranks 
Of warriors from JEsepns* banks she found. 
And near approaching, thus address'd the chief: 90 

" Hast thou^ then, courage to perform my wish^ 
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^^ O son of brave Lycaon^ and direct 
At Menelaus thy unerring shaft ? 
The Trojans will^ with grateful thanks^ repay 
The deed ; but chiefly Paris, who with gifts 95 
Splendid arid rich thy merit will reward. 
If, haply, by thy skill great Alreus' son, 
Conquered and slain, ascend the fun'ral pyle. 
Haste, then, diriect thy shaft ; but first by pray'r 
Inyoke Apollo's aid, of Lycia king, lOQ 

Far fam'd for matchless skill in archery : . 
f ^ To him devote a hecatomb of l^mbs 
f^ Unblemish'd, firstlings of thy numVous fipcks, 
f^ When to Zelia's sacred walls retum'd.*' 

Minerva spake : exulting he approv'd, 105 

Improvident ; then took his polish'd bow. 
Spoil of the mountain goat, slain by his hand 
With well-directed shaft as from the rock 
Forth rushing he surprised it ; and the wound 
Deep in its heart infix'd : headlong it fell 1 IQ 

Lifeless ; full sixteen palms extended then 
The branching honours of its shaggy brow. 
The cunning workman shaped the polish'd horn, 
And tipp'd the points with gold. His bow, unseen, 
He took, and bending to the ground inclin'd, 116 
Sheltered by num'rous and surrounding friends. 
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Who with their orbid shields his purpose screened. 

Lest seen^ the warlike Greeks should to the fight 

Impetuous rush ere Menelaus fall. 

The quiver then he took^ and from within 1 20 

Drew forth the winged shafts yet unessay'd — 

Sad cause of bitter woes — and to the string 

Applied the fatal arrow^ and addressed. 

His pray'r to dread Apollo^ Lycia*s king^ 

Far fam'd for matchless skill in archery ; 1 25 

To him devoting hecatombs of lambs 

When to Zelia*s sacred walls returned. 

The string and arrow then with force he drew ; 

That to his chesty ^nd to the polish'd bow 

The pointed steel : the circled bow resounds; 130 

Shrill sounds the quiv*ling strings and to the mark 

Leaps fprth^ and rapid flies the pointed shaft. 

Nor were the gods unmindful of thy fate^ 
Atrides ; chiefly Pallas, who the wound 
Checked, interposing, and repressed its force. 135 

As the fond mother from her sleeping child 
The biting insect drives; she in the belt. 
Where double folds and clasps of gold protect, 
Infixed the shaft, directed by her hand : 
Through the wrought belt and gdden clasps it 
pierc'd 140 
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Impetuous, nor migbt tlie thickest folds 
Its course impede, such aid Apollo lent. 
Till in his body fix'd it pierc'd the skin 
Lightly, and dreiy the stream of puiple gore. 

As when pure ivory vrith Tyrian dye 145 

Distain'd by female skill of Miaeonis 
Or Caria shows, Mrhen for the warrioi; horse 
Rich trappings she designs, the cosily gift 
With envy view*d, the pride ef chivalry, 
Adorns the lofty cbsmber, fimxi'd to deck 150 

The gorgeous frontlet of a monarch's steed : 

So show'd thy limbs, Atrides, stained with gore, 
As to the ground the purple current Aow'd. 
: With hcHrmr seiz'd, the Grecian king beheM 
The blood still .flowing from his brother's wound. 

Then first did fear thy mighty^ mind appall, 156 
O Menelaus ! but when seen the barb 
Not entVed, tb^i the spirit b^ck returned. 

Pressing hifi brother^ hand, with feltVing voice 
Thus Agamemnon spake ; surroundiag chiefs l6o 
Meantime in silence n^ept : ^^ Brother beloved, 
'^ This truce, this fatal truce, hath sealed thy doom, 
*^ Whom 1 to single combat have expos'd : 
'^ By this thy wound th^ Trc^Qs have dissolved 
^. This solemn league : yet surely not in vain iGS 
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^' Our smcred oaths^ our sacrifices meet^ 

^^ Our plighted hands, and vows of amity : 

^ Though Jove his vengeance stay, yet will his 

*^ wrath 
^^ Witii tenfold fury burst upon their hea48, 
'^ And on their wives and children, for thi»deed. 
For well I know die time will surely come, 1 7 1 
When Troy's prcmd dly ievel with the dust 
Shall lie, and Priam and his people &11 
In undistinguished ruin : mighty Jove 
Saturnian, dwelling in the highest heav'n, 175 
'^ Himself shall shake his segis o'er their heads 
*^ Portentous, for this folly most enrag'd: 
^f Nor cease till ail thiqgs be accomplished. 
'^ But deep affliction for thy sake I Ceel, 
^^ Brother, and tremble lest this treaeh'rous wound 
*^ IVove mortal: how oppressed with shame and grief 
^^ Shall I Mtum to Argos, much-bekw'd ! 
^' The Gi^eks with haste will quit these hostile 

" phdns,' 
^^ To Priam and the Trojans Helen leave. 

Their boasted prizes whilst on th** easanguin'd* 
plain 1H5 

Thy scattered bones lie bleaching to the winds, 
'^ Thy labours lost, thy works unfinished t 
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When o*er thy dust insulting, thus shall say 
The haughty Trojan>— ^ So may Grecians king 
^* With fruitless rage his enemies pursue, 19O' 

*^ And lead his baffled forces back to Greece, ' 
^^ His ships all scattered, and his brother slain !* 
^* Ere this 1 hear, may death my being end !" 

Him Menelaus thus encouraging 
AnswVed : ^^ Nor fear yourself, nor cause our men 
^^ To fear ; the shaft is in no mortal place ; 196 
*' Stopped by the well-wrought belt, and golden 
*^ clasps/' 
When Agamemnon thus : ^^ Be it so, then ; 
^ Yet let the skilful hand medicinal 
^^ Its aid apply, and all thy pains remove. 200 

^^ Haste, then, Talthybius ; ^sculapius' son 
Machaon hither sp^ed ; that he* may see 
My warlike brother, whom some Trojan chief. 
Or Lycian, hath with well-directed shaft 
*^ Wounded; their boaist, but our most bitter grief." 
He spake ; when hastening through the Grecian 
host, 206 

Talthybius iEsculapius* skilful son 
Machaon sought ; him, circled by his friends. 
From Tricca, and Ithome*s tow*rs, he found. 
And thus approaching spake : ^^ Hither away, 210- 
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^^ Machaon^ Agamemnon bids thee come 

*' And Heal his brother, whom some Trojan chiefs 

^ Or Lycian^ hath with well-directed shaft 

^' Wounded; their boast, but our most bitter grief.'* 

He spake; when quickly through the Grecian 
host 215 

Maehaon to the wounded chief repaired : 
Around him stood, with anxious care oppressed, 
Atrides and the chiefs : first, from his belt 
He drew the shaft ; the barbed point s^in 
Resisting, bent: the wellrwrought belt remov'd, 220 
And girdle underneath, with gentle hand 
ITie clotted gore he pressed, and wip*d away ; 
Then cleansM the wound with ointment, and applied 
The potent juice of herbs medicinal. 
Whose secret virtues and rare qualities 225 

Sage Chiron to his lather erst discWd. 
Whilst thus employed the Trojans cWd their ranks^ 
Resumed their arms, and for the fight prepared* 

Then, nor with fear assaiFd, confused, inert, 
Mightst thou behold great Atreus* warlike son ; 230 
His noble mind for martial glory burn'd. 
Impatient for the fight. Quitting forthwith 
His rapid car, (which Ptolemaeus* son, 
Eurymedon, apart prepared, held. 
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Lest as th* extensive aatny he reviewed 
Fatigue his limbs iovade^) on foot he mctv*d 
Through the thick ranks^and witii persuaisive wordir 
Their courage rous'd^ andall th^ir valour arm'd. 

*^ Grecians, your wonted bravery renew ; 
'^ Know^ Jove assists not those who violate 240 
^' Their sacred oaths ; thelh shall the ravenous birdf 
*^ Of air devour who deal in perjury, 
*^ Whilst we (their city levelled to the dust) 
*^ Their wives and children bear triumphant home.'* 

But whom averse or n^ligeut to arm 245^ 

The monarch saw, severe he thus reprov'd : 

*^ O shame, O scandal' to the name ye bear I 
" Why stand ye trembling, like the panting hinds 
" Which bounding o'er the plain, by sudden fear 
^^ Oppressed, stand motionless, an easy prey ? 250 
^ So you stand tremblii^, nor prepare for fight. 
'^ What ! do you wait the Trojans' near approach, 
^^ Till on the strond ydur very ships they s^ize, 
^^ Unless to guard them Jove himself descend ?" 

Thus Agamemnon through the numVous host 
In order passed. The Cretans arm*d he found ; 256 
Idomeneus, their chief, like the fierce boar. 
Lord of the spacious foi^est : in the rear 
Meriones appear'd. The king rcjoic'd^ 
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And thus exulting spake : ^^ Idomeneus, 
'^ I do esttem &ee much, and honour ihee 
'^ Above the Grecian chiefe ; whether in war 
^^ Or council you assist^ or festive board ; 
*' When we the golden goblets crown with wine, 
" Thine, like thy sovereign's cup, is ever fulF, 265 
*^ Unmeasured uncontrolFd : roosethen, to arms, 
*^ And widi thy wonted courage dare the Bght." 
Idomeneus replied : ^' Know, mighty king, 
*^ I bear a gratefiil mind, nor will disgrace 
*^ My promised friendship and firm amity : 27a 
Lead on thy forces to the glorious field. 
All ^ger to engage the treacherous foe ; 
Whom vengeance shall overtake, and sudden fate, 
" The just reward of perjury and Wrong." 
< He spake: Atrides pass'd, exulting, by, 2/5 

To where the troops of either Ajax stood. 
All arm'd, a mighty host. As from the top 
Of some high rods:^ fiir ofi^the shepherd sees 
The gathering storm uprise, by southern blast 
Wafted, the boscnn of the deep along, 260 

Yet distant, blackening all th' horizon round, 
Portending danger ; — ^to some distant cave, 
Fearful, in haste, he drives his fleecy care : 
So the^hick ranks embattled mov^d along 
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Round either Ajax^ eager for the war^ 

And darkened all the plain. Atrides glad • ' i 

Surveyed the martial bands^ and thus exdaim^d : 

^^ Brave warriors, leaders of the Argive bands^ 
^^ Whose daring souls no exhortation need 
^' To deeds of high renown: O had we dl 390 

^^ That active courage, that intrepid mind> 
^^ Soon should proud Troy stoop to her lowest base, 
^^ An easy prey to our victorious: 4rms !" 

He spake^ and onward bent his eager step. ' " 
Neator he found, the venerable chief 295' 

Of Pylos, arming his well-ord'ped troops. 
And urging to tlie fight : him Pelagus, 
Alastor, Chromins, and Haemon's strength. 
And Bias, mighty chiefs, attentive wait. 
In front the horse and chariots, duly rang'd, 300 
He placed ; the numerous infantry behind 
Clos'd th^ir firm ranks, the bulwark of the war ; 
Troops of su8pected^ valour in the midst 
(All hopes of flight cut off^ and forced to fight,) 
The experienced leader placed : then gave command 
That ec^ch his fiery coutser duly curb, 305 

Nor break the ranks ; nor, eager to engage, . 
Advance before the rest, nor yet retreat ; 
And, through the chance and fortune of the fight^ . 
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Should s^ny chieftain quit his: rapid cai*^ 
Let him with spear engage^ nor dare aittempt 
To guide another's fiery foaming steeds^ 
Unknowing of his voice : in days of y<M'e 
Victorious thus our great forefathers foUghL 
i Thus Nestor gave in charge, long time ih wa^ 31'5 
Experienc'd : him with joy Atridesheard^ ^ " • 
And thus addressed : ^^ O did thy years but suit 
Thy energy of mind ! thou bear'st a soul 
Superior ; would thy ag^ another had. 
And thou the vigour and the strength of youth !^ 
Him Nestor answVed : ^^ Such indeed my wiish, 
^^ Atrides, could a wish my strength renew 
•^^ As when I slew great Ereuthalioa. 
^^ But heaven to man dispenses various gifts : 
" Then inexperienced, young; now bow*d with age. 
Still in my chariot borne I tempt the field, 336 
And with advice assist, and counsel wise, 
" The privilege of years ; the toils of war, ; 
^^ The dangerous shock of arms, let youth sustain:" 
He spake : Atrides pass'd exulting on 330 

To Peteus* son, well skilled the fiery steed 
To rein, brave leader of the Athenian bands : 
Himi near, in counsel wise, Ulysses stood^ 
With C^i^allenian forces, great in arms : 

H 
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For yet they had not heard the din of war^ 
And prejparation to the conflict dire 
Of Trojans and of Greeks ; but waited firm 
Their chiefs command^ nor to the onset mov*d. 

Them with V^proachful words and taunt severe 
Atrides thus addressed ; ^^ O Peteus" son ! 340 

^^ And thou with craft and wary counsel stor'd^ 
'^ Why do you thus aloof and trembliBg standi 
^^ You who should first advance^ and dare the fight : 
*' When We some feast to celebrate prepare 
^ For honourable age, you then in haste 345 

Assemble, and partake the festive board; 

Now, you all unconcerned, inactive stand, 
^^ Though long prepared our host, and eager to en* 
'' gage." 

Ulysses stern replied : ^^ What hast thou said, 
^^ Atrides ? Why this censure, this rebuke ; 350 
^^ As if we shunn'd the dangers of the field, 
^^ Nor dar^d, like Grecians, to contend in arms ? 
^^ Lead on, and thou shalt see, if such thy mil, ' 
^^ And deeds of valomr can delight thy soul^ 

• 

^' The fether of Telemachus advance 3&fr 

^' First in the war^, and nobly dare the. toe : 
^' Know then unjust thy censure, undeserved/' 
Atrides, when perceiv'd hi« anger rous*d> 
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And conscious worth offended^ with a smile 
And Courteous words addressed him : " WelM know, 
" . Ulysses, all-experieuc'd as thou art 36l 

f^ In counsel^ that thou needest not reproof. 

Kind and benignant ever ; for the same 

Thy sentiments with mine. If aught in haste 
^^ Offensive hath been said, which heav*n avert, 365 
5^ We shall hereafter your forgiveness claim.** 

He spake ; and left them, hasf ning through the 
fieU ^ 

To Tydeus* aon, the watlike Diomed : 
His chariot and his foaming coursers near. 
The warrior stood ; and iyith him Sthenelus, 3^0 
The son of Capaneus : again, in terms 
Severe, the monardb rous'd them to the war: 
, *^ Ah ! why doth Tydeus' son thus fearful stand, 
^* With careless eye surveying the deep files' 

As for the bloody contest they prepare ? 375 

Never did Tydeus' self thus trembling gaze 
^^ Aloof, but foremost to the battle rush'd : 
^^ Thus saith report, from those whose wondVlng 

** eyes 
^^ Beheld his dread exploits. A peaceful guest 

Once tp Mycenae's lofty towers he came, 380 

Widi. ]?^y.ni<Se»j like a godJn arms, 
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^^ To ask assistance in the Theban war> 
^^ Nor urg'd his plea in vain ; Mycenae's chiefs 
'^ With zeal his banners join*d : but fate forbadfe^ 
^^ And Jove with dire portents their counsefs 
" changed. 38» 

'^ When now returning^ on Asopus' banks^ 
'' Asopus, who pursues his winding course, 
^^ With rushes crown'd, through wide^^tended 

*^ meads, 
'^ The Grecian chiefis in embassy to Thebes 
^^ Great Tydeus sent ; undaunted he approachrd 
'^ The hostile walls, a stranger, and alone : 39t 
^' The fierce Cadmeans with their warlike chiefii 
'^ In feast assembled at the royal board 
^^ Of Eteocles ; fearless he advainc'd, 
^^ His high commission urg'd, and to the fight S95 
^^ Challenged the bravest of his enemies. 
And vanquish'd all ; such aid Minerva gave* 
The enrag'd Cadmeans form'd the dangerous plan. 
In ambuscade concealed (full fifty youths, 
Maeon and Lycophon their chiefs), to slay 400' 

Tydeus returning home : abortive prov'd 

> 

^^ Their treacherous intent; by Tydeus slain, 

*^ None might escape the fury dT his arm, " . 

^^ Save Maeon, Haemon's son : so Jove ilecneecl.- 



«( 



(f 



Cf 



>€( 



€C 



t • V 



^" Such Tydeus was ; but his degefnerate sola, 
^f In counoil only mighty, shuns the war." 

Tydeua: resfpectful heaard, end silence kept ; 
When ithusitfae warlike' Sthenelus replied : 

^^ O speak not false, Atrides ; w^l thou know'st 
^* War, tlaim 8upejt))or honour : Thebes^ ptoud 
^' Thebes, 4ia 

'* Stoop*dto our oonquering arms ; though fewer far 
'^ Our host, yfet trusted we in signs from heaven 
'^ Propitious, and the aid of mighty Jove : 
'^ Not to.^ow fiiitheT$, bttt to us th^ praise/' 
' : Him Dipiofed with firmness thus bespoke. 415 
^^ Such'aMwer ill becomes w, Sthenelus ; 
^^ With silence bear { I not Atrides blame, 

Fir^t in eombiaiid, enoouraging his host : 

If victory «haU oi^wn the Grecian arms, 
^ .Hia be 4iie glory, and the honour his ; 420 

ff But tenfold loss and ruin should we &il ; : 
" Then aim we to the field and dare the foe/* 

He spake ; and froin his chdjriot leap'd, all arm'd. 
With feaifid sound, the bravest to apj^U 
As on the lofty shore the swelling surge 42$ 

In quick succession, rais'd by southern blast, 
Impetuous irom thie main comes rolling on. 
And bf eaks with deafning clamour on the strond. 
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0*er each projecting pointy each jutted rock 
Impeird, resistless pours the foaming tide. 43<y 
Successive thus mov'd on the Grecian host 
Unceasing to the fight : each chief commajids^ 
Uncoun^es his troops t in silence^read 
They mov'd respecstfiil ; fiom their bumisht arms 
Shone light resplendent as they march'd along, 435 

Far otherwise the host of Troy mov'd on ; 
Like to the numerous Socks at eventide 
Pent in the fold; incessant bleating fills 
The circuit wide ! so from the Trojan host 
Unceasing clamours rent the vaulted sky^ 440 

From various tongues and languages uncouth. 

These Mars encourag'd^ those Minerva roused 
To valorous deeds. Terror and Flight were there. 
And Discord fell, sister of bloody Mars ; 
Discord, who, small at first, her monstrous head 445 
Soon lifts to heaven as o'er the earth she stalks ; 
Contention dire she scatt'red through each host 
As on she mov*d, and doubled every groan. 

And now each army to the battle rushed 
In' dread array : dire was the clash of arms 450 
Conflicting ; spear with spear, and man with man^ 
And shield with brazen shield ; the wild uproar 
And din of battle echoed to the skies ; 
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And dying groans and exultation loud ' 

Were heard around, and rivers roll'd in blood. 45r5 

So wintry torrents from the mountain heights. 
By storms increased, pursue their rapid course 
Precipitous, the deepened gulph belo^v 
Receives the foaming tide wjith dashing roar. 
And distant shepherds tremble at the noise, 46o 
Such was the tumult of contending hosts. 

And first, Antilochus a Trojan chief 
Advancing slew ; Thalysia's warlike son 
Brave Echepolus ; on his crested helm 
The spear descended^ through his forehead pass'd 
The brazen point, and darkness clos'd his eyes; 465 
Like to some towV he fell ; Chalcodon's son, 
Elphenor, dra^^d him from the battle's rage^ 
On spoil intent : yet momentary prov'd 

The attempt ; not unobserved, Agenoi^s lance 470 

« 

Pierced his unguarded side beneath his shield,^ 
And stristch^d him breathless on the Trojan plain. 

Again with increased rage the combat burns; 
Man slaughters man, contending fierce as wolves. 

Great Ajax slew Anthemion's blooming son, 4/5 
The youthful Simoisius : on the banks 
Of Simois, returning with the flocks 
Fron^ Ida*s mounts the mother first embraced 
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Her lovely babe, and Siuioisius calFd. 

li^ut few his years, and short a mother^s joy 480 

For all her cat*es ; by mighty Ajax slain : 

First in his breast he fix*d the well aim'd spe^r. 

Right through his shoulder psMSs'd the brazen pointy 

And in the dusthe fell. As, in the marsh 

Extensive, the fair poplar straight and tall 495 

Erects its head, soon by the •sharp'i^ed axe. 

Meet for the cunning workmani^s hand, it fi^lls. 

To form the circled wheel or rapid car, 

When duly seas<m^d on t^e river's banks t 

So fell ^the youthful Sinioisius, 49Q 

By Ajax slain; Him Antiphus observed. 

Brave son of Priam, and his vengeful spear 

Hurl'd- tbrbugh the prowd, bqt niiss'd the mighty 

foe: ^ : 

Yet not in vain it flew ; L^ucufe received 
Its fatal point : breathless he fell, and dropp'd 494 
The glittei-ing spoils from his unnerved hands, 
Ulysses fir'd with rage when slain his friend : 
Forth with uplifted spear he quick advanced, 
And> poising high in air, with care survey'd 
Where best he might inflict some deadly wound. 
Then hurl'd his rapid lanee: in haste r^tir'd 501 
The Trojans ; when with levelM i&peed it flew, 
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And {narc*d the temples of I^eoiQCooji^ 
From Priam sprang : Afoydos :g»ve him birth, 
Base and uncertain on his mother^s side : §05 

He feW, and darkness closed his eyes in de^tth ; 
Hi» brazen armour rang. . With fear assaiFd, 
The Trojan chiefe and Hector's self retired ; 
Thfi Grreekis exulting shout, and spoil the slain. 
When dxemit A^Ilo, from high Pei^mos, fiia 

Iitdignant, thus ^rebuk'd the Tr<:gan host t 

^^ Rouse, Trqjaris, and repel the exulting foe, 
^^ Whose bodies, nor of stone nor iron formed, 
^' Are as yourselves, to wounds .obnoxious : j 

^* No son. of Thetis now directed the war^ 
t Retired in rage .Achilles fights, no. more/' 5.1 5* 

Thus fr«tn the city spake the dreadful god* 
But Pallaa, daughter of all-powerful. Jove, ; 
Quick traversing the ranks, their courage arm'd. 
And rousi'd the Greeks to war. Resistless fate 
Now press'd Diores, son of Aih^ynx ; , 530 

His right leg shattered by a rugged stone. 
By Pyrus thrown, the son of Imhrasus : 
The enormous mass both tendons and the bone 
Broke short ; headlong he fell, and in the dust 
i^xpiring, with uplifted hands in vain 525 

Relief implored : when Pyrus quick advanced. 



io6 



THE ILIAD. ' 



ir. 



And with his sword transfixed the prostrate foe, 
And pour'd his entrails on the moistened plain. 
But short his boast : with well-directed aim 
^tolian Thoas pierc*d the victor's breast^ S&d 

And, near approaching^ forth his ponderous lance . 
Fluck'd from the wound; then drew his fatal sword 
And plunged it in his side s death cWd his eyes. 
Surrounding Thracians^ with uplifted spears^ 
Protect the body from the spoiler^s hands ; 535 
However brave, and of gigantic size. 
Yet to retreat compelPd^ retiring still 
He fought, though by unequal numbers pressed. 

Thus in the dust extended, side by side. 
Two chiefs of Thracian and Epean race, bAQt 

Lay breathless, and the field was heap'd%ith slain* 

Had Pallas then some favoured hero led 
In safety through the field, and, with her hand 
Protecting, shielded from the battle's rage ; 
No cause for censure had he found, no blame, 545 
On that well-foughten day; for, side by side, 
Trojans and Greeks unnumb'red strew'd the plain. 
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Now Pallas arm*d Tydides to the fight, 

With more than mortal courage fir*d his mind. 

And valour undismay'd : his crested helm 

And bnmisht shield emitted vivid flame; 

As star autumnal, bathed in ocean's wave, 5^ 

With bri^'ned splendour rises to our view ; 

So from Tydides flashed immortal fires. 

By Pallas urg^d to deeds of high renown* 

Of blameless life yet rich, in Vulcan*8 iane, ' 
His priest, liv'd Dares ; whose aspiring sons, 10 
Ph'egeus, and brave Id^us, [dar*d the fight 
With matchless Diomed : in chariot borne 
They rush'd to battle : he, on foot, prepared 
Their onset to sustain. When first his spear 
Phegeus with force impelFd ; yet vain that force. 
And lost in empty air; with erring speed 16 

It flew. Not so his lance Tydides aim'd. 
But pierc*d the warrior's breast, and from his car 
Thrust headlong to the ground. Then, seized with 
fear. . • 
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Idaeus fled amain^ his brother fdXYn ; 

Not daring to await his mighty foe : 

Nor had he then escap'd the victor's arm, 

But Vulcan in a cloud convey'd him thence, 

In pity to a much lovM father's t^rs. 

The generoqs liorses^ now the victor's spoil, 99 

His f tienc^s in safety to the srhips- eonvey'd. 

Fear seijs'4 the Trojan host when Ph^geus slain . 
Their eyesrbdield ; md scarce dscapt'd by flight, 
Idaeus, chi^ of Troy, Mnt Fbllas now 
Them^g^/g()doi&l^ttfe9ri^usitdd#eas*^ 30 

^^ O Mars^ Whom wosC th^ shoek of ai'ms, and 
death,. . 
^^ Th^ Uoodrst^in'd field, and cities' oveHhrown 
^^ .Delight, relamwe for awhile, and leave 
^^ These bobttieaioiiffi to theii'sevenkr fates, 
^^ And Jove's, decrees } aabu fiH«ther dare his ire/' 33" 

Thus paying, by thet band apart she led 
The god, and placed faim dn Scanlander's bank. 
Then, flied the Tvojans ; 'bidt each Grclcian chief 
Pursued and slew Ms fiMei - Atrides first 
Thrust from hift oar the Halizoman chief 40 

Hodius, and.asliefl,0d.hissl»>ulder pierc'd: 
He fdl ; <bis. armour soismdedrnh the plain. 

Then, by thy speaf. transfi^t, Idomeneus, 



r^ TH£ ILIAD. 109 

Phaestuseipiiifd; .fix>mTanie's fertile 8oi^ . 

Son of Mseonian fiorns : asmha9t& 49 

His car he mounted^ and pnepar'd for flight, 

The spe^r his. shoulder smote:; . headfong^he fdl 

Breathless, and bitter darkness dos'd his eyes : 

His arms the victpr -seiz'd.' Now Stropfasiis'. son 

To Menelaus' force his life resign^ : / 50 

Scamandrius nam'd^ delighting in the diace 

The woods among^-^instmcted in each Bxt, . : 

By Dian's self, all savage beai^ts to slay 

That haunt the forest or. the. mountain's hei^t t 

Yet nor the goddess nor his skill might .^aYe-i^; . 6& 

The rapid spear fixt in his back arrests 

His hasty flight : he falls, his, arms resouod^I. 

And now Meriones.Phereclus slew. 
Son of Harmonides, by Pallas taught 
In various work« of art^ whose .wond'rousiikill 66 
For Paris fram'd the fetal vessels, source . 
Of ills unnumb^'d t<f the Troj:^n name; 
Himself the victim now : then uf^toeiY'd 
What heav'n, in wrath, had veiFd from. mortal si^lL 
Hjm^ in his flight arrest^^ with has apear .. ^ 

Meriones overthrew: beneath theflank,. . 
Fixt in the bladder, stood the fiatalpoiat : •:: 
To earth he sank, and darkness x^loaM his eyes./ 
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*^ Thoil hast iMisted or inyseif or sirij^ 
^' Grant m^ request, and give me to suMiie 
That Trojan chi^f froln wfabm this woimd I . beai^ 
Who now, exulting, boasts I shall ^ot long 13i 
Behold the glprious splendour of the ran." . . / 
Him Pkllas heard ; and all his soul ^nspir^d . 
With courage unsubdued, with strength his limb$^ i 
And, near appreaiching, thus the chief addressed. 

^' Be bold, Tydides, and assail the foe ; 1 36 

'^ Such courage in thy heart I hare inspired 
" As fired great Tydeus, thy renowned sire: 
'^ The cloud obscure which dimmed thy mortsil 

sight 
*' I have removed, that thou ihayst well discern 
'^ Or mortals or immortals through the fields 131 
*' Contend not thou against the pow'rs of heaven i * 
^^ Venus alone should she the battle tempt, 
*' Fearless attack and wound, though sprang from 

" Jove." 
^ The goddess spake, and winged to heaven her way. 
Again the hero mingled in the war, 136 

And foremost rush'd, with added Tage infiam'd. 
And might augmented : as the lion fierce. 
Wounded but not subdued, overleaps the mound 
An4 ravages the fold ; in slaughtered heaps 140 



The victims falty the ^ri^ried sb^f^ird flees ; 
SMiate at l^igth^ he uii^po^d' retires : 
So minted M the battk Tydeus* sofi^. 

Ast3moi»sr and ttypetidr, vaKsnH^ chiefey 
IncontiiKiAt he slew : that tktough> the breaiSft 1 4S 
With spear traHsfis-d ; this with the potidVou^ 

swoiki 
Hifir s^biilder severed ft^m the Meisdiag tmnk. 
Nor stop]^': Abas atidPoli^kles^ij^estt^ 
Sons of EnTydfiiim^ inspired seer^ 
Fell brea£lifess : lior the fethet^s potent skiilr ISO* 
t<y^m again mysterious dmim^ unfeMs I 
Slain by the ruthless sword of Diomedl 

Now "il^oiSti be pupsuies atld Xantfaus^ sons: 
Of aged Pha^nops ; coiUlbrt Of his years^ 
Henrs of his Vast poefsessions : both he slays 155 
Remorseless^ nor r^^ a father's tears ; 
Who them returning from th^ battle waits 
With fruitless expectation : thus l^ereft 
Of heirs; his wealth* to strangers j^ses down. 
' Next Priam's 'sons> Echemon^ Ghromius^ i6(f 
In the same car borne- through the ranks of war^ 
He slew. As when the lion's force subdUes 
Some larger beast> or ox of portly siae^ 
Or steer^ depasturing the forest side ; 

I 
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So them Tydides from their lofty car 

Thrust headlong to the ground: the glittering spoils^ 

Arms^ horses^ to the ships his friends contvey'd. 

iEneas saw, and mark'd his fatal course 
Dealing destruction through the ranks of war ; 
And, purposing revenge, in haste required 170 

Lycaon's son, and thus the chief addressed : 

" V^^here; Pandarus, thy bow and winged shaffas ; 
Thy skill through Lycia fani'd ? Hither repair^ 
And, with uplifted hands to Jove supreme . 
Thy vows preferring, aim thy certain shaft 175 
^^ At hini whose rage destruction spreads and death 
^' Through all our ranks ; if rather he be not 
*^ Some god displeasM for slighted sacrifice,*' 
To whom Lycaon : " Brave ^neas, chief 
Of many counsellors ; that nodding plume^ 180 
That glittVing shield, those fiery coursers, mark 
The path of Diomed's destructive rage. 
Some heav'nly powV, disguisM, his steps attends 
" Unseen, and urgeg him to valorous deeds 
'.^ Beyond the force of man ; or useless turns 185 
^^ Those shafts aside, which else had fiital prov'd. 
^^ Once at that chief my pointed shaft I aim'd, 
'^ And through the plaited mail his shoulder pierc'd ; 
'^ And thought, indeed, that to the shades below 
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I had 'consigned him ; yet, istill unsubdued^ 
' He lives ; some deity incens'd^ I deem. 

Chariot of war, or horses^ I have none ; 

Yet are there many in my father's house^ 

New^ splendid^ beautiful ; and hear them stand, 
^' Appropriate to each, the gen rous steeds 195 
^^ In order due. Much did my valued sire, 
*^ When to the war I came, with prudent care 

Advise, when mingling in the dreadful fight. 

To wheel the rapid car : I disobeyed 
^^ His better counsel, fearing most the want '300 
" Of proper forage in a town besieg'd : 
** I therefore left them, and on foot to Troy 
^' Led on my troops, confiding in my bow: 
*' Yet vain that trust, and unsuccessful prov'd. 
*^ Twice liave I aim'd the shaft ; Atrides felt, ' 205 
f And Dionied^ the wound: twice hath the blood * 
^^ Theirarmour stain'd; yet'serv'd but to incjrease ' 

And rouse their courage more. In evil hour. 

With unpropitious fate, I took them down ; 

That day, when I to Troy my forces led 210 

" • To aid great Hector in the doubtful war. 

Should I returp, and should these ey^s behold 

My father> wife, and all I hold most dear, 
^^ Let me or perish by some stranger's hand 

I 2 
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*' But I will break this treacherous bow in twsdb> 
'^ And bumi it in the fire^ as useless stuff.'*-^ 2l6 

When thus ^neas : ^^ Be it otherwise^ 
^' O Pandarus ; and let us fkst attack^ 
'' All**arni*d^ and in mix ehariot> this sam^ man :— 
^ Come^ then^ ascend my car^ and you, shall 
'' see S20 

^^ Our Trojan bo^-ses with superior skill 
'^ Tcain^d or to flee or to< pursue the foe; 
'' These will secure retreat, if Jo^ve^ arerse^ 
<^ To Diomed the vietory decnee. 
'^ Take then die reins and guide the rapid car 23S 
^^ Whilst I sustain ihe combat ; or do thou 
^^ The foe engage whilst I the: chariot guide."^ 

L}^caon's son replied : " O mighty chief, 
^ Take thou the reins and guide the rapid car; 
" Thy horses, all*acGUstom'd to thy voice^ 330 

'^ Will best the rein obey, should fate decide 
" That we must needs before the foe retire : 
'^ Wanting thy well-known voice, with terror seiz'd, 
*^ They will not bear us from the dang'rous fight; 
*^ But Diomed, enrag'd, will slay us both, 235 

^* And take thy noble steeds, the victor's meed. 
^^ Take thou the reins, thy rapid coursers guide, 
^^ Whilst I die shock of hostile arms sustain/* 
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Now, seated ta liie ciar^ with fmiotit «peed 
They sought the foe, all «agcfr to ei^age. 

Them Stb^nelus perceiv'tl, and thus in hast^ 
£rreat Tydeos' sen address'^ ^ ^^ FVitod, «iueh-be'- 

'^ lov'd, 
^ I see two "warrion of no commoii force 
'^ Who hither bend their way direct on thee; 
" Lycaoo*s son, wdl ski£l*d to aim the shaft, fi45 
^' And hnve j^eas, of a goddess bom, 
^^ Of Venus, mid Andiises boasts his sire. 
^' Retire we then, nor through the ranks of war 
^ Hazard diy life, thus fpreteest and alone.** 

To him Tydides sternly thus replred : mo 

f^ Talk not to me of flighty I will not hear; 
^^ And hold it base from danger bade to sbrin)^ 
'^ Or tremble at a foe ; my slrengldi is firm^ 
^' I win assail them as J am, on foot ; 
'' Pallas forbids to fear : nondiall they both SA5 

Escape, ^ogh aided by their Gonrsers' speed. 

Mark then my irords^ ShouMPidlas give success, 
^^ Should she, aU-wise, but grant me to subdue 
^' These Trojan chieft, do thou in safety leave, 
^^ WkJi reins secured, my horses and my ear^ s6o 
<^ And on the steeds of gi^at JSneas rush 
^' Mindful, Hid driw them to die Grecian camp: 
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They are of breed aetherial, which on Tros, 

To recompense the loss of Ganymede 
" His son, Saturnian Jove himself bestow'd ; 265 
*^ The best and fleetest which the sun beholds^ 
^* This breed Anchises from Laomedon 
" By stealth obtained ; four grace his ample stalls ; 
" Two bear iEneas through the ranks of war, 
^* Chief of renown : if we but capture these, 2^0 
^^ No trifling honour will our labours crown/' 

Whilst with his friend Tydides thus conferred, 
Borne by the rapid steeds the mighty chiefs 
Advanced; when thus. Lycaon's valiant son: 
" Since, then, my shaft hath ineffectual proved, 2^5 
" Norcheck'd thy daring courage,. I will try . 
*^ If this my spear can give a surer wound." 

Thus spake the chief, and hurFd it at his foe. 
Full on his shield it smote, and pierced the folds, . 
The point stood fixed in his plaited mail ; 280 

When thus, exulting, spake Lycaon's son : 
'^ Now art thou wounded, and severely too, . 
'^ Nor ihayst thou long endure ; the glory's mine." 

When thus Tydides, fearless: ^^'Tis not so; 
" Thy spear hath miss'd ;. yet shall not both escape, 
^* Nor cease, till, offered to the god of war, 286 
*^ One fall at least, arid jB^;e his thirst for blood.** . 
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He spake, and hurFd his lance : Minerva's self 
Its couTCC directed, and with force impell'd ; 
Beneath the eye it pass'd, within the teeth 290 
His tongue cut' sheer in twain, and through the chin 
The deadly point appeared : headlong he fell ; 
His glitt'nng armour rang, and with the diti 
The fright' ned coursers started : in the dust 
A breathless corpse he ky. Forth rush'd amain 295 
iEneas, with his shield and lifted spear 
Protecting ; as a lion, round he stalk'd, 
Threat'ning aloud destruction to the foe 
Who dar*d approach the dead, on spoil intent 

When now Tydides seized a cumbVous mass, 300 
The fragment of a rock ; not twice the force 
Of man, such as now live, might bear its weight ; 
This, pois'd in air, alone with ease he threw ; 
Full on his hip i£neas felt the wound. 
The rugged stone both tendons cut in twain, 305 
And crushed the bone : back on his knee he fell 
Recumbent ; scarce his hand might well support 
His weight ; and darkness on his eyelids pressed* 

And now the mighty chief had sunk in death : 
But Venus, ever watchful for her son> . 310 

Hast ned to save ; and first around him threw 
^er beauteous arms, and with her mantle veiFd * , 
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In splendi4 folds^ lest i^word or hostile spear 
Attacking might destroy; and frqm the fight 
Her much Jov'd spp, np)[K)rne with isase, conveyed, . 

Meautime the warlike son of Capaneus^ 3l6 

Attentive to his* charge^ apart removed 
The horses imd th^ ear of Diomed 
In s;^ety^ and them wdl with rei|is s0curVl ; 
And on the coursers of iEneas rush'd 320 

Mindful^ and drove them to the Grecian e^mp ; 
And to thy care, Deipylii^^ eoQsign'd, 
Whom most he valued^ and whose skill he knew : 
. Superior to conduct them to the ships : 
Aod then himself attentive marked the stieps 3 2$ 
Of Tydeiis* son, and near him rein*d his {^^eds* 

And npw Tydideisf with vindictive rage 
Pursued the go4dess \^ith uplifted spear, * 

Whom war's alarms and slaughter ill became ; 
Unskiird like Pallas to direct the war, 33® 

Or, like Bellona ifeFeie, to overthrow 
Be$ii^ged pities : eagisr he pursued^ 
And, rushing forwjM^^ Wg'd the d^rififg steel 
Throuigh h(Br bright robe ambrosial, i^ork divine^ 
Wrought by tba GraP^ ; lOa her hmd infixed 33$ 
The painful woui^, and lirew the p^rp]^ ^t^eain 
Ichor, whifih A^wiBf fram pure ijnEm¥»t|l fmiP€p; 



Frames of cd^stial kind^ whicii^ nor by vnm 

Nor bread sustainVi^ are pure s^nd spiritual^ 

Not ^bjeet to decay. With piercing cries 340 

Forth from her arms she <;ast her favoi^'d so^ : 

Hua dread Apojllo, maatled in a cloudy 

Bore far away from force of hostile ^pear ; 

When thus^ exulting^ Diomed exclaimed : 

^^ Cease^ goddess^ from the war^ and leave the 

'' field 34b 

^^ T9 £erce contending hostis : be thine the task 
^ To cheat sgad to deceive the softer sesc^ 
^^ Tempt not the war again; thdu who dhouldst 

^' fear 
^^ Aqid tremble at the name^ though dista^it &r/* 

Smarting with pain^ ili^ godde$i» quick r^tir'di 350 

* 

By Iris ted apart^ swift messenger 
Of heaven : from the wound sharp pain ensued 
Through aU her ten(kr frame : apart she found 
Mars on his shield reoUn*d, and in a cloud 
EaTdop'd thick his spear and winged steeds $ 35$ 
With bended knee^ and supplicating words^ . 
Her biK>th^ thus tiie goddess feir addressed : 

" Dear brother^ aid me, and thy chariot lend 
*' And horses ; to Olympus' height I go, 
^^ Seat of immortal godn : tnuch I endure 360 
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" From wound inflicted by a mortal hand^ 
*^ By Diomed, who would contend with Jove." 

She spake ; nor was her humble suit denied. 
Her, seated in the rapid car of Mars/ 
And sorely grieving, Iris thence convey'd : 365 
She seized the reins, and urgM the willing steeds 
To the blest seat of deities supreme, 
CMympus' lofty summit : there she staid 
The immortal coursers, with ambrosial food 
Sustained. Meantime the suiFVing jgoddess sought 
Her mother's tender care, and at her knees 3fl 
Fell prostrate : her Dione thus bespoke. 
And sooth'd with kindness and maternal love : 

" Alas, my child! from what immortal hand 
^^ Hast thou this shameful injury received, 375, 

" Unmerited by thee ?" When Venus thus t 

" From Diomed this insult I sustain, 
" For that I bore in safety from the war 
*^ My much-lov'd son : Trojans and Greeks no more 
" Engage, for these would e'en with Jove contend." 

To whom Dione : " Patient bear, my child, 381 
'^ Though griev'd : from men we suffer ; yet our* 

" selves, 
" Although immortal, cause each other woe. 
^^ Mars suffered, whom Aloius' mighty sons. 
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*^ Otus and Ephialtes, bound with chains, 
^^^Iri brazen cave confin'd : nor had escap'd, 
" But that the beauteous Eriboea soon 
To Mercury his prison-house disclosed. 
Who stole him thence, oppressed with pain and 
grief. 

" Much Juno suffered when Amphitryon's son 390 
" With barbed arrow pierc'd her tender breast, 
^^ Inflicting pains severe. Pluto endur'd 
'^ Acutest torture at the gates of hell. 
Surrounded by the manes of the dead. 
From the same hand Herculean : to the seat 395 
Of mighty Jove, on high Olympus'^ top, 
'^ He hasf ned : in his shoulder deep infixt, ' 
" The barbed shaft caus*d agonizing pains : 
'^ Him Paeon's skill, with herbs medicinal, ' 
" Not subject to mortality, restored. 400 

'•^ Ill-fated I insolent! whose daring soul 
To impious deeds aspir'd, to fight with gods : 
Minerva urg'd him to this cruel deed. 
" Rash mortal ! nor'doth Diomed perceive 
'^ How few his years who dares with gods contend: 
^^ No children greet him with their welcome joy, 
^^ Climbing his knees; whep safe from War retum'd. 
'* Then let him, brave and mighty as he is, 
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^^ Coiisider 91^11^ Aest soaae more pow'ffui ^ 

^^ Revenge thy cause^ and check his isad -oamer ; % 19 

^^ Or lest Aglaia^ startiog from her fileep^ 

^^ Shall seek in vain the hiiftbaiid of her y^o^ttth; 

^ With loud lament her faithM servttnts isaU^ 

'^ To join with hers their sympathizing t^ors^ 

^^ Aglaia £ur^ from gnaat Adrastw sprangi 4lft 

^^ The inucb4ovM partner of Tydides* bed*** 

She spabe ; and^ gently pressiiig with her tnad. 
Cleansed the light wounds and aU her piHn reniot^d. 

But Juno and Minerva with hatsh ^ffCft^A 
And taunts sev^ere .Satuminn Jove bespake : 420 

^^ May we> great Jove, freely <Hir thdu^^ de^ 
^^ ckre^ 
^' Nor blame incur \ Slome Crredim fstir^ 'iii4)drd 
^^ By VenuA to her iavour*'d TrqjaiTe enow 
^^ ^ox those alone she loves), in fond caress 
'^ Hath^ with the gold^i cinctut^ of her vest, 42$ 
^^ Wounded the softness of her Ibvely kiuaA^^ 

Hius spake they : Jove with 'fip|>hObatioR'8m3^d, 
And thus^iddfess'd the gentle pew'r t>f ievet 

^^ The shook of armfi, my <)bild^ and tented fidd, 
'^ But ill become thy tnilder itiflnence, 430 

^^ Best suited to the softer ties of love : 
'^ Mars, Pallas, guide the thunder of the wttr/' 



Wlspbl: tkissi the hesM^nl^ pow'vsi Mnmi^g saf. 
Fierce on iBneas rush'd Tydides' mighty 
Althoug}! pnatectadf^by the god of d&f « 435* 

Daunliess^hestilipiirsuedl with eager hftste 
Tb siigr liie fbe^^ and reap th^. glbrioufi spoils. 
Thrice with iiqpetao,U6 mge he onvrard rash-d^ 
And. tibriee A^ollo^ wit^ kis <kiezKiig shield^ 
Check'd^ ii^ midway thev.valbpous^ empmse ; 440 

But when again^ witb i&c^ than mortal force^ 
H^dar^d the figh* renew, ift angry tone 
Him thus the oflfendtd' deity^ bespoke : 

Consider wel^ and cease the unec^ual fight, 
Tydideei^ noF contenti^ witfe heavenly pow'fsJ* 44 S 
He spak'e : reluetaat> IMomed retir'dy 
inghisang^: wheu-to^Hiotfsctow^i' 
Secure the gpd conveyed Anchi«s- son. 
And' in his temple plae- d ; by the fene^ care 
Of Dian and Latona soon restored. 450 

An airy form- Apollo now design-d, 
In sembkuco'like iEheas^ and' in arms> 
Round whichtthe^ht rekindled': now'^e Greeks, 
Bfow Trojanf, i^ield witli shield and spear with 

i^ar 
Clashing, with^rageiticreaa'd, contending fought; 
But Phoebus thus the* god of war address- d : 4^6* 
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^^ O Mars, whom. slaughter? and the ensaiiguin'd 
" fiel4 
^^ .,Whoin cities overthrown do most deUght, 
" Dost thou not chqck Tydides' daring course, 
" Who, would with mighty Jove, himself contend?; 
^^ Venus severely feels his vengefal spear ; 46t 

" And even on me, like to some god he rush'd." 
, .He spake, and to the lofty tow'rs of Troy . > 

Pursued his way : Mars mingled with the host. 
Assumed the form of Thracian Achamas, ' 463r 

And thus the sons of Priam urg*d to war : 

" O sons of Priam, favour d of high Jove, 
^f Why suffer ye the foe thms long to thin 
^^ Our ranks, and at our very gates contend ? 
" iEneas falPn, belov'd like Hectpr's self, 470 

^^ Let us regain, or perish in the attempt." 

Thus he their courage .rous*d; when, with re^ 
proach 
Severe, Sarpedon Hector thus rebuk'd : 
" Where now thy boasted courage, valorous chief! 
^* Thou, who alone, unaided, unallied, 475 

^^ With thine own kinsmen wouldst repulse the foe? 
Why do they shun the dangers of the fields 
Fearing as dogs the Hon ? — y^e alone. 
Allies, support the war. What though from far. 
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" ^ix>m Lycia and from Xs^nthus' yellow strealm, 
" I came to Priam's aid ; — ^there all I hold 480 
Most dear, — possessions^ children, wiffe, remain;—^ 
^Y^Xthe Lycians to the battle lead, 
" And dare Tydides' might, without a risk 
^^ But life, which I contemn : you stand aloof, 485 
'^ Nor give oommand this onset to oppose. 
^f Bevc^X^, lest by the toils hemm'd in and caught, 
^^ You fall an easy victim to the foe, 
'^ Who will your city to the flames consign. 

Hector, to yoXi this weighty care belong, 490 
By night, by day, to animate, to rouse . 
The chiefs and Jeaders of thy brave allies. 
That they stand firm ; but spare reproachful 

" words/; 
Thus spake Sarpedon. Stung with just reproof. 
Hector, all-arm'd, from forth his chariot sprung, 495 
And through the ranks of war with eager steps 
Hast'ni^g, their courage rous'd : they clos'd their 

ranks . 

- 

And dar'd the Grecian host, which firmly stood. 

As 0h the consecrated floor the wind 
Di^persei^ the light chaff, aind separates 500 

The solid gnitn^ what tinae the rip'ned fruit 
Of yellow Cer€% crowns the winndwer^s toil. 
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GraJbefvd^ the light chaiF wkilesiB aefi the groimii:;. 

Sb^ whif Aed by the diist^ fr6ni> num'rous hoofs 

Uprais'd and rapid chariots^ to the fi^t 50 A 

The Greeks naov'd &a. Meantime the' god of war^ 

In aid of Troy^ thick darkness shed around 

Afr through the ranks he pass'd : for thus in* charge 

Apollo gave to rouse them to the fight ; 

Whilst Pallas^ absent^ sought the realms aboi^ 910' 

Pallas^ the bulwark of the Greciaix host» 

Now from the sacred faa^ie, by Phoebus led^ 
In strength ren^d^ .ffineas joined the wap : 
Him safe retum'd with joy the host received. 
Nor que8tion*d how ; such urgent;»danger pi^ite-'d^ 
And labour of the fields by Mars upraisM> 5^1 ff 

By dread Apollo^ and by Discord fell. 

Nathless the Grecians^ with Laertes- sen, 
Ajax^ acid Diomed, in firm array 
Their troops eiieouF2^ing> the battle dar'd, 3Q& 
Eeaxless. As clouds upon^ the mountain brow 
Hang threatening, when the tempest, hush*d by 

JoVe, 
And boist'rous winds ai^e luird in ci^ems d^l^^ 
Winds whose iiitpetuoils blasts the douds^r^* ^.erse: 
So firm the GMcian host awaits the fee ; fi95 

Whom thw Atrideei animates to war: 
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Courage, my friends, now arm we to the fight; 
^^ Vie with each other in heroic deeds ; 
*^ The brave meet safety in the shock of arms; 
'' Cowards in flight both life and honour lose.** 530 
He spake, and huri'd his spear ; whose vengeful 

force 
The son of Perg asu fgf Deicoon, felt. 
Companion of iEneas ; high esteem*d 
As Priam*s sons, and fam*d for valorous deeds. 
The spear his shield transfix'd, and through the 

belt 
Deep ii^ his groin infixed the mortal wound: 536 
He fell ; and on the ground his armour rang. 

iSneas then two Grecian chieftains slew, 
Crethon, Orsilochus, Diocles' sons ; 
In Pherae's lofty city long he dwelt, 540 

Rich in estate, from sacred Alpheus sprung, 
Whose copious stream through Pylos takes its 

course; 
Diocles boosts from great Orsilochus 
His high descent: Crethon, Orsilochus, 
Twin-bom, braye, warlike, from Diocles claim'd . 
A father's care : in early youth they came 546 

To aid the sons of Atreus on the plains 
Of Troy ; and both there found an early grave. 
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As from the cloud-eapt mountains eraggy brc»v^ 

And deep-embow'iiDg wood^ the lioQ^9 wbelp$ 650 

Descending^ fir^t the ^h^herd's fold essay, 

Atid desolate the plain> by force assaiVd 

Of nun^bers fall ; so fell Piocles* so»9j 

Slain by iEneas ; as two lofty pines. 

Pride of the forest, bow thei^^S^beads* 555 

Struck with compassion at their early fate> 
Forth Menelaus, clad in armour, rush'd 
With lifted spear : him then the god of war 
Urg'd to meet death from great ^neas* arm. 

But Nestor's son, Antilochus, perceiv'd, 560 

And hastened to assist ; for much he fear'd 
Lest, Menelaus slain, abortive prove 
The toils and laboi^rs of the doubtful war» 
With adverse spears, high brandisht in the air. 
Already they prepared and aim*d the blow, 66S 

When Nestor's son advanced. The Trojan chief 
The unequal combat shunn d, and quick retir'd. 
Nor claim'd the spoil : when to the Grecian host 
The chiefs victorious dragg'd their slaught'red 

friends. 
From insult sav'd, and to their post return'd^ 570 

Then fell Pylaemenes, like Mars in fight, 
Cjhief of the warlike Faphlagonian band^. 
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By Menelaus slain^ whose pondVdus liiword 
Fix'd in his tender throat the fatal wound. 

Next My don felt thy force, Antilochiis ; 5^5 
Mydon, Atymnis' son, Pylaemon's friends 
As he the chariot tum*d the impetuous stone 
Shattered his arm ; down fell the studded reins 
From his enfeebled grasp ; when, rushing on 
With lifted sword, Antilochus advanc*d, 580 

And in his temple fix*d the deadly wound : 
Headlong he fell, and, poised in depth of sand. 
Beneath his shoulders sank ; his plunging steeds 
The lifeless corpse extended on the* plain : 
Arms, chariot, horses, all the victor^s meed. 585 

Hector observ*<f indignanf, and with shout 
Advanced exulting : him the god of War, 
Him fierce Bellona, mairshaird to the fight, 
With Discord near attendant ; in his hand 
Mars, brandishing aloft his spear, of size 500 

Enormous, now advancing in the van. 
Now in the rear, spread terror and dismay. 

Tydides saw, and trembled at the sight. 
As the lorn traveller his way pursues 
With weary step the level plain across, 5^5 

Sudden he meets the wasting torrent's course 
Wide rushing to the sea ; then back with fear 
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And disappointment starts ; Tydides thus 
Sudden retired, and said : ^^ O warlike friends ! 

The might of Hector we have oft admir*d^ 6oo 

And dauntless courage in the doubtful war^ 
" But him some present deity protects 
" From danger ; now, in mortal shape disguised, 
*^ Mars all his steps attends : retreat we then 
" Facing our foes, nor with the gods contend." 605 

He spake : with rapid march the Trojan host 
Advanced : then Hector slew two valiant chiefs, 
M enesthes and Anchialus ; one car 
Both heroes through the ranks of war conyey'd. 

Ajax, with pity mov*d, their fell observ'd, 6 10 
And, near approaching,*hurrd hi^glittering spear. 
And smote Amphion, son of Selagus ; 
In cattle, in possessions rich, he dwelt 
In well-built Paesus ; but o'er-ruling fate 
To Priam and his sons the chief allied : 6l5 

Through his strong belt the Telamonian spear 
His entrails pierc'd : he fell, his armour rang, 
Ajax impetuous to the spoil advanced ; 
On him the Trojans pour'd an iron showV ; 
His ample shield their numerous points received : 
Nathless his spear he from the slain withdrew^ 
But left the spoil, reluctant ; for the fo^ 
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Pressed on in numbers^ chiefs of high renown^ 
Many and brave^ to cut off all retreat 
Intent : though great in armd^ retiring still 625 
He fought; nor might withstand^ nor deign'd to 

fly. 
Thus through the field the various battle rag'd. ' 
Now fate impell'd the brave Tlepolemus 
To meet Sarpedon^ like a god in arras ; 
Alcides* offsprings and the son of Jove. 630 

Tlepcdemus in boasting terms began : 

" Sarpedon^ of the Lycian forces chiefs 
^ Unskiird in war^ and fearful to engage^ 
^ Erring report doth call thee son of Jove ; 
^ But thou art far indeed inferior 635 

^ To Joye*s high offspring bom in former times ; 
^ Such as my father, mighty Hercules, 
* Intrepid, brave; who with six ships alone 
^ Laid waste and desolated lofty Troy, 
Though few his forces ; but the treacbeiy 640 
Of false Laomedon his wrath incurred : 
Thy people perish through thy cowardice ; 
^ Nor is thy aid effectual : boast, no more 
^ TTiy prowess ; for by me, if right I deem, 
^ Now conquVed, thou shalt enter Pluto's realm." 
Sarpedon answered : " True, Tlepolemus, 
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^^ He Troy $iihdued> chiefly from want of skill 

^^ 'And prudent conduct in Laomedon ; 

'* Who for past service made return ingrate, 

^ And added words reproachful^ nor restored 650 

*^ The horses^ for the which Alcides came : 

^^ For thee, dire fate, from this my spear, awaits - '^ 

^* Thy steps : maugre thy boast, the glory mine ; 

*' Thine instant death, and Pluto's gloomy shades/' 

I{e spake : Tlepolemus with lifted arm 655 

Advanced, and both their hostile weapons threw 
At the same time : Sarpedon's rapid lance 
Pierc'd through thy neck, Tlepolemus, and death, 
Quick doath, ensued ; but yet not unreveng'd : 
Thy weapon pierc*d Sarpedon's thigh, the point 66a 
Drailk deep the blood ; but with protecting hand 
Jove interpos'ci^ and sav'd his son from death : 
His friends convey'd him, bleeding, from the field, 
Dragging the spear along, still deep infixt. 
With bitter pain ; yet the confusion such, 66^ 
And labour of the field, no thought occurred 
To ease his suflTrings and extract the spear. 
Intent alone to save their woimded friend* 
The Greeks, meantime, Tlepolemus apart 
Remov'd,^ and greatly moum*d the hero slain. 6j0 

His fall Ulysses saw ; compassion mov*d 
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His mighty soul ; but whether to pursue 

The son of Jove himself, or to disperse 

The Lycian bands, his prudent thought engaged ; 

Yet was it not to him by fistte assigned 6f5 

To jslay the mighty son of Jove supreme: 

Minerva to the Lycians turn'd his force. 

Alastor, Chromius, Coiranus, he s1ew> 
Alcander, Halius, Noemon, Pr3rtanis, 
And more Ulysses' vengeful sword had slain ; 680 
But Hector saw^ and hasf ned through the ranks. 
Clad in bright armour, spreading deaths around. 
Sarpedon at his near approach rejoic*d. 
And thus, in plaintive words, his aid implored : 

^^ O son of Priam, now thy friend protect, 68^5 
^* Nor leave me wounded, to the Greeks a prey ; 
^^ Save but from them, and t to fete resign, 
*^ Content in Troy to perish ; since decreed 
*^ I no return shall find, nor joy dispense 
*^ Nor glad the heart or of my wife or son." 690 

He spake, but Hector pass'd in silence on— ^ 
No time for parley-*-to repulse the foe. 
And satiate his revenge. His friends, meantime. 
Under the beech of Jove Sarpedon placM, 
The spear extracted, and relieved his pain 5 S^S 
But chiefly Pelagoh^ his constant friend; 
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Fainting he lay^ his eyes near clos'd in death ; 
And then again reviv'd^ as round his lips 
Play'd the light air and vivifying brieeze. 

The Grecian host^ meantime^ by Mars assaiFd^ 
And Hector plad in arms^ nor to their ships 7^1 
Repuls'd^ nor yet advancing on the foe^ 
Maintained the fi^t ; but from the god of war^ 
And from unequal combat^ slow retired. 
Whom first, whom last, did mighty Hector slay, 7^5 
And brazen Mars ? First, Teuthrans met his fate, 
Orestes next, then Trechus warlike chief, 
(Enomaus, Helenus, Oresbius 
With riches blest ; in Hyla fair he dwelt. 
Near to Cephissus* lake ; a country rich 71^ 

And populous : when Juno them perceived 
Destrojdng many Grecians through the field. 
Thus Pallas she addressed : ^^ Daughter of Jove, 
*^ Unconqu^red maid, vain all pur promises 
" Of war successful, and of safe return 71 ^ 

" Tq Menelaus, if we sufiTer thus 
^ Uncertain Mars to deal destwction. round : 
^^ Consider, then, and arm we to the war." 

She spake ; nor did Minerva disobey : 
But Saturn 8 daughter, Juno venerable, 7^0 

In haste the fiery-footed steeds prepared, 



r. THE ILUD. 137 

Richly caparisoned. Hebe^ meantime^ 
The^ well-wrought wheels of polisht brass pre- 
pared. 
And on the iron axle fix'd : bright gold 
Shone in the fellies, but the tire was brass ; 7^^ 
The naves of polisht silver, round and smooth ; 
Braces of gold the circling car upheld : 
The silver pole she fix'd, and from its end 
The golden yoke suspended ; and made fast 
The traces, bright with gold. Eager for war, 73Q 
Juno. herself the immortal coursers yok'd. 
But Pallas, daughter of Satumian Jove, 
The varied mantle, which her hands had wrought, 
Laid on. the starry pavement of high heav'n ; 
The mail of cloud-compelling Jove she took, 735 
And arm*d her for the war. Her hand sustained 
Jove's aegis^ terrible, encircled round 
With fear : Contention there, there Violence, 
There rash and heady Persecution ; 
And in the midst the dreadful Grorgon head, 740 
Monster portentous, fearful to behold, 
!lp)nsign of mighty Jove : then o'er her brow 
The helmet, gold embossed, with varied crest. 
Capacious of a hundred cities' force. 
She plac'd ; then mounted on her rapid car, 7^5 
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Grasping a spear^ huge^ weighty^ - terrible^ 
Which turns whole hosts^ in terror and dismay^ 
To flight, who dare her just revenge incur. 
Juno, impatient, urg'd the steeds along : 
Th0 gates of heav'n spontaneous openVi wide, 7^^ 
Kept by the watchful Hours, whose constant care 
Or light or darkness sheds o'er spacious heav'n: 
Through the wide portal flew the rapid steeds s 
Seated apart from other deities. 
On the high summit of Olympus* top, 755 

Satumian Jove they found ; when, from her car 
Descending, Juno mighty Jove addressed : 
^^ Art thou not, justly too, displeas'd to see 
Such daring outrage from the god of war? 
How many Grecians of superior note 7^^ 

He hath destroyed, whilst I their loss deplore I 
Venus meantime, and Phoebus, in his work 
'^ Of death exult, and urge him to such deeds. 
*^ Great Jove, will it displease thee if I drive 
^ Mars from the field with most disgt^ceful 
'' wounds ?" f$i 

When cloud'Compelling Jove thus answer madei 
" Urge Pallas to the task ; for she alone 
^^ Can quell his rage, and all his fury stay/* 
He spake 5 but Juno urg'd the willing steeds 
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Midway *tmxt earth and heay*n*s high arch^ roof: 
Wide as the space which mortal eye may ken 771 
O'er ocean^s level from some lofty site. 
So far, each bound, the immortal couraers flew. 
And now they reached the distant plains of Troy, 
Where Simois' and Scamander's streams unite ; 77^ 
There Juno staid her chariot, and in clouds 
And darkness thick enveloped, whilst with food 
Ambrosial Simois fed the immortal steeds. 

And now the goddesses, in form like doves, 
Mov'd on, intent to aid the Grecian host : fSO 

And where the bravest of their chieftains stood. 
With Diomed, in dread array conjoint. 
Like lions fierce, or as the mountain boars 
Of more than common force ; there Juno staid 
Her course, and rais'd her voice like Stentor loud. 
Whose brazen throat, amid the din of arms, 7^6 
And the dread clamour of the war was heard. 
^^ O shame! O scandal to the Grecian name! 
In form alone excelling ! Whilst in arms 
Achilles sGOur'd the plain, within their walls 79^ 
Shut lip, the Trojans dar'd not once advance 
^^ Beyond their gates, such dread his spear conveyM: 
^^ Now at your ships they foremost dare contend.*' 
Thus she with courage every breast inspired : 









140 THE ILIAD. V, 

But Pallas sought Tydides ; him she found 
Near to his steeds reclin'd, overspent with toil. 
And sorely wounded by the unerring shaft 
Of Pandarus ; his shield's enormous weight 
Wearied his aching limbs ; the galling belt 
He loosened, and wash'd oflF the clotted gore : 800 
The goddess, leaning on his chariot, spoke : 
A son, of note inferior, Tydeus owns. 

And of degenerate race ; what though in form 
'^ Diminutive himself, yet brave in arms : 
^^ For ev*n when I forbade, and check'd his ire, 805 
" What time he went on embassy to Thebes 
" To the Cadmeans, when I gave in charge 
'^ That he should peaceably demean himself, 
'^ Yet, such as heretofore his daring soul, 
*^ He challenged all, and all with ease subdued ; 810 

Such aid I gave. You, also, I. assist 

And guard, and bid you dare the Trojan host ; . 

But or fatigue and labour of the field 

Thy limbs unnerve, or fear thy soul invades, 
" Unworthy to be call'd brave Tydeus* son." 815 

When Diomed replied : " I know thee well, 
^^ Daughter of Jove supreme, nor will conceal. 

But rather willingly the truth declare ; 

For nor fatigue, nor labour of the field. 
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^^ Nor fear my soul invades ; thy strict command 
" Alone deters me : thou didst order me 821 

*' To shun the contest where the gods engag*d, 

Venus alone excepted, but with force 

To drive the feeble goddess from the war : 
^^ I therefore now retire, and bid retreat 825 

*^ The Grecian host, for Mars directs the war.'* 

When Pallas thus : ^'^ O much-lov'd Diomed, 
'^ Fear not this Mars, nor any deity, 
'^ Should others tempt the fight, such aid I give : 
^^ Direct on him thy rapid coursers drive, 830 

And aim thy spear, nor reverence the god 

Thus blindly raging ; author of all ill, 
*^ Inconstant as the wind ; who promised erst 
*^ To Juno and to me the Greeks to aid, 
^ And now, forgetful, leads the Trojan arms/'* 835 

Thus saying, from his seat, with potent hand. 
She Sthenelus removed ; and, rushing on. 
Herself his place supplied : the goddess sat 
By Diomed, and grac'd his martial car. 
The beechen axle groaned beneath the weight 840 
Of the dread goddess and the Grecian chief: 
Minerva seiz'd the reins, and through the ranks 
Drove, tow'rds remorseless Mars, the rapid steeds. 

Just then the god of war had overthrown 
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Ocheaius' son^ the warlike Periphas^ 

Of stature vast ; when oW h^ radiant head^ 

Invisible to all^ Minerva placed 

The helmet of black Orcus. Mars beheld. 

With joy exulting^ Diomed's approach ; 

The spoils of fallen Periphas he left, 850^ 

And on the Grecian chief bent all his force: 

His brazen spear with levelFd aim he hurFd, 

Intent on slaughter ; but Minerva*s hand 

The chief protected, and the weapon's point 

Or tum'd aside, or spent in empty air. 855 

Then rose the strength of matchless Diomed, 
Whose spear, by Pallas urg'd, his belt transfixed. 
And drank immortal bipod : the god with pain 
Writh'd his hugeform, and rais*d a shout that rent 
The distant sky, loud as the din of war s6o 

When thousands combat : pale dismay assaiFd 
Trojans and Greeks, so terrible the noise. 
As clouds condensed with darkness overspread 
The face of heav*n, when Sirius* raging heat. 
By southern winds increased, its influence sheds 865 
O'er the wan earth ; thus rising through the air 
Mars to Tydides' wond'ring eyes appear'd. 

Soon to the realms of light the god arrived. 
And, seated near to Jove, oppressed with grief 
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And pain^ th^ wouiul he show^d^ and thud com^ 
plain'd : 870 

^^ Such daring act& must needs thy anger movej 
^* Father supreme I that high immortal powers 
^ For mortal men should such dissendioti fi6ve, 
Such pains endure : nor art thou least tor blame^ 
Whose daughter^ P^llas^ dares siK^h moDStrous 
^' deeds: 875 

^^ All other deities thy will obey ; 
^^ Pallas alone no order^ no control 
^^ From thee recdves ; she roleth unrestraint^ 
^* I^dulg'd by thee in most atrocious deeds : 
^^ She urg'd Tydides to contend with gods : SSO 
Venus hath feh the daring mortaFs force^ 
By wound unseemly pain'd ; and now on mey 
'^ Like some superior deity, he rush*d : 
^^ Flight only sav'd me, or mid heaps of slain 
^^ I stiil had suffered on the blood-stain'd field, 885 
^^ Vanquisht, subdued, di^rac'd, by mortal man !" 
Jove sternly thus replied : *' Think not to move 
^^ My pity, fickle and detested god ; 
** Whom war delightetb^ whom contention dire, 
" And slaughter indiscriminate, attend ; 890 

^* Whose stubborn mind no suppliant voice can 
^ touch. 
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*' Imjdacable as Juno's vengeful hate, 

*' Which I can scarce restrain : from her advice 

'^ I do imagine thou dost suflfer this ; 

*' Yet for thou call'st me Either I will heal 895 

Thy pains, though hateful thou; from other 
sprung. 

Long since from highest heav'n to deepest hell, 
« With Titans chain'd, I'd hurl'd thee bellowing 
« down." 

He spake ; when Paeon all his art applied^ 
Cleanft^d the deep wound^ and all his pains removed. 
As when the juice of figs ccagolates 90I 

The milk> and separates the hardening curd^ 
Tum'd swiftly b}r the skilful maiden's hand ; 
Thus by his hand applied, medicinal 
And softening applications heal'd the wound. 905 

Hebe the bath prepared ; then robes divine 
His limbs invested : glorying in his might 
He sat beside the King of gods and men. 

But Juno and Minerva to the throne 
Of Jove i-eturn'd, when quell'd the frantic rage gio 
Of Mars, and staid his desolating arm. 
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£ach host^ unaided^ to the bftttle mov'd ; 
Now h^re, noW there, the tide of canque^t flow'd. 
With variom success^ throughout the ptain, 
Twixt Simois* stream and Xanthus* rapid course. 
When Ajax, bulwark of the Grecian host, 5 

Broke through the Trojan ranks, and turn*d the 

day: 
The bravest of the Tbnacian bands be slew. 
Enormous Acalnas, Eussorus* son : 
The impetuous weapon pierc'd his helmet through. 
Then, in his forehead fixt, it cleft th^ bone> 10 
Such force impfelfd ; and darkness closed hift eycis. 

Ty dides next the son of Teuthrans slew, 
Axylus : in Arisba fair he dlwett. 
With riches blest, near to the pubitc way 
His dwelling : thus a general friend to man, Id 
He lov'd tbeoQf all, and all their wants r^lter'd : 
Yet none were found to succour his distrctfs^: 
His faithful servant perisbM by bis side, 
Calesius } one grave received them both. 
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Now Dresus perish^d^ and Opheltius, 
Slain by Euryalus ; who next pursued 
^sepus fair^ and Pedasus^ twin-bom, 
Whom Abarbarea to Bucolion bore ; 
Bucolion, son of great Laomedon ; 
First of his race, yet secret was his birth t 25 

Tending his flock, Bucolion won the nymph. 
Who bore him twins; yet short their fleeting 

years. 
Slain by £)iiryalus ; their arms his spoil. 

Then Pol)rpoete8 slew Astjralus ; 
And by thy sword, Ulysses, vanquished, fell 30 

Percosian Pidytes : Teucer^s shaft 
Pierc'd Aretaon ; Nestor's valiant son 
Ablerus slew : Atrides, Elatus ; 
In lofty Pedasus, by Satnia's stream. 
He. dwelt. But Leitus his flying foe 3&^ 

Phylax transfixed : Eur3rpylus overthrew 
Melanthius : alive Adrastus fell 
A prisoner in MenelausV hands : 
His frightened coursers fled the plain and broke 
The chariot pole, entangle4 in the boughs ^40 
Of the tough tamarisk ; then, disengaged. 
With others routed, to the city, ran. 
Such terror reigned : Adnastus headlv^ag fell,. 
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RoU'd.in the dust. Atr ides quick ad vianc'd^ 

Add aim'd his fatal spear ; with suppliant voice 45 

Adrastus thus preferred his humble suit : 

*^ Save ttie, Atrides^ and a random take, 
^' Oc gold or iron wrought, or sculptured brass ; 
" Which my fond father, with no sparitig hand, 
" Will gladly give, if at thy hollow ships . 50 

^* . He shall bqt hear his much-lov'd son still lives/* 

He spake, and pity touch'd his generous mind ; 
He paus'dy. and check'd his rage ; and had conveyed 
His captive to. the ships, but with rebuke 
SevjCre thus interposed the king of men : 55 

,*';Heav*ns! Menelaus; what! is this a time 
*^ To spare one Trojan ; can they at thy hands 
^^ Deserve or pity or compassion ? No ; 
** Yea, rather let not one escape alive, 
*' Perish the race entire, and all with Troy, 6o 
** Unburied, in one general ruin falL" 

He spake, and chang'd his brothers wav'ring 
inind. 
Who thrust Adrastus from him with disdain : 
Him Agamemnon slew ; the spear transfix'd 
V^is bowels, prone he fell ; the victoif s heel 65 
Insults the dead as forth his spear he draws ; 
WTien Nestor lotidly to the Grecians call'd : 
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Friends, Greeian heroes, warriors of renown, 
^ Think not of spoil, but let your vengeful swords. 
^' Exterminate the foe ; then, at }^i|r ease, JQ 

^^ Despoil them of their arms, the victor's meed/* 

Thus Nestor rous'd their courage to the war: 
Then had the routed Trojans to their walls 
Retreated, iior had dar^d resist the foe. 
But Helenus, well skilFd in augury, 7^ 

To Hector and i£neas thus exdaim'd : 

^ O mighty chiefs, you who alone sustain 
'' And bear the weight of war, you who direct 
^^ Our counsels, stay this most disgraceful flight, 
^^ Ere they return, like cowards, to their home, 80 
^' Scorn and derision of their enemies ; 
^^ Then we, all wearied as we are and spent 
*^ With toil, will yield to hard necessity, 
^^ And check the foe or perish in the cause. 

Hector, do thou our royal mother seek, 8S 

(For thus we counsel,) let her quiekly ca|l 
" The venerable matrons to the fane v 

Of Patlas in the lofty citadel ; 

Let her select the robe of richest dye 
^ And choicest work, invaluable, rare, g4 

Meet present lor a god, and at her kntes 

Offer with humble supplication due ; 
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'^ And let twelve heifers on her attars sflMke, 
Yearlings^ unblemisht ; if perchance she take 
Compassion^ and o\tr wives and children spare^ 
*' And from our city for Tydides drite^ §6 

^^ The bravest of the Greeks ; for not the sWord 
^^ Of sw% Achilles sDch destriitetion wrought^ 
^^ Though from a goddess sprung; of mtlSehleiii 

^^ tkrength^ 
" No mortal may with Diomed compare/' 100 

He sp^e ; Hector his counsel well approv'd^ 
And from his chariot kap'd all-armed fofdi i 
Two speirs he brandished^ and throng the nmki 
Pa3s*d on^ and all their drooping courage raised : 
Again they tutn'd^ s^in they dar'd the fight. 10& 
The Grecians paus'd, and from the slaughter 

ceased; 
For well they cteem*d some potent deity^. 

Descending from above, their Courage am^d ;, 
So quick tiiey rallied, and renewed the war. 

When Hector thus ; " Trojans, allies, be brave . 
^^ And dare the battle, whilst to Troy I go. 111 
^^ By urgent business pusss'd, to give in chai^, 
^^ That IVojan matrons wA wise counsellors 
" Of age nk^ure, with supplicatiofi meet, 
^^ And htoi^mbs^ the <^ftded gi)d9 appease.** 115 
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Thus saying, Hector to the city mov'd, 
Protected by bis ponderous massy shield. 
Whose utmost verge his ample shoulders hid. 
Descending to bis feet, so vast the orb. 

But Giaucus, son of great Hippolochus, 120 

And Tydeus' son, before each host advanced 
To fight \ when near, thus Diomed began : 

'^ And who art thou, bravest of mortal race ? 
'^ I have ne'er seen thee in the ranks of war 

Before this day ; yet now thy daring sOul 1 25 
Impels thee to withstand my fatal spear : 
" Unhappy they whose sons my strength defy. 
*^ But if some deity from heav'n thou com'st, 
I war not with the gods : for Dryas' son, 
Lycurgus, did not long the light enjoy 130 

Of life, contending with immortal gods; 
Who erst through Nyssa*s consecrated grove 
^^ Dfove Bacchus and his votaries : with fear. 
With terror seiz'd, they fled, and ca^faway ' 
Their sacred thyrsi ; Bacchus fled amain, 135 
Pright'ned> and sought protection in the sea ; ' ' 
*^ Thetis retfeiv'd him, trembling at the voice 
^' And stem rebtike of man; But, much displeased,' 
" The gods this deep-felt injury rey45lig'd ; ' ' 

** Saturniaa Jove himself with blindness struck 140 
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The offending mortal ; nor yet long his days^ ' 

By all the gods detested and abhorred. 

I will not, therefore, with the gods contend. 

If mortal thou,, by earth's productions fed, 
^' Approach, and thou shalt quickly meet thy fatel** 

Glaucus thus answered : ^^ Mighty Diomed, 146 
^ My name and lineage why dost thou inquire ? 
'^ As leaves to leaves succeed, so man to man : 
« These fell and wither; then, by spring i^new'd, 
*^ In quick succession rise : so mortal man 1 50 
^' To man succeeds, and falls. But wouldst thou 

" know 
** Of my descent (for many know it well), ' 

^^ On the utmost bounds of Argos, iam'd for steeds; 

Lies Ephyra's iair town, within whose walls 

Dwelt Sisyphus, of men most prudent deem'd^ 
^' The son of ^olus ; to him was born 1 56 

'^ Glaucus^ the father of Bellerophon, 
** For beauty as for courage fiur rehown'd, * 

^^ Giftof the gods. Proetus with evil mind ^ 

^^ Exird Bellerophon, for great his pow*r l65 

'^ Amongst the Grecian states, so Jove ordainM. 
^' His form attracted fair Anteia*s love, ' 

** The wife of Proetus,. but his prudent mind 
^^ Scom'd to dishonour Proetus. She, with rage *' 
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Of disappointed love^ thiis falsely chai^'d 
Bellerophon with foulest calumiiy : 
^* ^ Or die thyself or slay Bellerophon, 
" ^ Who basely sought to stain my Proetus' bed/ 
** She spake: fell rage inflam'd the monarclfi^ 

'^ mind, 
^* Yet fear'd he to destroy the godlike youth ; 1 7© 
But sent to Lycia, with no friendly view. 
With tablets seaFd, whose ominous contents 
Might quick destructtoh bring, with strictest 

charge 
To show the fatal tablets. By the gods 
Protected, he to Lycia bent his way : 17^ 

'^ And now arrived at Xanthus* fertile fields, 
The king with honour due received his guest. 
And spread the feast, and sacrifices meet 
Nine days the altars crown'd ; when the tenth 
mom 

'^ With ruddy light appeared, tbe f»ithftil youth 1 80 
*^ To see the tablets made his just request, 
^^ Which be from Prosttta brought : but whea re- 
« cfeiv'd 
The dread commands to alky Chimaera dxre^ 
Hii first cxjAcaft ; motHiter inii^acable. 
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^^ And part Chimaeara, from ivhose nostrils pour\l 
^^ Thick dmbke atid bidiieringfiaDles: thid mohttef 
" slain 
(For heav-n his cause defended)^ next in War 
He dar'd die Sblymi, of men esteemed 
^^ The bravest, nor ah eaisy conquest gain'd: I9O 
Then be the Amazons, in flght with men 
Contending^, kleir. When now, on his return^ 
The Lyciitn king in secret ambuscade 
A famd idected plac'd^ who to their faom^s 
^^ No more retum'd, slain by Bellerophon. . I95 
" Whom, when the king of race divine peiceiv'd^ 
^^ Glad he dettun'd him, and bis daughter gave 
In uiarriage, and received him as a king. 
With lai^ domain, and fields of wide extent^ 
^ And fertile soil, the Lycians him endowed. 200 
^^ Three children grac*d his house, Hippolodbuii, 
^^ Isander, and Laodamia fair, 
^^ (From her Sarpedon, soil of mighty Jov^ . 
^^ Boasts his descent). But when Bellerc^hoti 
^^ The just displeasure of the gods incnrrM> :S05 
^^ Alone he tn^ndVed o'er the Aleian field, 
^^ In deep affliction shunning mortal sight* 
^^ Insatiable Mars. Isander slew, 
^^ Engi^'d in combat With the Solyhti ; 
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<^ By Dian's shaft Laodamia fell : 

** I boast descent from great Hippolocbus ;. 

^' At his command I aid the Trojan host^ 

^^ And seek for honour and renown in arms ; 

'^ Nor bring disgrace upon a noble line 

'^* Of ancestry^ the bravest of their days. 215 

*^ Such is the origin I have to boast/' 

He spake ; when mighty Diomed rejoic'd^ 
And fixing in the ground his spear, he thus 
With friendly words the Lycian chief addi^s'd : 
^* Guest of my fieither, welcome to: these arms: 220 
(Eneus of old with hospitality . . * 

Received Bellerophon, and him detained 
^' Within his spacious palace : . mutual gifts 
^' The &ct record ; CEneus a purple belt 
** Of richest dye, a cupi of massy. gold 225 

^^ Bellerophon bestowed ; I still possess 
** The valued treasure. Tydeus left me young, 
^ When with ill omen to the Theban walb 
" He led the Greeks, beyond my memory's date. * 
^^ Let us then still maintain, in Argos I, ^ 230 
^^ In Lycia thou, friendship's most sacred rites, ' 
^^ Nor hostile meet in arms. Trojans, allies^ 
^^ A numerous foe, shall fall before my spear, 
^^ And many Grecians yield their lives to thine ; 
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" Let us then arms exchange, that all may know 
^^ We boast the inviolable tie-offrtendB.** 336 

Thus saying, from thjcir cars the chiefs descend. 
Pledge their right hands, and lasting friendship Vow': 
Glaucus (for Jove himself his mind impelFd) 
His golden armour, hecatcHtnbs the price, iA6 

To Diomed for much inferior gave. 

Meantime gt'eat Hector, jit the Scaean gate 
Arrived, each Trojan wife, each daughter fair. 
Of husband, brother, dearest relatives, 
Question with anxious care : he to the gods 245' 
Commends their prayVs, for grievous woes impend.' 
Now Priam's lofty palace he approached. 
With stately columns grac'd ; of polish'd stone 
The spacious chambers of his numerous race 
In order show'd ; within the vaulted hall, S50' 

And opposite to these, in roy^l state 
Twelve domes of polisht marble rose to view, 
>ror Priam's daughters and their potent lords. 

Here met the chief, as to Laodice 
She went, his mother, mildest of her sex ; 255 

Who seized his hand, and thus her son bespake : 

'^ My son, why hast thou left the tented field? 
^* Surely the hateful Grecians at our walls 
^* Press hard, and thoti art come witli pious zeal 
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To itlise thf $up^iaiit bands to^ Jove Hipreme . 
^ From the high diWel : but dtay", vAy 000^ / . ; 
Libation t6 the hieay'nly pbw'n first made^ 
L^t Me with wine thjr weary limbs f^retfh> 
And stU thy strength ren6w> by toil subdued ; 
^^ The laboiur and the heat of this dread wat 26a 
^^ Thy hands alone sustain inj qUf defetiic^/' 

Hector replied ! ^^ Q parent, fnueh belov:*d ! 
^' Give me not wine, lest you unnerve my lidibs; 
^^ Npr dare I lift| polluted as they are> 
^f These bands to Jov^ : 't is not for mottai man^ 9f 
With blood and gore 4iBtain'd^ to nune his voiee^ 
Or prayer address^ to h^av'n^s high ftisstjesty.' 
^^ But do thou lead the yeneraUe bind 
Of holy matrons to Mi)iorva's iane : 
f Spread the rich mantle and implote beit aid i ^J9 
^^ Vow on her altars twelve unblemi&ht steers> 
^' If haply then she will compassionate 
^^ Our city^ and our children, and em wives^ { 

^^ And from our walls avert Tydides* Agej^ 
^' Who spreads destruetioii throi^h our rbufted hostir 
^^ Go then, my mother^ to Mintrv»*s faii4 ; fl&l 
^^ I will seek Paris, add hi^ courage route 
^^ To arms^ if he will heat a bi^thei^s Vo^kie : 
" Oh, had he perish'd ere in;:w<)efc tiivdlv*d 
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^^ His oouiitvy and his king, and all hbradei ' 
^ Cottld I but see him to the shades deacend^ . 
'' I might awhile forget my bitter griefs.^ 

He spake ; when Hecuba her servants calPd^ 
And bade convene the matiions : th^ in h^te . 
Assembled; then harself a inantle izhose^ \ 5)9A 
The riqhest oMier stores ; a treasujoe rare^ 
Work of Sidonian m^ds, wUch in his shtpi 
From Sidon Paris brought when he to Txoy * 
Helen ctmveyd ; of these the richest far 
She choae^ of curious work^ and drizzling hue, 991 
Resplendent like a star> ^^ ^Q ^^ ^^ 
Of Pallas she the assembled matrons led 
In long procession to the (sitadeL 

Theano &ir unbarr'd the temple gates^ 
Priestess of Pallas ; they with loud laaient SOtL 
EntVing, uprais'd their suppli^ting hands ; 
Theano spread the mantle on thp knees 
Of dread Minerva, an^ thus urg'd the pray'r : 

^^ O potttit goddess, gtiaidiaa of our walls I 
^^ Break short his apear and headlong stt our gtttts - 
^ Overthrow Tydides, author ofiTur woes; . j3SD& 
^ So shall twelve heifers at thy altars blan^ 
^^ Uiil;^emisht. Pity then tsQir great distrafls ; .. T 
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'^ Our city^ and ours^bres^ and children spare.** 
Hills pray'd she^ botthe goddess stem refus'd. 3ia 

Whilst thus to Palias they the prayV addressed. 
Hector movM onward to the lofty dome 
Of Paris^ who himself the structure plann'd. 
And Trojan artists of superior skill 
The palace raised. The spacious halltK^ithin^ 313 
The sumptuous chambers rang'd in order meet^ 
Near Priam's palace in the citadel, . 
And Hector s stately mahssoa: . thither went 
The chief of Troy, aind in his hand he graap'd 
A spear of larger size, whose glittering point 320 
Before him shone, with golden rings adorned. 

Paris he found handling his polisht arms> 
The shield, the corselet, and the fatal shafts; 
And near him Helen with her virgin train, 
Their works directing, sat. Him Hector thus . 3^Sf 
In terms severe bespoke : ^^ Ill-&ted man ! 
^^ Why this resentment ? why in rage retired ? 
^^ It is not well : our troops are minished : 
^^ For you alone these dj'eadful flames of war 
^ Surround our walls : should other chiefe fhus^ 
« shun 336^ 

^^ The danger, thou thyself wouldst fir^t Qomplain. - 
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^^ Rouse then to anns^ or ere the vengeful foe 
" With desolating fire our city raze." 

Paris replied : " I own thy just rebuke^ 
** Hector, and therefore freely do confess, 335 

^f If thou canst lend a patient ear, that not 
My anger only causeth this delay, 
Howbeit just, but that I greatly wish'd 
In itorrow to indulge my soul awhile : 
*^ Ev*n now fair Helen, with persuasive words, 340 
" Hath rous'd my courage: arm we to the fight, 
*^ Success may crown, perchance, thy brother*s 

'' toils ; 
^^ Stay, then, and I will put my armour on, 
" Or quickly follow to yori hostile plain/* 
" Hector in silence heard, nor made reply ; 34$ 
But Helen thus : ** O brother, much belov'd, 
^\ Had I but perish'd, hateful as 1 am, 
^^ In early infancy, to ^ilds expos'd, 
** To the rude winds or ruder seas a prey, 
^^ By merciless waves o*erwhelp'd^ nor liv*dto cause 
*^ Such cQm}]jicated ills! but heav'nly pow'rs 351; 
" Had otherwise ordain'd : yet I might claim . 
^\ A warrior husband ; one -who could resent 
^^ Reproaches keen, and wounded honour, feel } 
"^ But Paris, by. the avenging hand of Fate a. 555 
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^' Deprhi^d of jadgnnftUt, kno^ not the extent 
And measure of those Hk which folly lumgs^ 
But coiqe, my brother^ rest thee here a^tie^ 
^ The weight and buvtihen of thig fiitaA war 
*' Thy hands sust^in^ and we^ ahisl tiieeause; i6o 
*' We, whom great Jove, in ao^er, hatii ordain'd 
" A spectacle to ages yet ilnbora/- 

^^ Detain me not,'^ the valiant diief replied ; 
Thy kindness I acknowledge, but my mind 
ForbidsT delay when I may sucooor Troy, 365 
^^ Whidi now n^y presence \^ts» Dothcm, mean- 

" time, 
*' Urge Psria to the field, that he forthwitib, 
« When aim'd, may joi» me at tfaeSbaeaa gale. 
** I go, a laat iauceweil, perhsqps, to tak^ 
*^ Of those my soul most bvesi^ my wife and child : 
^^ Heav*n knowa if ever I again return^ &7I' 

" Or perish by the Grecian host o^erwfaelip'd/' 
He spake, afid faaiA'tted oa with eager steps 
To* si^k Andromache; buft so«ght in valn^i^ 
Her house si^ IcdR:, attended by hw son. 
And faithful servant^ ain.d with anxious eare, 
With heart bnvsttsig through gm^ sought IlkitB*^ 
tciw'r. 
Hector inquk^d : '< Ah I whither ii she gone ? 
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" Or to her. listen or deai* relatim ? ' '. '■< '.■' i- • ' 
Or with the pious matrons to the &ne«^ ' SSb 
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' " Nor to her sisters^ nor to Pallas* fane/' 
Thfe servant answ^ made : :^^ To Ilium's towV ^ i 
^' She wenlt^ for she had heard our sad'defpat^r ' 
^^ And the success bfGrelBce: trembling dbe heaixi; 
*^ Nbristidd; but to the tbwV, well nigh of sense 
'^ Ber^ &^ hasf ned with her infant soni.** ' ' 
She spake : . Hector eflfickms jmrsued ' his way^ ' ' 
And measured back: his steps with quicVned pace, 
TrayersM the spaciom streets^ and to the gate Spo 
Which 1^ to battle and the tented field 
ReturnVl : there met him his most blamelesi^ wife^ 
The wpaUby d^iughter of £etion ; 
Cilician Thebe own*d his regal sway^ 
And Hypoplacus' wide extent of wood : 395 

All unexpected^ at the Scaean gate 
Siidden she met him ; her attendant maid- 
Pressed to her fragrant bosons Hector's heir^ 
His parents' only hope, of tender years,- 
Fair as the orient beam that gilds the mom, 400 
Scamandrius nam'd ; but Troy, with one consent, 
Caird him Astyanax ; fior well they knew 
His mighty father^ guardian of their walls. 

M 



(€ 

€€ 
€C 



nea THE ILIAD. VL 

With silent joy be view'd hb isfont child.; 

Jiut sad Andromache, with tearful eye, 405 

Hung on his hand, «nd thus m sorrow sfttke: 

^^ Ill-f»l6d prince 1 whose daring courage brittgs 
'' Da^bructi'ofi with it, ah I reflect awhile! 
An oqpbta child, a wretched widow'd wife, 
Tkj^ pky tclaim : tempt ndt the doubtfid war^ 
Lest hosts entire o*€frwfaelm thee : ere that day 
I see,"heajvVi dose these eyte ! d€firiir\i of thefe^ 
No my ;(^ booifbrt, hut titiceasing woes 
Await me, wretched: fk^r I have none, 
^^ And Bftother, tibne I him fierce Achillas slew, 4l5 
" Thebe deitroy'd with all her lofty gates,' 
^^ And laid her monarch low; but of his amis 
^^ Despoird him not, such high respect he paid: . 
^* But, clad in arms, he to the funeral pyle . 
^^ Committed him, and raised the sacred mount 430 
'^ In honour of the dead : the mounWn nymphs, 
^^ Jove*s daughters, planted elms around his. tomb. 
Seven brothers peri^'d by Achilles' sword^ 
Tending their lowing herds and fleecy care> ' 
" All in one day sent to the shades below. 425 
^* My .captii?e moth^, wlio with sovereign sway 
^^ In Hypopla^us dwelt^ her freedom gain d, 
^^ Paying large ransom : yet how short her days! 
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^' An earlyvk^ib to Lafona's shafts. 

*' Thou^ HectcH*^ art my father ; thou to me 430 

^^ A niotiter, husbwd; brotbeir ; in tt^ee iall 

" United I behold ; in pity then, 

^^ Rett here and guard us, lest of thee bereft, 

" A widoi^'d ^ife aqd orphan mourn thy fistte. 

•* Where the wild fig-tree grows thy forces stay-; 

^^ There the low i^^ll invites the daring foe, 436 

Of access easy ; tlirice the Greciaii hoA, 

By ^ak and Idoneveneus led on. 

By Atreus* sons^ tyr bkatchless Dibmed, 
•* Have made the fierce* assault, whether by heav'n 
** lifapeird, or their own courage, to the attack.'* 44 1 

Hector replied : " These things indeed engage 
'^ My serious thoughts, Andromache ; yet tnuc\^ 
*^ I dread the^hsure and reprbidi of Troy, 
^^ If, coward-like, I should most basely shun 445 
" The dangers of the War, and shi^ink through fear ; 
*^ I who from early youth have leSaml to brave 
" A host df foes, and foremost daVe the war, 
" My own, my lather's glory to assert : 
" Yet well, indeed, I know this fetal truth, 45Q 
" The day must come when sacred Troy shall fall, 
" And Priam perish in hi« country's doom. 
" But not for these such grief severie I feel, 
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My valued mother^ or my royzl «ire ; 
Or my dear brothers, numerous and brave, 45ft 
Destined to perish by the Grecian sword ; . 
" As for thyself, a wretched captive made 
^* Where tears will nought avail ; to ply the loom. 
Stoop to the meanest offices, and bend 
:Un(kr the galling yoke; and labouring hard, 460 
Bring water from the femM Thessalian springs. 
From Hyperia or Messeis ; worn 
With grief, and pressed by bard necessity : 
** When some in Argos will be heard to say, 
" 'See! Hector's wife, of all the Trojan host 465 
" 'The bravest chief!' whilst from thy aching heart 
'^ Bursts the deep sigh, and flows the incessant tear, 
'^ No Hector near to break thy captive chain. 
O may earth hold me in its cold embrace, 
. A stranger to those griefs which rend thy^oulP 
He spake; and to his child the warlike chief 47 1 
Stretched his fond arms : with sudden fear appalFd, 
The affrighted babe clung to his nurse's breast. 
Crying ; the brazen shield, the nodding plume. 
And martial countenance with terror clad, 4^5 

His tender mind alarm'd: with secret joy 
Each parent smil'd : then Hector from his brow 
UnTbound his glittVing helmet, and remov'd 
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The dread-inspiring crest^ embraced his child^ 
And fondly kiss'd^ expressive of his love, 480 

And thus to beav'n addressed his earnest pray'r : 

^^ O Jove supreme ! and all ye heay'nly powers I 
^^ Grant this my son in valour to excel. 

And bravely vindicate his country'^s cause ! 

May hosts approving greet his glad return 485 
^^ From battle, crown'd with spoils ; and shouts de<^ 

" clare 
*^ The son's superior to the fether's fame, 
** Whilst conscious joy pervades his mother's heart!" 

Thus Hector spake, and to her longing arms 
The lovely babe returned : him she received, 490 
And to her fragrant bosom fondly pressed. 
Smiling with tearful eye. He saw, and thus 
In gentle terms : '^ O my Andromache ! 
'^ Indulge not grief too much ; I shall not fall 
*^ Till fate decree; that fate which none escape, 495 
^ Coward or brave ; for such the will of heav*n. 

" Wefep then no more, but to thy home return ; 

1 

** There let thy house affitirs, and curious works, 

^ With suitable employ thy mind engage: 

*^ War is for men alone, but chiefly me." 500 

Thus saying, he replaced his glittVing casque } 
And to her palace, sad and slow, returned 
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Andromaobe^ and shed the frequent tear 
While as she cast a long last l^mgVing look ^i -. 
Then with her maidens wept her husbtod's &te^ &Q& 
Though living, and with loud lament bewaird 
Throughout his palace ; for no more they deemM 
He might escape the vengeful sword of Greece 

Nor Paris ia his lofty palace staid 
Reluctant^ but^ atl^-arm'd in shining brass, 910 

Through Troy's wide streets with hasty step ad- 
vanced. 

The higb-fed courser tbu3, long time confin^d^. 
Sudden breaks forth and scQurs the d^tanjt plaiui^ 
Eager to bajth^^ hini im the c^^pioujs. stream. 
Exulting ; high in air his head' he bears, iMk 

His flowing mane Q'er neck and shoulders, wavels^ 
With speed; impetuoijis to the vtrell-kn^wQ fieldi 
And pastured at^$ he wings his rapid way : 

So Priam's son, fcpn^. lpfi:y PergaMnus^ . , 
In shining a^9p^r c\^ ^xuUi^g rai>9 S^20 

Bright as the suii, and Hj^pr th¥s udd^cfljfs'd: 

^' Brother,^ I &ar I h^ve detained tbf e long, 
" Nor thy comin^UiLids ohey'd.** When HectjOr. i»il4 
Replied : ^ I own i^^ eoi^rage in the fight;* 
'^ And valour tri^ : y^ indolence arreijts $!3& 

*^ Thy better knpv^Mdg^ • thei^ indeed, n^y h^ift. 
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'^ With anguish bleeds when thou art justly blamM; 

^^ Thou for whose cause alone such toils we bear. 

^' But haste we to the fidd ; whatever amiss 

** May have occurred, we will in order set 630 

^^ When Jove shall grant that to the immortal gods 

'^ We pour the free libation fipom the cup, 

^^ Each in his several mansion, undisturbed ; 

*^ TheGrecians vanquished and i^puls*d with shame.** 
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jThus saying, Hector throii^ the Scaean gate 
With Paris rush'd impetuous ;. each resolved • 
To mingle in the fight^ and dare the foe. 

As when to sailors, spent with weary toil 
Plying the ciimbrous par and labouring hard^ 5 
Jove sends a prosperous gale ; so joy each breast 
Pervaded when ^the chiefs . to view appeared. 

First; I\iris sl^w brave Areithous' son, 
Menesthius, whom Philomedusa fair 
To Areithous bore: by Hector's sword 10 

Eioneus expired ; the deadly blow 
Seyer'd his necl^^ and cWd his eyes in death : 
Glaucus, bravf^ leader of the Lycian bands. 
Overthrew Iphinous ; the ra{»d spear 
Transfixed his ^hoiildef, while as on his steed 1 5 
He vaulted ; to the ground he dying fell. 

Pallas observed th^m through the Grec^ah host 
Pealing destruction> and with rapid.flight 
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From high Olympus to the Trojan plains 
She quick descended ; and from Pergamus^ 
When Pallas near approach'd^ Apollo rose 
To aid the Trojans : at the sacred beech 
They met 5 ApoHo first his speech addressed : 

Daughter of Jove, why art thou hither come ? 

Is it to change again the fate of war, 25 

*^ And aid the Greeian host, that from high heav^nf 
^^ Thou dost descend ? O yet commiserate 
*^ TTie Trojans;, perishing ! Let Hie prevail, 
^ For so is best : then shall the rage of w^r 
^^ This day surcease ; hereafter let them fight 30 
€€ 'pm Troy shall h^ no more ; whose fall atone 
'^ Can satiate thy revenge, and Jubo*^ htfke."* 

*^ Then be it so,'* Minerva quick replied ; 
^^ For with that view to tliese contending hosts 
'^ I from OlyJinpus came : say then, how best 55 
^^ We may the comb^ cease, and stay the fight.^ 

PhoebiK returned: ^^ Let Hecto^'a mighty mind, 
^^ Inspired by us, to singte combat dare 
'^ The bravest chieftain of the Greeian host ;- 
*^ And Graece, astonish*4, shall a warrior choose, 40 
*^ Of valour tried, to n^aswe slrengtii with him/' 

He spake ; nor did Minerva disapprove : 
When Heleci,os, w^U^skiird in augury. 
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]^<)r unBispir*<i ia what the gods ordain'd^ 
Approachmg Hector,, thus the. chiet bespoke : 45 

^ O sofk of Priam ! canst thou lend an ear^ 
^f Skiird as thou art in counsel, and to one 
*^ Who would advise with all a brother'^ love ? 
'^ Cause each, contending host to: stsy the figfat> 
'^ And labour of the field ; tibea sin^ j dare 60 
^^ The bravest chieftaia of the Grecian host; 
'^ Noi! fear dijscomfitore or death fcom him 
** Who shall contend, for so the; goda ordain/* 

Hector with pleasure heard, and quick, advanced 
To stay his troops^ holding his leveird. spear 59 
Tokeii of parley : they the sign obey*d, 

> 

And Agamemnon staid the troops of 'Gveece« 

Pallas meantime and Pluebiissait.apart^ 
In form like vultures.^ on the lofly beedti 
Sacred to Jove, . wdl pleos'dl toi view' the scene ; 66 
While as the thick'sing ranka on. earth, redia'd. 
And shields and spears^ in horrible array, 
Aud glittering awords^ encircled all the plain. 

As when the niffled surface of the deep,. 
By rising winds uptnm*d and scMKthem blasts^ 6d 
Grows black.; so the thiek<-seated ranks appear*d 
Of either host, whom Hector thus 
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*^ Hear me, ye Trojans ; and, ye Grecians, hear, 
^ Whilst I the dictates of my mind declare : 

^^ Great Jove hath rend'red vain our solemn 
" truce, 70 

^^ And grievous woes impend ; whether on Troy, 
*^ By Grecian force subdued, or at your ships 

Dismay and terror reign, and foul defeat : 

If then amongst the chiefs whom Grecia boasts 
** There be whose soul to highest deeds aspires, JS 
** Let him come forth that he may fight with me. 
" Witness, ye heav'nly pow'rs, and Jove supreme ! 
^^ If vanquished I shall fall, his be the spoil, 
*' This armour his ; but, to his friends restored, 
^' Let Hector claim, the rites of sepulture, 80 

" And Trojan matrons heap the funeral pyle : 
'^ But should Apollo graiit to me success. 

Be mine his armour, to the god of day 

A votive gift to decorate his fane : 
'^ Whilst, to his friends restored, funereal rites 85 

The sorrowing Grecians at their ships perform ; 

And on the Hellespont's resounding shore 
** Erect the tumulus, that future times 
*' May know, and late posterity remark. 

Ploughing the briny wave, * Behold the tomb 90 
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*^ * Of some illustrious chief, by Hector slaJn !* ^ 
** So shall iay glory brave the wreck of yeiars." '^ 

Thus Hector spake : a general silence reign'd^ 
Refusal shame forbad^ acceptance fear ; 
When Menelaus .risingj, with reproach ' gS 

The bitter anguish of his soul expressed : 
' ^' O boasters ! to your sex a marked disgrace ; 
^^ Women, not men, to in&my consigned ; 
*^ TTiat not one' Grecian dare with Hector fight! 
*^ To water and to earth return s^in, 100 

^^ Whom neither glory fires, nor coun^ arras. 
^^ I will stand forth then, and this combat dare ^ 
*^ On heav'n alone the fate of war depends." 

He spake indignant, and his arms prepared. 
Then hadst thou p^rii^h'd, by superior might 105 
Subdued, O Menelaus! but the chiefe 
Of Greece quick interposed : Atrides first, 
Who seized thy hand, and thiis expressed his fears : 

^^ O Menelaus, sure of sense bereft! 
^' Brother, forbear, such madness ill becomes : 1 10 
** Let not thy cours^ urge thee to contend, 
'* Rashly, with force superior : many dread 
** With mighty Hector to contend in arms ; 
" E'en swift Achilles in the ranks of war 
*^ Fear*d to meet Hector. Brother, then, forbear ; 
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'^ The Greeks sdOie dther <)hieftaiii wfllliBeleet 
*^ To fight with Hoctor : &ttrfe9» though ^hepvdte^ 
** Itiisatiate of vi^ar^ y«t floon^ I Aefsm^ 
'^ He will with beitd^ kaee J6yfel TqpfMMi, 
'^ From war escap'd and from bit pow'tliil^/' 120' 
Scarce with these 'words be (ttdid his brdthdl-U' 
mind, 
And counsel sa^;. relul^tant he obey 'di 
And to his friends his glift'rtng ai^s rettiraM ) 
When Nestor thus th' asaeiilbled ishiefs addressM': 

*^ Alas! what wondrous ills oerGKeoe^mp&tldt 
** How would the venarable Peleus ^eve^ 1 26 
^^ Whose x^ounsels sway the warlike Myrmidons, 
*^ Who erst inquiring Itemt with s6qret joy 
^ The names and numbers of our Grecian host. 
Should he once. hear they dredded to contend 13d 
With Hector ! to the gods his agi^ hands 
" Uplifting, he would pray for instant death. 
Oh, would to heaven 1 to mighty Jdve supreme ! 
To Pallas, to Apollb! that my yojiith 
Might be restored, as when at Pheia's walls, 139 
Near to the sounding Celad<miah ertream, 
^' And Jordan's flood, the Arcadian spearmen met 
" And Pylians braVe in arms ; their mighty chi^f, 
^^ Great Ereuthalion, dar d in single fig|ht 
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^^ Tlie brkvdst tyf our %roiqp8 : .ini itrmtei^ dad 
" Of Areithous, Corynetes nam'd 
^ By. all Aroiadia from bis bon: iliwe^ 
*^ (For QOt to war mthAxm or spear he ni^Ii'^ 
^^ But with his iroli mdc^ whble Tanks di8{)^r8kl^) * 
^^ Him by addresis^ notfon^^ LycEOi^s deWy 145 
'^ Transfixing with his 'Spear tire. he oiuld'waeU ' 
>^. His cumbrous ftrms^ in narniw 8(>aceHcdttfiB'di: 
^^ Of bulk enonnoiis to the ^^roiind fae Je% '? 
Extended . huge ; his arms the gift of Mars/ 
The victor's i^il, which now Lycitrguft bdte.r l^ 
But when, grown feeble by the wei^hft cfyisit%^ 
LycurgHs fast decKn-d/ the valued prizi^ ^ 
He gave to Ereuthalion his friend . 
^^ Clad in such arms he all our host defied, 
^ Who trembled at his sight, nor ^rM engage. 455 
My coun^e urg'd me to the fodld emprise t 
Great as he was, I y oncost of our host. 
Yet fotagfat I, for Mmerva ^ve success, 
'' And slew this man, 0/ stature vast and size, 
^^ And stretched his wondrous length upon the 
plain. 160 

Oh, might I but recall my former years 
And strength, I would engage this dreaded foe; 
But you, the bravest of the Grecian host. 
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'^ The i cbndiat shun. . nor dare witb . hifai eon- 
*' tend." 

Stung by his just repioof^ nine chiefs irose. l6S 
Atri<)iBSy first in honour as in arms^ ; - i^' 
Uprbse; him followed mighty Dioined ; 
Then Aja± Telamon : Otleus next, ' 

Idoineiieus, and brave Meriones ; . ./ 
Meiiones like Mars faimaelf in fights ' >; ' IT^O 
Then rose Eurypylus^ Eusfmon^s son ; 
And Thoas. and Ulysses, valiant chiefs, ' ^ . 
All e^er to engage ; when Nestor thus r . 

^^ Lots.must decide ; for no mean praise awaits 
^^ Him who asserts the honour of our arms, I7A 
^^ Who in this hazardous emprise stands forth 
^' Fearless, and from the combat safe returns/' 

Thus Nestor spake : his lot each chieftain marVd, 
And in the helmet of Atrides cast ; 
Whilst hosts admiring rais:d to heav'n the pray'r. 
And thus were heard to say : " O mighty. Jove! 181 
" Let Ajax gain the lot, orTydeus' son, 
" Or great Atrides' self, Mycenae's king." 

Thus they preferr'd the prayV; when Nestor 
shook 
The helmet, and the wish'd-for lot leap'd forth 185 
Of Ajax Telamon, which through the host 
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To all the Grecian chiefs the heralds bore. 
None yet the lot acknowledged^ till the mark 
Ajax exulting own'd^ and stretched his hand 
The welcome lot to take, which on the ground 19O 
With joy the hero placed, and thusi exclaimed : 

" Mine is the lot, my friends, which I receive 
^^ Joyful, and now anticipate success: 
" You then,. whilst I prepare me for the fight, 
^^ To Jove supreme address the silent prayer, 1 95 
*^ Or loud exalt your voice, for none we fear: 
" Nor shall he through neglect or want of skill 
^^ Subdue me ; not untaught, I trust, in arms 
^^ Did Salamis to Troy her warrior send." 

He spake ; and they to Jove preferred their vows. 
And thus' their wishes urg*d : " O mighty Jove! 
" Greatest and best, to Ajax give success 
^^ And honour ; but if Hector be thy care, 
" Let both an equal share of glory claim." 

Thus they : Ajax meantime, with armour bright 
Invested, to the fight impetuous mov'd, 206 

Like Mars when rushing to the shock of arms 
Between contending hosts, whom angry Jove 
With discord agitates, and fell revenge. 
Thus mov'd the chief, in stature eminent, 210 

The bulwark of the host ; terrific smiles 

N 
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His visage mark'd^ as o'er the plain he strode 

Grasping his massy spear of wondrous length. 

A secret joy then felt each Grecian heart ; 

But fear and terror through the Trojan host 915 

Prevailed, and Hector troubled at the sight ; 

Yet scorn'd he to retreat^ or shun the war^ 

Himself the challenger. Ajax meanwhile 

Drew near^ bearing his shield^s enormous weight. 

Like to some towV, so lai^ the ponderous orb^ 320 

With brass overlaid, the work of Tychius, 

Artificer renown d; ihHylafair 

He dwelt ; there framed the various sevenfold orb 

Which Telamonian Ajar bore aloft^ 

And near approaching^ menaced thus his foe : 225 

'^ Hector, now shalt thou know, when man to 
" man 
^^ Confronted, what theGrecian chieftains are, 
^^ After Achilles lion-like in arms, 
^^ Spreading discomfiture through armed hosts. 
^^ But he in anger, at his ships retired, 230 

No longer wars in great Atrides' cause ; 

Yet are we many who will dare contend 
*' Singly with thee : come on, begin the fight." 

When Hector thus : *^ Think not, illustrious 
" diief, w 
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^^ To frighten^ as a child unus'd to arms 
" Or deeds of war^ me^ whom the battle's rage 
^^ And slaughtered ranks delight : for well I know 
^^ To shift the cumbrous shield^ and long maintain 
'* The doubtful combat; to support the charge 

In firm array ; or, vaulting in my car, 240 

Drive my swift coursers headlong on the foe : 
^^ Yet, for thou bear'st thpelf in noble guise, 
*^ Forewam'd prepare to. meet this fatal stroke/' 

He spak^f ; and, brandishing aloft in air 
His glitt'ring spear^ full on the sevenfold orb 245 
Smote vehement; through six tough hides it pass'd, 
The seventh its force repell'd. Then Ajax hurl'd 
His spear, and on the shield Hectorian smote 
With might superior j through the Trojan shield 
It pass'd, and through the mail of plaited work: 250 
Hector shrunk back, and scarce escap'd from death. 
Now each his spear recovering, to the charge 
Retum'd with rage increased ; as lions fell 
And ravenous, or as wild boars of size 
Enormous to the contest foaming rush. 255 

Now Hector smote the sev'nfold orb, nor pierc'd 
The brazen shield ; the treach'itxus point recoil'd : 
Then Ajax rushing forward, throiigh the shield 
Of Hector drove amain, such force impellUl 

N 2 
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His massy spear, and sudden checked the might 
Of Hector : on his neck the grazing wound 
Descending, stain'd the warrior's arms with gore. 
Yet not for this did Hector quit the field. 
But stepping back he seiz'd a pond'rous stone. 
Craggy and black, and hurPd it on his foe : 265 
Full on the boss the cumbrous ruin fell. 
The sev'nfold orb resounded from the stroke. 

Then Ajax seiz'd a stpne of larger size. 
And the vast fragment, pois'd aloft in air, 
Hurl'd with his utmost strength : the craggy mass 
Burst through the shield's defence, and on the plain 
The chief extended prone : his bended knee 
And shattered buckler scarce his weight sustained ; 

4 

But Phoebus interpos'd with aid divine. 

And now they had with swords renew'd the fight. 
But that the faithful heralds, messengers 276* 

Of gods and men, from either host appeared, 
Talthybius and Idaeus : in the midst 
Their sceptres they advanced. Idaeus thus 
The combatants addressed : " O lov'd of Jove! 280 
" Illustrious chiefs, forbear, nor urge the fight ; 
^* Your valour tried each host with pleasure sees, 
*^ And all acknowledge : Night advances fast, 
^* Obey her dictates, and our counsel hear." 
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When Ajax thus : ** To Hector tliis advice : 
^^ He gave the cha:llenge^ and defied us all ; 
'^ If he b^in I shall not disobey." 
When Hector answ'red: ^^ Chief in arms re- 
^^ nown'd,. , 

^* Illustrious Ajax/ grac'd with strength and might 
^^ By heav'n above thy peers, let us desist, 290 
" And cease the combat now : should fate ordain 
*^ We meet hereafter in the ranks of war, 
*^ We will contend till death shall end the strife : , 
Now night commancjis, and we the i^ight obey. 
Go then, and to thy friends with joy return, 295 
And greet thy host, whilst I again to Troy 
Retire awhile, and gladden ev'ry heart 
That lifts to heav'n a pray'r for Hector's life. 
Let us thei\ gifts exchange which may record 
This act, and after times admiring say, 300 

These fought for honour in the warlike field, 
'* For glory fought alone, and parted firiends/' 

He spake, and gave his sword with silver studs 
Richly embossM, and belt of curious work ; 
Ajax a girdle gave, with purple stain'd 305 

Phoenician : thus they parted : to the Greeks 
Ajax returned, and to the Trojan host. 
Well pleased to see him, Hector bent his way. 
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The joyful throng scarce think their hero safe 
From his dread enemy escaped with life^ 310 

And with loud shouts conduct him back to Troy. 
Nor less the Greeks with victory elate 
Conduct great Ajax to Atrides' tent. 
When there arriv'd, the king to mighty Jove 
Due sacrifice prepar'd of nobler kind, 315 

The ox five years had numb'red, victim meet. 
Some strip the hide^ in quarters some divide. 
Then cut in smaller joints, and, on the spits 
Fixing, they roast with skill ; and from the fire 
Removing, cease their labour, and prepare 320 
Each in his place to share the glad repast. 
Ajax received, in honour of his might 
And prowess great in arms, this chine ehtire, 
Mark of respect, by Agamemnon sent. "*' 

Hunger remov'd, the Pylian sage arose, 335 

Nestor, whose prudent counsel all approved, 
Unfolding thus his salutary lore ; 

^^ Atrides, and ye mighty chiefs of Greece, 
^^ Much loss we have sustained of heroes slain, 
" Whom Mars hath vanquished ; on Scamander's 
" banks 330 

^^ Their blood pour'd out, their souls to Hades sent; 
" Cease then the fight, and at the morrow's dawn 
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Let us with pious care their sad remains 

Bear to the sacred pyH ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ > 
And at our ships collect their scattVed bones, 335 
" Due to their country, to their children due ; 
^^ And, indiscriminate to all, uprear 
^^ The hallowed tumulus : then let us build 
A wall, with battlements and lofty tow'rs. 
To us and to our ships a strong defence, 340 
With gates adom*d, through which our host may 

pass, 
Spearflien and horse array'd, and rapid cars ; 
And then by deepened fosse secure the wall 
From all attacks of infantry or horse. 
Should fate ordain that Trojan arms prevail.^ 345 
Thus Nestor spake^ and all the chiefs approved. 
Meantime the Trojans in the citadel 
A counsel held, ^fearful and turbulent. 
At Priam's palace ; when Antenor thus : 

^^ Hear me, ye Trojans, Dardans, and allies, 350 
^^ Whilst I the dictates of my mind declare : 
^^ Let Helen be restored and all the spoils 
** To Atreus* sons ; we fight a perjur'd host; 
*^ Nor can we hope success will crown our arms 
^^ Till all their just demand be satisfied/* 355 

Thus counseird he, and to his seat returned. 
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When Paris^ Helan*s husband, Fose in haste. 

And angry, thus replied : ^^ To ine, indeed, 

" Antenor, are thy words unfriendly most ; ■ 

" Assuredly ybii better counsel know ; s6o 

^^ But if such be your real sentiments, 

" The gods themselves must have impaired your 

" mind; 
" Itoo will speak the dictates of my heart : 
*^ Know then, that Helen I will not restore ; 
" But for the spoils which I from Argos brought, 
^' Those I will freely give, and others add.** 366 

He spake ; when great in fx>'unsel Priam rdse, 
Who prudent thus th" assembled chiefs addressed : 
. ^^ Attend my words, Trojan and Dardan chiefs, 
^* And brave allies, whilst I my thoughts disclose : 
^^ Refresh we first our troops as heretofore, 37 1 
^' Set the strict watch and sentinels appoint 
'^ To-night^ and early at the morrow's dawn 
^^ Our faithful h^*alds to the Grecian camp 
^^ To At reus' sons shall bear the terms propo^'d 375 
^^ By Paris, cause of this disastrous war ; 
^^ And further, shall demand a truce awhile, 
*^ That we our dead, after due rites perform'd, 
^^ May bum ; then will we fight again, till Jove 
" Or part our hosts or victory decidp." 380 
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He spake : theiy heard^ and willingly obeyed. 

And now by companies^ in order meet. 

Refreshment they partook, and to the ships 

At early dawn Idaeus took his way. • 

In council at Atricfes' ship he found 383 

The chiefs assembled : in the midst he stood, 

And thus his embassy aloud declared : 

^* Ye sons of Atreus, and ye Grecian chiefs, 

^^ From Priam and the Trojans I am come 

** To offer terms, if such your pleasure be 390- 

^* To listen what I say ; by Paris* self 

^^ Proposed, the cause of this disastrous war. 

^' The treasures .which from. Greece his ships con- 
veyed 
(O had he parish 'd first !) he will restore. 
And large addition make ; but doth refuse 395 
To give back Helen to her injur d lord. 
Though by the Trojans urg'd : and furthermore, 

** As ordered, I demand a truce awhile, 

That we our dead, toiler due rites performed. 
May burn ; then will we fight again, till Jove 
X)r part our hosts or victory decide." 401 

So spake Idaeus : silent they remained, 

Whien Dipmed thus firm his mind expressed : 
'^ Not all these treasures ; no, nor Helen s s^lf. 
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" Will we accept : the least intelligent 

'^ May know, destruction perjured Troy awaits/' 

Thus spake he; and the Greeks with loud ac- 
claim 
Approved, admiring much his warlike mind ; 
When to Idaeus thus Atrides spake : 

^^ Idaeus, their opinion you have heard, 410 

*^ Which I do much approve: then be it so: 

But for the truce, I envy not the dead 

Their just and necessary rites of fire. 
** Be Jove then witness to this solemn truce/* 

He spake, and to tl)e gods his sceptre raised : 415 
Idaeus then to sacred Troy returned. 
There Trojan and Dardanian chiefs renowned. 
In solemn council still assembled sat. 
Waiting their faithful messenger's return. 
Who in the midst the answer loud proclaimed. 42o 

Now all in the sad pious work engaged ; 
Some brought the dead, others the wood prepared. 

The Grecians from their ships collecting, some 
The dead in order brought, others the wood« 

Now Phoebus gladdened with his orient b^tm 425 
The fields, emerging from old Ocean's bed 
Serene and deep : on every side they met : 
Nor might they well distinguish man from man« 
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Washing their bodies smeared with dust and gore, 
They sore lamented them^ and to the bier 430 
Silent conveyed ; such orders Priam gave ; 
And on the funeral pyle to fire consigned, 
Heap*d indiscriminate ; yet inward grief 
Severely felt : then back to Troy returned. 

Nor otherwi^ the Greeks in silence heap'd 435 
The pyle funereal^ and with fire consum'd 
Sorrowing, and to their hollow ships returned. 

Before the dawn, whikt undistinguished night 
Prevaird, a chosen band of Grecian youths 
Around the pyle the tumulus upraised 440 

To all promiscuous : then builded they 
A wall, with battlements and towVs secure. 
To guard their ships^ with spacious gates adorned. 
For chariots and for horse capacious way : 
Without the wall they form'd the deepened triench. 
Large in extent, and fix'd the pointed stakes. 446 
The Grecians thus in labour pass'd the night. 

The heav'nly pow'rs, with mighty Jove conven d. 
In admiration view'd the Grecian work. 
When potent Neptune thus the gods address 'd : 

" Great Jove ! shall mortal man no more impart 
** His thoughts or counsels to the pow'rs above ? 
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'^ Seest thou, the Greeks have built tefore their 

" ships 
*^ A wall with battlements and trench secure, 
" Nor the due hecatomb to heav'n have paid:; '455 
*^ Through the wide earth its glory will ext^d, 
" Whilst that which erst Phoebus atidl upraised 
'^ To great Laomedon neglected lies." 

When cloud-compelling Jove thus angry spake : 
O potent to disturb earth's firmest ba«e, aSo 
Neptune, why this complaihl ? a weaker far 
Amongst the gods, such fear mi^t entertain ; 
'f Thy fame extends beyond the morning, ray* 
*^ Do thou, when .to their native land again 
The Grecian forces in their ships return, 465 
Thii? wall^ o'erwhelm'd and sunk in Ocean- s bed. 
Destroy, and cover deep with sand the shore, 
^^ That not a vestige of their work remain." 
. Thus they held converse : but the sun meantime 
Was set, and finished all the Grecian work. 470. 
Then slew they through the camp ^he fatted beeves 
In numbers, and prepared the glad repast. 

Now ships with richest wine, from Lemnos' isle 
Freighted, arriv'd, which Euneus, Jason's son. 
Whom fair Hypsipyle to Jason bore, 4^5 
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Sent to the sons of Atreus, and to them 
In separate gift a thousand measures each. 
From these, with money or with iron wrought, 
The Grecians purchased wine ; some bart'red skins ; 
With oxen others bought the gladd'ning juice, 480 
Others, with captive slaves ; and through the camp 
Prepared the genial board whilst night prevailed 
Convivial : and through Troy's capacious streets' 
Allies and IVojans festive hours prolonged. 

Great Jove meantime, indignant, thundVed loud 
Through the thick gloom of night, of evils dire 
Portentous to each host, whom terror seiz'd 
And pale affright : each pour'd libation due 
To sovereign Jove, nor first presumed to taste ; 
And then retiring sought the gift of sleep. 490 
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BOOK VIIL 



Now Morn, array'd in robe of crocus hue, 

0*er earth her influence shed; when Jove convened 

On highest summit of Olympus* top 

A council of the gods ; they silent heard^ 

When thus the ThundVer spake ; " Attend, ye gods 

'^ And goddesses, whilst I my mind declare ; 6 

<^ Nor either dare to counteract my will, 

'^ But all with one consent approving aid, 

*^ So shall my purpose quickly he performed. 

^' But should I once perceive assistance giVn ' 10 

^* By any deity to either host. 

Unseemly painM he shall to heav'n return ; 
Or hurPd to Tartarus obscure, for off 
In earth's profoundest caverns, iast enclosed 
^^ By gates of iron on the brazen floor, 1 S 

'^ As far beneath the realms of Pluto laid 
^^ As heav*n from earth ; there shall he know my 

" powV 
'^ Amongst the gods supreme and absolute. 
" Extend the golden chain, ye powVs divine, 
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" Unite your force, your utmost strength exert, 
And drag the Thund'rer from his throne to earth! 
Your strength, your labour fruitless all, and vain. 

" But should my mind impel me, I will draw 
Earth, seas, and gods, and from Olympus' top, 
Enchain'd, suspend them in mid air: so much 35 

*^ My might exceeds the strength of gods and 






" men." 



He spake: admiring silent all remained. 
So resolute his words. Pallas at length 
Thus interposed : " Saturnian Father, King 
*^ Supreme, we kno^ thy pow'r all Pow'rs above ; 
^^ Yet suffer that we mourn by adverse fete: 31 
*^ The Grecians perishing. If such thy will, 
** From war, howe'er reluctant, we abstain, 
*^ Permit us then sage counsel to suggest, 
" Lest all in thy displeasure be destroyed." 35 

Her Jove with countenance benign addressed : 
^* Courage, Tritonia, daughter much belov'd ; 
*^ Nor deem ine too severe, though harsh my words ; 
*^ Indulgent ever are my thoughts to you." 

Thus saying he prepared his car, and yok'd 40 
The brazen-footed steeds with golden manes. 
Then clothed himself in panoply of gold ; 
His golden whip he took of curious work, , 
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Mounted his car and urg'd his rapid course, 
Midway 'twixt earth and heav*n, to Ida's top, 45 
In springs abundant, nurse of savage beasts, 
To Gai^rus, where stands his lofty shrine. 
And altars blaze with incense ; there he staid 
His coursers, and in darkness thick involved ; 
Then on the top enthroned, and in hi^ might 50 
£xulting, sat the King of gods and men. 
The city viewing* and the ships of Greece. 

The Greeks refreshment at their tents in haste. 
As ordered, took ; then arm'd them to the fight. 
Again the Trojans arm'd on every side 55 

Within the walls ; urg'd by necessity 
Severe, their wives and children to defend. 

Now through the spacious gates the Trojan h ost. 
Horsemen and foot array'd, march to the field. 
Tumultuous : host to host confronted stands ; 60 
Now rush they to the fight: shields clash with 

shields. 
And spear with spear, and man with man contends 
All-arm*d : to heav'n ascends the wild uproar ; 
And vaunting boast, and loud lament is heard. 
And rivers roll in blood': from mom to noon 65 
The contest equal, and the conflict dire. 
But when the sun meridian height attained, 

o 
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Then in his golden scales Jove pois'd the fete 

Of each suspended^ and the balance held ; 

The Grecian sank^ the Trojan rose to heav'n. 70 

Then Jove from Ida hurPd his thunder down ; 
The vivid limning through the Grecian host 
Incessant flash'd^ the bravest to appall. 
Then fled Idomeneus, Atrides fled. 
And from the fleld each Ajax back retired, 7$ 

Such dread prevaiFd : N«tor alone remained. 
Not willingly ; his wounded courser stay'd 
His flight : the fatal arrow in t^ liead 
Paris infixed, where surest death ensues ; 
He rears ; the weapon to the brain descends ; 80 
Dying he falls, and writhes him in the dust. 

Whilst Nestor strove his car to disengage, 
And cut th* entangled traces with his sword. 
Borne through the tumult by his rapid steeds, 
Sector advanced : then had the Pylian sage 85 

His fate received; but Diomed observed, *"' 
And loudly shouting caird Ulysses* aid t 

" O fam*d for prudence, wise Laertes* son, 
^' Why like a coward dost thou turn thy back ? 
^ Beware disgraceful wounds ; stay then thy flight, 
*^ And with me guard this venen^Ie chief. §1 

Ulysses heard not, hastening to the ships : 
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Tydides singly 4^rough th« tanks adyaiic'd 
Fearlesd^ and ttius the Py^ian chief addness'd t 

^^ Nestor, thy ftge l>at ill with youth contends 93 
^^ In warlike 4eed6 $ thy strength how'ddovm with 

^' years^ 
'^ Thy sei^T^nts nothing hrave^ thy houses «low. 
^^ Come then^ ascend my chariot^ you shidi see 
^' How Tn^an hojrses to pursue exod^ 
<^ Or scour the plain in flight : I took them erst 
*^ ^rom brave JSneas. To thy servants leave lOl 

The care of Ibose^ and to the Trepan host 

Direct my horses : Hector then p^U know 
^' Wtiethi^ ^s spear still rages in my hand.'^ 

Tydides spake ; nor did the Pylian king 105 
His <^ounsd slight^ but to £urymedoa 
And Sthenelus his car and steedls consigned. 
Seated by Diott^, be held the reins 
And drove the Trojsm steeds ; soon they approached 
Where Hector fought : Tydides hurFd his spear^ 
Yet missed his mighty foe ; but through the breast 
His ^ifhful servant pierced £niopeui|, 
Thebaeus* wartrke son : the affright' ned steeds 
Starting, turu'd short : transfixed he falls, and dies. 

His charioteer thus slain w^ grief unfeigned 115 
Hector observ'd, thou^ unreveng'd his cause : 

o 2 
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Then sought the chief another charioteer 
Who might his place supply : nor sought in vain ; 
Brave Archeptolemus the car ascends^ 
And guides in war^ so Hectot gave command. 120 
Then had disgraceful deeds and foul defeat 
The. routed Trojans shut within their walls 
Like sheep^ such terror reign'd ; but Jove perceiv'd^ 
And with portentous omen thundered loud 
And dreadful^ and his lightning sent abroad^ 125 
And check'd Tydides' course^ before whose steeds 
The vivid lightning ran along the ground 
In streams of liquid fire : by fear assail'd^ 
Trembling they stood ; from Nestor's aged hands 
Palsied with terror^ dropped the shining reins, 130 
When thus in fear he spoke : ^* Now urge thy 
flight, 

Tydides ; seest thou not that Jove denies 
5' Success to lis, but aids the Trojan host ? 

This day to Hectol-*s glory is assigned ; 

The morrow may be ours, if Jove ordain ; 136 

For to that powV all mortal force must yield 
*^ Submissive, which admits of no cohtrol." 
. Tydides answVed: " Venerable chief, 
/' Juot are thy words, and true ; yet above all 
*^ This dire reproach I feap, lest Hector say 140 
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*^ Amongst the Trojan chiefs, his arm alone 

** Forc'<l Diomed to basely quit the field : 

^^ Should he thus boast, I must with shame expire.** 

Nestor replied : " Far other be thy thoughts, 
^^' Illustrious chief! though Hector should reproach, 
" Yet will the Trojans or the Dardans heed ? 146 
" Will they whose husbands in the field have bled, 
^^ Slain' by thy hand, give. credence to his words?" 

He spake; and turn'd to flight, with slackened 
rems, . . 

Back o*er the crowded plain : ail Troy pursued 1 50 
Shouting, for mighty Heptor led them on ; 
Aiid spears and arrows, darkening all the air. 
Hung on the routed host ; when Hector thus - 
Exulting, loud exclaimed : " Tydides, first 

At feasts, in council first, by Greece admir'd, 155 

Disgrace awaits thee, coward as thou art ; 

A woman in disguise : fly hence, begone ; 
^^ Thou who wouldst scale our walls, and captive 

'' lead 
^^ The Trojan dames, whilst I inactive stand, 
*^ This arm shall send thee to the shades below." 

Thus Hector boasting spake. Tydides heard. 
And now had tum*d and dar^d. again the fight : 
Thrice he essayed, and thrice from Ida's top 






156 THE lUAO. yw. 

Jove thMmi*red> to (he Ti^^ins gniteftiJ sign 

Of fkvQuriAg heav'n^ and rtiU suectessAi] w^t ; l65 

When Hector thus^ eneour^gmg his hofl|t : 

" Ye Trcgans^ Lyciana^ Dardans, brave in fight^ 
*^ Now be your courage, now yqur valour s^wn ; 
^ I know that mighty Jby^e tp w successi 
^ And glory gives, but to the Gr^k9 diemay : 170 
^' Who^ such their fidly^ deem Uiemselves 9ecuK 
^^ Within th^r wall ; cantemptil:de de^ence^ 

Scarce worth a thought; too weak ^imt my 
strength^ 

My hoffses shall o'eHeap this icHe fosse. 
^^ Wh^tt at the ships suecessfttl } shall drive 1/5 
" O'er heaps of sl^ai^ then be l&e tovcb prepar'd^ 
^^ That I ta^y buva their sbips^ WhjJ4t they be- 






*^ come, 



^^ ThroAigh smoke and feav dismay'd^ an easy preyv 
^^ And you, my horses, fbr to yon I speak. 

Of ndUe race ; Xantbiss». PodiEtrgns swift,. 1 80 
^thon and Lampus, now repay the fsiod 
Which fond Aadrboxtdife, and lai^dy too^ 
<^ Hath miBisfred unto you, com and wine^ 
^^ With l^ral hand, ia preference to. me: 
^^ Strain every nerve, yolii^ utnkost strteo^h ex*Pt ji 
ff That I fi?6fiti Nestor t»k^ his goM^n shield,. 
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Solid, entire^ whose fame transeends the skies ; 

And strip from Diomed his plaited mail 

Of workmanship divine, by Vulcan made : 
^^ If these we shall obtam^ I well might hope 190 
^^ This night to drive them from the Trojan ^oreii^ 
^^ For safety flying in their ships to Greece." 

Thus Hector boasting spake* Him Juno he^rd 
Indignant : from her thix>ne the goddess rose 
Incens'd ; Olympus trembled a& she mov'd. 
Neptune she thus addressed : ^^ O potent god ! 
^^ Seest thou the Greeks thus perishing, ut>mov'd (. 
" Yet they in Helice and Mgad bring 
*^ Rich gifts, and mimerous, to thy sacred shrine, 
^^ That thou their cause mightst aid, if sud^ thy 



^^ Were we as maay as assist the Greeks, 
" United to repel the Trojan force, 
^^ And curb the arm of Jove ; on Ida's top 
^^ He might indulge in solitary grief/' 

When Neptune vaxith displeased : ^^ O proiff tQ 
"err 20* 

^^ in speech, what hast thou said ? not all the g)t)ds 
^^ United might witb Jove supreme contend^'' 

And now the space endod'd was thronged with 
horse 
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And armed xnetiy the fosse and wall between^ 

Repuls'd by Hector like the god of war, , 310 

For Jove himself success and glory gave. 

Then had he burtfd with fire the Grecian fleet ; 

But Agamemnon, watrn'd by Juno*s care. 

Eager from ship to ship, from tent to tent. 

Hastened laborious ; in his hand he bore 315 

The purple robe, emblem of royalty ; 

Now in the. centre at Ulysses' ship 

He stood, that either side his voice might hear ; 

Now at the tent of Ajax Telamon, 

Or at Achilles' tent, who^ in their might 330 

Confiding, held the extremest place ; and thus 

In loudest terms their drooping courage rais'd : 

^^ O great disgrace ! O men in form alone ! 

" Where now your boasted courage? where the 

^^ deeds 
" Of high emprise which erst at Lemnos' isle 335 
*^ Ye vaunted, when the genial feast was spread 
** With choicest viands, and with richest wines 
*' The goblet crown'd ? Then were ye brave indeed, 
*^ Each chased a thousand foes ; now one prevails," 
" Hector, who bmves the united force of Greece, 
*' And threatens quick destruction to our fleet. 33 1 
^^ O mighty Jove I lives there on earth a king 
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^* So wretched, so disgraced ! In evil hour 

^' I hither steer'd my course : yet, for thou know'st, 

^^ The choicest victims at thy altar bled 235 

^^ In constant sacrifice, with this fond hope, 

^^ That Troy might perish by our conquering arms : 

^^ Now, sad reverse ! an humbler boon I crave, 

^^ Protection and escape, if such thy will : 

" Suffer not Greece thus utterly to fall." 240 

Thus spake Atrides : Jove in pity heard 
His earnest pray'r preferr'd with many tears, ' 
And granted his request. The bird of Jove, 
Propitious omen, how appeared in view . 
Soaring aloft in air; a tender &wn 245 

His talons held, ^ich at the altar's foot 
He cast, sacred to Panomphaean Jove. 
The Greeks beheld, and knew the sign from heav*n. 
Token of favour, and renew'd the fight. 
* J^irst, amongst many chiefs, Tydides dar'd 250 
Beyond the fosse to drive his rapid steeds. 
And recommence' the fight : a chief he slew 
In armour clad, as he his horses turned. 
On flight intent ; the spear his back transfix'd 
Between his shoulders : Agelaus fell, 255 

The son of Phradmon, from his lofty car 
Extended on the plain : his armour rang. 
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Now Atreus* sona advanc'd^ and fierce* m stoeixgtb 
Each Ajax cam^ and heave Idomaoteui^ : 
Ajtm!^ like destructive Msffs, Meriones : s6o 

Then came EuiTpylus, Euaemon's son ; 
And Teucer next^ well akiird to bend the bow. 
RetirU behind the Telamanian orb. 
Secure he viewed the plain ; the shield withdrawn^ 
Some hero fell by his unerring shaft ; oGi 

Then safe behind the vast circuKxference 
Retreating^ as the mother screens her babe. 
So Ajax him protected with his shield. 
Who first, who last, by Teucer*s arrp'^s fell ? 
Qrsilochus the first,, then Ormenoa 27^0 

And Ophelestes, Dastor, Chromius ; 
Then Lycophon,. and Polyaemocf a son 
Brave Hamopaon ; Menalippus Inst, 
In quick succession on the plain expired. 

Atrides, potent king, r^joic'd to see VJb 

The Trojan cbieftaiBs perish* by his shafts. 
And near approaching thus the youth addressed : 

Teucer bel^y*d, brave son of Telamon, 

lliQS ever fight ^ if haply thon mayst brin^ 
'^ Some respite to the Greeks v toT^mon, HSO" 
'^ Whose fond parental care hath nurttrrM thee,, 
^"^ Though of ignoble birth ; yet in thy &me 
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^^ He feels reflected honoar : hear my words, 

^^ The purpose <rf i»y mini : should Heaven but 

^^ grant 
^^ I take proud Troy, next to myself the gifk 2&5 
^^ Tboa shalt in honour claim ; some tripod rar^ 
^^ Or splendid chariot vrith the gen'rous steeds, 
^' Or some feiir captive, partner of thy bed.'* 

When T^qcer thus: ^^ O monarch, ioiudi rever'<^ 
^ ' Ui'ge me tiof , willing of myself to fight ; 290 
^' I win n(^ cease whilst *rength and vigouar last. 
^^ Since we cctopeU'd the Trojans to retiteat, 
*^ No arrow Ax>m these hand» hMh fled. in vtou 
'^ Eight barbed shafts I at the foe have iient, 
" Ei^ Trqjan youths have felt the fatal stroke ; 
^^ Yet Hector lives,, whose rage I seek to quell/* 

He spake ; and aim^d hifr shaft to pierce the chief 
Eager ; again he niiss'd bia mighty foe : 
Gorgy thion son of Priam felt the wound 
Deep in* his breast infixt ; Gorgy thion, 300 

Whom fair, Castianira whilom bare, 
Of form divine : ^umte gave her birth. 
The garden poppy thus with rip'ned fruit 
Surcharged, and vernal shoiw'rs, dedining low. 
Bends to the weight, and hoi^s its drooping head ; 
So bow'd the youth beneath hts ponderous casque. 
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Another shafts nor aim'd with surer skitl^ 

Teucer directed at the chief of Troy ; 

Apollo saw^ and turn'd the shaft aside : 

Yet not in vain it flew : thy charioteer, 310 

Hector, the wound received, his breast transfixt. 

Forth from the chariot Archeptolemus 

Fell prone : the coursers starting back retir*d 

Difimay'd : his lifeless corpse extended lay. 

No common grief great Hector's mind assaiPd, 3l6 
His Mend thus slain, and urg'd to quick revenge. 
Cebriones his brother's place supplied. 
So Hector will'd ; who, glittVing in his arms. 
With shout terrific from his chariot leap'd. 
And from the ground a cumbrous stone upraised, 320 
And rush'd on Teucer, eager to destroy. 

He the selected Arrow had with care 
Fix'd on the string, when now the mass descends. 
By Hector thrown, just where the shoulder joint 
(Fatal the place) the neck and chest unites : 326 
Nor doth the well-wrought string such force sustain ; 
The bow falls useless from his hand benumb'd : 
Scarce his bent knee supports the vanquished youth » 

But not unmindful of his brother's fate, 
Ajax in haste advanced, and, with his shield 330 
Protecting, to his friends the chief consigned. 
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Mecisteus and Alastor ; who with care 
Convey'd him, deeply groaning, to the ships. 

With added courage then great Jove inspired 
The Trojan host, who soon within the fosse 335 
^epuls*d their h^ ; whilst foremost in the van^ 
Dealing disipay and terror. Hector strode. 
^ when the hound with steady foot pursues 
The boar or lion, trusting in his speed 
And eye observant, hangs upon his rear 340 

Incessant, and with frequent wound retards ; 
So Hector swift pursued the routed Greeks 
With fear inspired, and dealt destruction round. 

Now from their lines the vanquished host retired 
DismayM, and at the ships, perforce detain'd^ 345 
Invoked the gods, and scarce maintained the fight. 

With Gorgon eyes, and like destructive Mars, 
Now here, now there, his chariot Hector drove. 
But Juno seeing, pitied much their fate 
Unequal, and Minerva thus addressed : 350 

^' Daughter of Jove, and shall we not at last 
^^ Succour the Grecians in their deep distress ; 

w 

'' Consigned to fate through Hector*s boundless 

^^ rage 
'^ And madness unrestrained, unsatisfied ?^. 

When thus Minerva: ^^ ]Liong indeed ere thtS;35S 
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^^ His rage had ceas'd, his life the fi)rfek paid, 
" Slain by some Grecian chieTs superioir might : 
^^ But that with partial and uiyust decrees 
^ Jove overrules, and checks my great designs ; 
'^^ Unmindful to repay my former cares 86o 

^^ To guard his son through labours perilous, 
^' Who, by Eurystheus prest, in utmost need ^ 
^' Invok'd heav'n's aid : I then, so Jove ordaitfd, 
** Descending, with no common care preserved. 
^^ Had prudent forethought but suggested ifeis, 365 
^^ When to the realms of night with iron gates 
Barr'd fast, he went, and seiz*d and dragged to 
light 

*^ The triple-headed tiionster Cerberus, 
^* He ne'er had cross'd again the fearfid gulf. 
^^ Now me he hateth, whilst the crafty views S70 
^^ Of Thetis urg*d in humble guise prevail, 
" To add new lustre to Achilles' feme : 
** The time may come when he will seek the aid 
Of his dear daughter. But do you, meantime. 
Prepare our horses and our car with haste. 37^ 
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** I to the mansion of great Jove repair, 

^^ And arm me to the war : yet shall not he>t 
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The mighty son of Priam's noble race. 
Rejoice when moving in the ranks df war 
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*^ We stiali appear ; then soon to dogs consign'd, 
*^ And birds^ ^ati perish many Trojan chiefs/' Ml 

She spake ; and Juno lisf ned her behest : 
The venerable queen of heaven hersdf 
ReinM the swift steeds ; the rapid tear prepared. 

Pallas meantime^ daughter of Jove supreme^ 385 
On the bright tfare^old of the gods, star-pav'd. 
Her mantle cast, with various work inwrought 
Of art refin'd, the labour of her hands : 
Then with the T3iund*rer^s matil invests her limbs. 
And arms her for tiie dreadftd deeds of war^ 3go 
And in ber car ascends : her hand the spear. 
Strong, vast, and ponderous, grasps; with which, «i- 

rag'd. 
The potent goddess hosts entire overwhelms : 
Satumia guides the coursers' urging speed. 
The gates of heav'n spontaneous c^)en'd vide, $Q5 
Kept by the winged Hours, to whom cotisignM 
High heaven and Olympus, or to close 
In darkness, or admit the radiant fig^t : 
Through these they sped their way. But mighty 

Jove 
From Ida's top beheld their wajrward course 400 
Indignant, and his messenger with wings 
Qf feaither*d gold bespoke : ^ Haste, Iris, haste. 



CI 
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^^ Conduct them back, nor suffer that we meet 
^f Adverse ; such contest were disgrace indeed^ 
" My fix'd determination thus declare : 405 

^^ Under their broken chariot crush*d their steeds 
^^ Shall lie, themselves thrust * headlong from their 
*' seats ; - . . 

Nor may ten tedious years hepd up the wounds, > 
Painful and deep, my thunder shall jnflict : 
Then shall Minerva know and fear niy wrath, 410 
Her father's wrath ; Juno indulgence claims, 
f^ Accustomed ever to withstand my will/* 

He spake ; and Iris hastened on the wings 
Of rapid wbds convey 'd,. from Ida's top 
To high Olympus : at the gates of heav'n - 415 
She stopp'd them, and the high command of Jove : 
Delivered thus : ^* Whither tliis haste, O say! 
What nadness hath beguiFd you, what dire 
rage? 

" No succour to the Grecians Jove permits ; . 
^^ On thishis fixt determination hear: 420 

*^ Under ihe broken chariot crush'd your steeds^^ j'j'' 
^^ Shall lie, yourselves thrust hoadlong fror^ le 

Nor miy ten tedious years heal i;ip the wounds,, ; 
Painfu: and deep; his thunder shall inflict ; , ) 
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" That thou, Pallas, mayst know and fiear his 
" wrath 435 

-^ Who dar*st oppose ; Juno indulgence claims^ 
" Accustomed ever to withstand his will ; 
^^ But tfaee^ what rage, what insolence can urge, 
** Against great Jbye, thy sire, to lift the spear ?" 

Thus Iris spake ; and wing'd to heav'n her wsiy. 
When Juno thus : " Daughter of Jove, forbear ; 
f^ Contend we not with him for mortal man ; 
" Let thtoi or live or perish, as the chance 
^^ Of War ordains : his will alone controls 
*^ As JAist,.the fate of Trojans and of Greeks,** 435 

Thus saying, back she rein*d the immortal steeds, 
Tlie Hours unharnessM, and ambrosial food 
Supjplyii^, led themto their ample stalls. 
And in its standing plac'd the glittering car. 
The potent goddesses meantime repair*d 440 

Each to her golden throne amongst the gods 
Promiscuous^ yet with inward grief opprest. 
When now from Ida Jove himself advanc^d,^ 
Borne by his coursers of immortal breed, 
la dbzziingcar to Ifigh Olympus* top; 445 

And these to Nq)tune*s prudent care consign*d, 
High on his golden throne the Thund'rer sat. 
And all Olympus trembled at his feet. 
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But iiir lip^rt^ opprelt Iridi fear and sIiaiM> 
Pallas and Juno silent long remained : 4So 

Jove knefvr their iomost thoughts, tad thus be-» 
gan: 

Say, Pallas, Juno, say^ why thus a^riev'd ? 
No tedious labour hath employed your tizne 
To crush the Trojan hoat^ your oonstant hat^^ 
Knovr ^s, my pow*r supreme not all the gods 
United may resist^ or turn aside 456 

My fixed purpose : yet hsfth feeu* assaiPd 
Your treilibling Umbs ere seasi the bloody €eld 
^ Of hateful Mars, ere heard die din of wferv . 
(c Kete weH my words : had disobedience arm'd l6o 
^' My vengeance, you had never mote returned, 
'^ Blasted with lightning, to these blest abodes/* 
He spake i grief held them silent^ still resolved 
The Trojani to destroy* Minerva most 
With Jove incens'd, yet checked her swettingf ^i^^i^ i 
But Jun6 thus relied : ^^ O too sdvere^ 46ff 

*^ What hast thou said ? We know thy pow'r su* 

" pre^ne ; ' ' 

^^ Yet suffer we indulge our grief aWbile, ^ 

^^ And mburo the Oiecians slain : if such thy will^ 
^^ From war we must desist : but to suj^est 4f(i 
^^ Such counsd as may save, we sTsk no more." 
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Jove diiiw^red thus : ^^To-moitdiv thou maydt see^ 
If such thy pleasure^ basi diso6aifittiri 
Spread throi^h the Gi'tcian ho»t> such my de* 
cree : 

^^ Nor Hectlnr oeas^ victorious till that day 4f 5 
^^ When swift Achilles^ rushing to the ihips 
^^ In ntlnost need^ Pati^ocltist ^hall l*egaiii« 
*^ Thy rage I heed not; ahd I tell thee more; 
^^ Shouldst thou in aki^ to the eitretnest verge 
'^ Of earth and 6cean, to the drear abode 48o 

^^ Of Saturn and lapdtus repair^ 
'^ Cheered by no genial ray^ no balmy gale^ 
*' Fast by the gates of hdl ; though wand'rii^ thete 
^^ Indignant, I should disregard thy i^e/' 

And now in ocean's bed the lamp of day 4'95 
Declining sank, and Night her sable wings 
In darkness spread, unWelc6nie to thd host 
Of Troy victorious; to the Grecian chieft 
Most gratefdl, most destr'd, ni^'s peaceful shade. 

But Hector near Scaniander's rdpid stream 4j^ 
A council liutlimon'd) diisltant irom the ahips 
And numerous slain : enciitldd by his chiefs^ 
And leanii^ on his spear with rin^ of gold ' ■ 
And brass refulgent, favoured of high Jove^ 
The victor chieftain thus addressed his speech : 4^i 

P2 
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Hear me^ ye Trojans, Dardans, and allies : 
This day I thought indeed, this glorious day, 
(The Grecians vanquish*d, and their ships con- 
sum'd,) 

*^ To have returned to Troy : darkness alone 
^^ Hath sav'd them from destruction : we obey 500 
'^ The sacred Night. Refresh we then our troops 
*' And wearied coursers ; let the circling wine 
^^ And ample feast our wasted strength renew: 
** Such plenty Troy affords of £atted beeves ' 
*^ And numerous docks : and let the blaze of fires 
These plains illumine till the mom appear ; 506 
Lest, £sivour*d by the darkness, coward Greece 
Sculk to her 'ships, and balk our just revenge. 
Conveyed by stealth through ooean^s pathless- 
way. 

'^ Not unmolested shall they tempt the main, 
^' But bear the wounds our spears shall deep inflict 
^^ To other climes, and some far distant home. 
Just punishment ; that others hence may learn. 
And fear to wage destructive war with Troy. 
^' Let faithful heralds to the city bear 515 

'^ Our pleasure, that the youths and aged sires 
^' Set the (irm watch, and guard her sacred walls. 
^* ^ Let fires, the matrons* care> prevent surprise 
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^^ Whilst distant we remain : then be it so; 

^^ Thus far regards the nighty as seemeth best: 52a 

*' What may to-morrow be expedient^ 

" The morrow will disclose. Would heav*n but 

" grant 
^* My fervent prayV, that we may thrust them 

^' hence 
" With total rout, whom to our Trojan shores 
^' In their dark vessels angry Fates have brought ! 
^' Let then the proper and sufficient guard 5S6 
This night be set ; we will at dawn of day 
Kindle the flames of war beneath their ships : 
^^ Then shall I see whether proud Diomed 
*^ Can force me from the ships^ or I from him^ 530 
*^ Vanquished, the bloody spoils in triumph beal' ; 
" His boastied courage be to-morrow tried 
'^ Against my spear ; the day shall see him faH 
With many friends around. O might 1 live 
As Phoebus or Minerva, long rever'd^ 535 

'^ As the next dawn prove fatal to the Greeks !'' 

Thus Hector spake : the Trojans shouted loud 
With joy : their steeds unyoked, each by his car 
In order placed, and from the city brought. 
So Hector gave command, the generous wine, 540 
And the rich produce of their flocks and herds. 
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And bread and wood. Now blaz*d die iminVou$ 

fires 
Throughout the plain, and sacriiices dud 
In vapours to the distant sky arost. 

Elated with success the troops around 545 

S^joyfiil, ^nd the jdain illupaiii'd shone 
With frequent fires. As when uiinumVred stars 
Round the pale moion their light n^fulgent sbed^ 
When eyeiy breath it hi|9h*d, projeeting rocks 
Ai^ seen, and summits of stupendous height, £50 
And deepened yallejrs close the ^^ed scene ; 
The vast expanse of heav*n*s hi^ arched roof 
Bursts on the sight, and every star appears ; 
A secret joy peirades the shepherd's breast i . 
So throiigh the plain by rapid Xanihps* stream 559 
Blazed numemus fires, a thoustjind burning fires^ 
And each a hand of fifty chosen troops 
Assiduous guard ; their coursers ready stand, 
Ancl all impfttient mit the oombg mern. 
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Thus through the a^ht strict wateh the Twjans 

k^t; 
But meditating fli^^ io^ired with fNr» 
With doubts 4«»tra(^^» wA opjwst witih woe. 
The Gmians wait the mom^ Aa wh€a» tb« whmjIs 
Bor^ and Zej^yrw from Tbracia hltow B 

With sudden viole^ce^ tei^peatiioufi waves 
Inform the deep^ and bursting on the shpr?. 
From ocean's bed .uptuf n th^ loo^iied weed ; 
So various passions shook th^ir wavering windfi. ' 

Atrid09> with unbounded gfifiX o^erwhetm^d^ 10 
A council «aird: each several ^b^f by wme 
The heralds summon^ or the «»man^ bids^ 
Sornowing Uiey met Atndes io the midst» 
llie frequent tear still string fipom bis ey«^ 
Aroae^«^-H9Q burstiug from the living rode 1 ^ 

The bubbling fountain pours its lucid stream^-^ 

And deeply aigbing thus the chictfaMdresa'd : 



ft 
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^^O friends! illustrious and wariike sons 
^^ Of Greece ! with loss severe and with disgrace 
" Jove hath afflicted me, who safe return 20 

^* Promised from captured Troy : but now I fear 
" Some dread calamity impends our host ; 
" Since he commands, after much treasure spent. 
And many heroes slain, inglorious flight, 
llius Jove decrees, and who shall dare resist ? 2S 
<fove, wl^p hath humbled cities to the dust, 
And still Will humble, such his sovereign powV. 
*^ With one consent prepare we then our ships, 
^^ And to our native land urge speedy flight, 
^' Since Jove forbids the capture of proud Troy/' 
The monarch ended: shame long held them 
mute, 3) 

And disappointed hopes ; when thus at length 
Tydides spoke his mind : ^^ I first opposp, 
^^ O king I such rash resolve : freely I speak, 
^^ As custom sanctions, nor be thou displeasVl, 35 
^' Thou didst my courage question in the field, 
^' Surrounding warriors heard the base reproach ; 
^^ Behold, these know to whom I make appeal. 
^^ With sovVeign powV, with honour Jove hath 

^^ crown'd 
'^ Thy dayrs ; but hs^th withheld the noblest boon. 
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'^ A soiil that knows not fear. Ill-fated king ! 
*' What! do»t thou deem us of such abject mind^ ^ 
" So void of courage as thy words import ? 
If such thy will all eager to return^ 
Go; tfa^ way's open^ and thy ships at hand 4i 
^' In number great, which from Mycenae came. 
*' Yet will the Grecians stay till we destroy 
" Yon hated city : but should th^y too fiy, 
'^ And basely seek their native shores again ; 
^^ Yet I and Sthenelus will dare the fight, 60 

€€ 'pjij Xroy shall stoop beneath oiir conquering arms 
^* In ashes laid ; for 'twas with God we came." 

He spake : the chieft unanimous approved. 
Admiring much the brave and manly tone 
Of Tjrdeus' son ; when aged Nestor thus : 55 

" O Diomed! unconqu'red in the field, 
*^ In council exciellent, well hast thou said, 
** Above the reach of censure : yet, my son, 
(For well my years such language will allow 
Compared with thine,) permit me to enlai^ 60 
Thy thought ; though prudent ever is thy speedi. 
Yet long experience and maturer age . 
Indulgence claim, whilst I declare at large, 
^' And all 'my mind unfold ; which none may blame 
^^ Justly who hear me ; not Atiides' self. 65 
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^^ No ties of blood, no laws that man majr hind, 
^^ No home endear, whom civil war delights ! 
'^ Let us Night's sacred jaws obey, and ^uread 
^^ The genial feart, and set the watch secure 
^^ Without our walls ; be that the dai^ ' of 

. ^^ youth* 
^^ Do thou, Atrides, as becomes a king, . 7^ 
^' Prepare to feast the ddars ; in thy tents 
^^ Abuiidaoce reigns; Thraee sends her gen'rous 

^' wifie^ 
^^ And daily vessels ample stores suj^y. ' 

*^ Then let each chief his sentiments dedaiie : 7^ 

Our safety in collected wisdom stands ; 

And uigent is our need : the Tvc^an fires ' 
^ Surround our ships : this is no tipie for joy, 
^' This night may or destroy or save our host.^ 

m 

He spake t the Grecians willingly ob^*d« 80 
Forth ruah'd the gnanl, in glitf ring annour dad. 
With Thrasymedes, Nestor^s valiaat son, 
Ascalaphus and hmve laloienos. 
The sons .6f 'Mare ; with them Meriom^s, 
Deipuros, and Aphareus advanc'd^ 85r 

And Lycomedes, CreonV noble 300. 
Seven leaders hove command ; a huadred youths. 
With spears well arm*d, each warlike daief ob^*d. 
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And formM the guard : between the fosse and wall 
High blaz'd the fires ; there each repast prepared. 90 

Now to his tent the chteis of revVend age 
Atrides bade^ and spread the genial feast. 
Which all m order duly rang'd partook. 
Hunger now sat^fied, and thirst removed, 
Thus^ deeply skiird in wisdom's siacred lore^ 9S 
Oft salulsary proved, the aged chief 
Nestor his speech resumed : ^* O potent king, 
^^ Great Agamemnon ! puffer that in thee 
'' I finish and in thee begin my speech, 
^^ Of many nations head ; for Jove supreme 100 
^^ The sceptre hath committed to thy cave, 
^^ To thee his laws CM>nsign'd9 that thou mayst rule . 
^^ With justice, and consult the public weaL 
^^ Thfie it becomes or to declare thy thoughts, 
^^ Or patient hear what prudence may advise, 105 
^^ Adopting ever that which seemeth best. 
^ Thus tben I ctMrnsel; thinking as I do, 
<^ And long have done, what none may contravene, 
'^ E'en from that day when thou didst rashly seize 
^^ And take Briseis from Achilles' tent, 1 10 

^ Who justly was enragM :, I did dissuade, 
*^ For much I disapproved : thy wrath prevailed. 
^^ Him whom the gods had hoqour^d^ with disgrace 
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'^ Thou didst entreat ; nay^ more^ dost still possess 
^* His valued gift. Yet let us even now 115 

" Consider wejl the means^ or by soft words 
** Or soothing gifts to bend his mighty mind/' 

To whom. Atrides : " Venerable man^ 
^* True are thy words, I own thy just rebuke ; 
*^ I greatly err'd indeed. Experience shows 1 20 
^' This truth, that he whom Jove's protecting care 
** Attends, superior proves to armed hosts: 
^^ Achilles triumphs in our just defeat. 
" But since I thus have eri^d, yielding the reins 
*^ To wayward passion and ill-boding wrath ; 125 
'^ Yet would I iain assuage, fain sooth his mind, 
/' If gifts can win him, or concessions move. 
** First then, and witness all who hear my words ! 
Seven tripods new, ten talents of pure gold. 
And twenty burnished vases : add to these 130 
" Twelve coursers swift, and of superior breed, 
^' First in the race; rich were indeed that man 
*^ Who own'd the prices which their speed hath 

^^ won. 
'' Seven Lesbian captives, skilPd in various arts, 
*^ Of form divine, for matchless beauty {am*d, 135 
** I freely give : when to his conquVing arms 
" Lesbos submitted, I selected them. 
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^^ To these' I add Briseis ; and declare 

'^ (Heaven be my witness !) spotless from my hands, 

*^^ And pore, I do restore the captive maid. 140 

'' These I at present give ; and should the gods 

^' Grant we destroy proud Ilium^s lofty tow'rs, 

'^ Let him with gold and. brass his vessels store, 

^^ And share the spoils : he^rst of all shall choose 

*^ Of captive Trojans, beautiful in form, 145 

'^ Twenty fair virgins,— Helen's charms alone 

*^ May claim superior note ;-^and when returned 

^' To Argos, to our country, as a son, 

^^ My only son, in affluence bred and ease, 

'^ As lov'd Orestes will I honour him. 150 

^' And further, of my daughters nurtured well 

^^ In Ai^os he shall choose ; Chrysothemis, 

^^ Iphianassa, or Laodice ; 

^' And lead to Pylos his selected ln*ide* 

^^ Great shall her dowry be; yea, greater far 155 

*' Than ever dowry was. Cardamyle 

" Shall own his powV, him Enope obey, 

'* Hira's rich meads, and Pherap's fertile soil ; 

'^ Antheia fair, Aipeia's lofty site, 

^' And Paedasus, for vineyards far r^nown'd : 

^ To Pylos these extend, and ^kirt the main: l6l 

^ Cities in treasures rich, in fiodcs and herds 
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^^ Abundant, po{ial6u»; where atfa^ glfte 
From grateful dtltaas fthaU he«p hi» stores^ 
Just tribute pej^and OfD/n bin sov^'i^igu pow># l6S 
AU these I give if he but cease from Wrath : 
HeaVn grant be tnay telent 1 Pluto Hone 
Knov^ nO rem<»s^^ no pity ; therdft>re decim'd 
H By jQfteii^ of all the g(Ml$ most wortlrf habi^ 
^^ Yet must he own my t^t to hear. VtbmntiaQd ; 
^' From age, from^tatbli I obedience clahn/' 17 1 

Nestor replied : ^^ Atrickty potent king^ 
^' Worthy a monarch are sudn noUe gifta 
^^ Or to receive or ^vel S^c$t we then, 
'^ And to Achilles, send in etnbat^^ 17^ 

^^ Such chiefs at X shall i^amfc: let PhcBtkix fiiist, 
^' Belov'd of Jove, and Aj^x, Inighty chie(> 
'^ And wise Ulysses, to his t^t rej^ait. 
^^ Let HodiussbidEuiybhtes attend, . 
^^ Our faithful heralds ; and lastiiiti(m itlade> ISO 
^^ Raise we to heaven th& pray>t May Jove himself 
^' Take pity on our wOfes^ arid grant success P 

Thus Nestor sp^ke, and all ftppMnr'dl his wdrdsL 
And now the heralds for luttiiaiioh brinig 
Pure wat^r^ and from.gdblets erowiifd with utriixe 185 
The youths libations pdttt: tech chief ^rtak^s * 
In order ; arid wheiWsdtisfied the soui> 



Still as they went sage Nestor interposM^ 
With ^tnaidaftV coum^^ «tftd Again repeats i^ 

The important misiion, and wi^h cantton aitni 
T4 «ooth AcbitteB^ «n4 bis iire sid^dne^ 

NoW by th^ ftoitniling i^feore and hoist^rdiis rhaih 
They took their way^ and oft addressed tbetr.pl^y'r 

* 

To Neptnre^ iiid invcfc'd ^bit powerful aid 19^ 

To soften^ to ftmmiSk Achrlled^ mibd. ' 

Now came tb^y where the ]ll3^midom encamp'd t • 

Jil6t then liie hero tcmdbi'd hit dilyer baip ' 

Of worknsaniship dinne^ the spoil of w«r 

Won from Eetion^ and wing' Ibe deeds dod 

Of ancient tinles^ and obiefe rtnc^nfd of yoye^ 

Soothing his' soul with sWeeiest itiinstrrij^* 

Nedr hiiik Patroohii^^t«; attention hlild 

Him silent, waiting till Aofailtes ous'd4 

Ulyssdi entVeid first^ aii4 n^f approached, i905 
Yet undbier^^di whei&^' itteting fbonl hii seat, 
Achilles roses^ ttili in his hand the harp 
Rei^unded : with htm v^^ Matl(£tius' son x 
With friendly greeting thua Achilles^ spoke t 

^' Illn«trious chiel^ ^hom inndi my soul esteems 

*^ And lovesy dip^gb gn^itly ixljlir-d^ siiy^ my 

^' friends^ fill 
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^< What pcessitig^ neod .bftth brought ymir tQlmyi 
" tent?" : ,. , ; 

r Thus sayings to the seats with tapestry doth'd \ 
Of purjrfe dye he led the Grecian chiefs^ 
And to Patroclus thus : ^ A larger cUp, . 315^ 

'' And with, more gea^rous wine^ O frieild^ p(e* 

" For noble guests whom I < respect bs these/' 

» 

He said; nor did Patroclus •dtsobey# 
A larger cauldron on tH^ fir^ he pWd^ 
And fill'd with choicest viands both of sheep 220. 
And goats^ and of a swine' the chine entire : 
Automedon assisted ; but the chi^f> 
Each sev*ral part dividing, for the ^ite 
Himself prepared: the fire, Fatrodus' «hai^, 
First blazed with vehemetice^ . but when subdued, '. 
He spread the glowing embers all abroad, 226. 

And o*eE them plac'd the joints^ .and. sprinkled all 
With sacred salt, and roasted them with.skilU - 
Patroclus heaped the. canister with bread i ^t 
Achilles carv*d : in front Ulysses; sat: . 230 

Patroclus, as enjoih'd, the isicrifice . 
Performed, and in the fire^rich offVingj9sthrew. 
Then all partook the feast. To Phoenix now. 
Ajax the signal gave ; not unperceiv*d 
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By wise Ulys&es> who the goblet &\V4, 
And to Achilles thus his speech ^ddress^d : 

*^ Achilles^ hail ! nor here, nor at the tent \ 

^^ Of Atreus' son, if feasts our notice claim^ 
^' Are feasts deScient ; but far o^her cares 
*' Our thoughts engasi^j &r other fears oppress. 240 
^' Whether our ship or perish or escape^ 
^^ On thee depends; thy arm alone cgin save. 
" Near to our fleet the Trojaii^ are encamp^d^ 
^^ And at our wall collected numbers watch. 
^^ Ai]id light the frequent fires ; prepared at dawn , . 
^' To storm our weak defence^ and bum our ship. ^ 
^ Satumian Jove himself their cause asserts^ 
'^ Thund'ring from heav'n propitious : Hector near^ 
Inspired, and glorying in his might, nor men 
Nor deities r^ards, but waits the mom 250 

Impatient, when, with tenfold fury arm'd, 
^^ He will (for such his threats) hew from our ships 
'^ Their prows to flames consigri'd, and in th^ 

*^ ismoke 
'^ Confused and routed^ slay the Grecian host 
'^ And much indeed I fear lest Jove perform S55 
'^ His threats ; and fote ordain that we must &11 
" On yonder plain, from Aigos far remov'd. 
^ Arise, though late, protect our wearied trdopjs 

« 
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" From the wild tumult of our daring foes. 
" How wilt thou grieve hereafter, how lament, 260 
^* When mischief done no remedy admits ! 
** Consider then before, and lend thy aid. 
*' O friend ! permit that I repeat the words 
" Of Peleus, thy lov'd father, on that day 
" When he from Phthia to Atrides sent 265 

" Thy early youth: — ^ Remember, O my son! 
** * Pallas and Juno courage may inspire, 
^* * If such their pleasure ; but do thou control 
" 'Thy mighty mind, for gentleness becomes : 
'* ' Cease from contention, ever source of ill 2/0 
" 'To miserable man ; so shalt thou reap 
'* ^ From old and young both honour and renown/ 
" Thus spake thy father, words forgotten now. 
'' O then dismiss thy wrath ! now, now dismiss. 
" Great gifts, whilst I relate with patience hear, 
'' Atrides givesi worthy himself and thee. 276 

Seven tripods new ; ten talents of pure gold. 
And twenty burnished vases : add to these, 
" Twelve coursers swift, and of superior breed, 
'' First in the race : rich were indeed that man 280 
" Who ^own'd the prizes which their speed hath 






" won. 



'' Seven Lesbian captives skilled in various arts, 
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" Of form divine, for matchless beauty fem'd, 
*^ He freely gives ; when to thy conqu'ring arms 
" Lesbos submitted^ he selected them : 285 

" To these he adds Briseis, and declares 

(Heav'n is his witness), spotless from his hand. 
And pure, he doth restore the captive maid. 
These he at present gives ; and should the gods 

\ a 

^^ Grant we destroy proud Ilium^s lofty tow'rs, 290 
*^ You shall with gold and brass your vessels store, 
" And share the richest spoils. You first shall 

^* choose 
^{ Twenty fair virgins, — Helen's charms alone 
May claim superior note, — and when return'd 
To Argos, to our country, as a son, 295 

His only son, in affluence bred and ease, 
^^ As lov'd Orestes will he honour thee : 
" And of his daughters, nurtur d all with care 
" In Argos, thou shalt choose, — Chrysbthemis, 
^^ Iphianassa, or Laodice ; 300 

^^ And lead to Pylos the selected bride. 
'^ Great shall her dowry be ; yea, greater far 
*^ Than ever dowry was :— Cardamyle 
'^ Shall own thy power, thee Enope obey, 
" Hyra's rich meads, and Pherae's fertile soil ; 303 
*' Anthea fair, iEpea's lofty site, 
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^^ And Pedasus for vineyards fyr renowned : 
To Pylos these extend, and skirt the main : 
Seven cities populous, in treasures rich^ 
^^ In flocks and herds abundant, where large gifts 
^^ From grateful citizens shall heap thy stores, 311 
" Just tribute give, and own thy sovereign sway. 
^^ All these he gives if thou but cease from wrath. 
" Should he with all his gifts still hateful prove. 
Yet to thy country, tp afflicted Greece 315 

Compassion show ; for honoured as a god, 
" And by their means with endless glory crown'd, 
^^ Thou in their hearts shalt reign. Now mayet 

" thou slfty 
^^ Hector, whom hasty and impetuous rage 
" Will bring within thy grasp ; for well he deems 
^^ No Grecian can in arms contend with hiin*'' 331 

Achilles thus replied : '^ Me it behoves, 
" O wise Ulyssea! for in counsel thou 
^^ Dost bear pre-eminence, freely to speak 
^^ The dictates of a plain and holiest mind, 3^& 
" (For as the gates of hell my soul abhors 
^^ That man who basely doth his mind conceal, 
^ While a3 his tongue a difierent language holds^y 
" Lest various censure blame my fixt resolve, 
^ Which nor Atrides nor th' assembled Greeks 
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^^ Shall move me to rescind ; for well I know 
^^ My constant toils in war no thanks receive : 
*^ With equal gifts, with equal honours crown'd, 
^^ Alike esteemed the coward and the brave. 

Or dare the combat, or ignobly fly. 335 

Nor aught to me remains but fruitless toils 
And constant danger in the doubtful field. 
^ As the fond parent bird^s unceasing care 
^^ Supplies her young with food^ herself the while 
^* With hunger prest; thus I whole sleepless 
nights 340 

And tedious days in tented fields have pass'd 
^^ For Grecian matrons in Atrides' cause. 
^* Twelve cities with my ships I have destroyed. 
Eleven with my troops, whose ample spoils 
I to Atrides gave. These he retains, 345 

^^ Dividing to each chief, with sparing hand^ 
'^ His small reward. From me, and me alone, 
^^ Who won them, he reclaims my valued prize. 
^^ Let him then have her. Say, what cause did 

^' urge 
^^ This war ? or why did Atreus* sons collect 350 
^^ Their num*rous forces, but for Helenas sake? 
^^ Of all mankind do Atreus' sons afone 
'^ Their wives esteem and love ? the wise and good 
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*^ In ev'ry nation lov6 them : though in war 
*' Obtain d, I lov'd her from my very sotil. 355 
^* By fraud he took her, and by violence ; 
*^ Let him not think he may deceive again : 
That may not be. With his assembled chiefs. 
With thee, Ulysses, let him best defend 
*^ Hiis vessels from the flames ; he wants not nie 36o 
" Or to erect the wall, or dig the fosse 
" Wide for defence ; yet dare he not withstand 
The mighty foe. Whilst on these plains I 
fought, 

^^ Hector once only dar^d without the walls 
*^ And Scaean gate to tempt the doubtful war, 365 
^^ And scarce with life escaped. But since no more 
*^ With him I wage stenx war ; at early dawn, 
'^ Due sacrifice to heav'nly pow'rs first made, 
^^ Thou shalt behold, if such thy pleasure be, 
^^ My numerous vessels plough the Hellespont, 370 
" Their crews prepar d to ply the cumbrous oar. 
Should Neptune send a favourable gale. 
Three days shall land us safe on Phtbia's shores : 
^^ There riches wait^me, gold and sciilptur d brass, 
^^ There captive females whom my sword hath won, 
** And iron, or at Phthia left, or stor d 376 

^^ ]fIow ill my ships, my portion that remains. 
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" But the most valued gift Atrides gave 
" His insolence reclaimed. Plainly declare 
^^ What I thus plainly speak^ that all may hear, 
*^ If yet to others he intend deceit: 381 

*^ Insolent ever as he is withal, 
^' Yet dare he not once look me in the fece. 
'^ I will nor counsel give, nor aid his arms : 
" He hath offended, hath deceivM me once ; 385 
^^ I trust him not again : no ; let him die, 
" By Jove forsaken, and of sense bereft. 
Himself, his gifts I value not ; they are 
Most odious to me : no; if he would give 
^^ Tenfold, and double that, I would not hear; 390 
" Nor what Orchomenos, or the rich spoils 
** ^Egyptian Thebes with all her hundred gates 
** Contains ; so vast that, rank'd in loose array, 
'^ Horsemen and foot two hundred mardi with ease, 
" Were all his gifts as numerous as the sand, 395 
" Or dust of the earth, he never should prevail 
" Till all my great revenge were satisfied. 
'* His daughter I no : were she like Venus fair, 
** As Pallas skiird, I would not marry her. 
'^ Let him amongst the Greeks some other choose, 
*^ More suited to her state and dignity. . 401 

If the gods grant me safely to return. 
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*' Peleus will guide my choice : a numerous race 

« Hellas and Phthia boast for beaiity fem'd, 

** Daughters of potent chiefs ; there will I choose; 

^ For much my soul in wedlock's sacred bands 400 

*^ Doth long those treasures to enjoy m eade, 

*^ Which my fond father hath with care amassed, 

^^ Better is life, than to possess the spoils 

^^ Whifch Troy cohtiaiiVd within her aniple walls,41Q 

^^ Ere yet the Greeks arrived ; or what the shrine 

^^ Of PhqebUs may iu rocky Python boast. 

^' By plunder herds an^ flocks may be obtained, 

^^ The polished tripod, or the generous steed ; 

*^ The soul of man once fled knows no return^, 415 

'* Is not, and cannot be within oi|r grasp. 

^' For oft my parent goddess did unfold 

*^ The future, and forewarii'd me, that of life 

'^ A two-fold web for nie the ^ates had spun* 

^^ Should I still war with Troy, fot ever lost 420 

^^ Is liiy return, but endless is my fanie ; 

f* But shonld I to iny native land return. 

My fame is gone, yet lengthened are my days. 
Distant my death. I therefore would persuade 
'^ Return to all ; for never shall they find 425 

^* Their labour ended by yon cities' fall. 
^' Great Jovfe himself with his proteptiiig hand 
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^* Defends her walls, and animates her host. 

" Go theri, and to the Grecian chiefs relate 

** What I have plainly said : let them devise 430 

^' Some otheir means, such as maturer age 

^^ And wisdom may suggest to save their fleet, 

^^ And to protect their troops, since this hath fail'd. 

^^ Vain thought ! that I should cease to breathe re- 

^^ vehge. 
^* Let Phcenix fest within out teiit this tiight, 435 
*^ That he to-morrow may with Us return, 
^' If such his pleasure, to our native laiid, 
^^ To Phthia : toy request no force implies." 

He ended : admiration held them mute. 
So firmly he refused. At length uprose 440 

Phoenix, of age rever'd : the frequent tear 
His cheek bedewed, for gre&t indeed his grief; 
Deep sighing thus he spake : ** If to return, 
"' Illustrious chief, be then thy fixt intent, 
^ Nor wilt thou save our ships from hostile flames, 
'^ Nor ce^se thy anger ; how can I, my son, 446 
" Bereft of thee remain ? I, to tvhose care 
" The venerable Peleus erst consign*d 
^* Thy early youth, and to Atrides sent 
'^ From Phthia, yet unui^'d to deeds of waf ; 450 
^' And in debate where men illustrious shine. 
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" All-inexperienc'd : mine the pleasing task 
" In council to instruct thy tender mind^ 
" And teach thee deeds of valorous emprise, 
^f My son, I never can consent to stay, 455 

" Shouldst thou depart ; no, not if Jove himself 
'^ Should age remove, and make mfe young again, 
*^ As when I iSrst, to shun my father's rage, 
*^ Left Hellas fam'd for beauty. He, ensnar'd 
*^ By meretricious charms, forgot his vows 46o 

Connubial, and disgrac*d the marriage bed. 
My injured mother oft entreated me 
To disappoint his hopes, and thwart his views, 
^' And tender youthful love : her I obey'd.- 
'^ Which when my father knew, enrag'd at heart 
*^ With dreadful imprecations he invoked 466 

Th' avenging deities, that never son 
From me descended might his knees embrace : 
^^ So Pluto wiird, and dread Persephone. 
^^ 111 could my mind support parental wrath, 4/0 
^^ Or bear beneath his hated roof to dwell. 
Though friends and kindred all entreated me. ' 
Now through the spacious hall from flocks and herds 
*^ The festive boards were spread, and ample feasts 
^^ Nine days were held, and goblets crown'd with 












*^ wine: 



IX. THE ILIAD. 235 






a 



Each night strict guard was at my chamber 

plac'd. 
And fires were' lighted at my very door. 
" When the tenth night appeared I burst the bars, 
O'erleap'd the walls ; and favoured by the night. 
With ease escaped the guard. Far off I fled 480 
Through spacious Hellas, and to Phthia came 
For fertile pastures fam'd, and num'rous flocks, 
*^ To Peleus, who with favour me received ; 
" And lov'd me as a father loves his son, 
^^ Child of his age, and heir of all his wealth. 485 
Possessions great he gave near the utmost bounds 
Of fertile Phthia, where the Dolopes 
Inhabit : there I.watch'd thy tender years. 
And nurtured thee, and made thee what thou art, 
*^ O godlike man! and lov'd thee from my soul. 490 
** Nor wouldst thou to the feast without me go, 
" Nor take but from my hand the accustom'd food. 
When wayward humour oft in early youth 
Returned with loathing what my fondness gave. 

_ ■ , 

Much have I suffered with thee, much endur'd, 
'' With this fond hope, that since to me denied 
(Such Fates decree)* the .blessing of a child ; 
I by adoption might obtain a son . 
The comfort, the protector of my age. 499 
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^' O then, Achittes ! check thy mighty mind ; 
^^ To be implacable but ill becomes. 
The hear'nly pow'rs, in virtue greater far. 
In honour and in strength, are merciftd ; 
For men by pray'rs and sacrifices meet, 
^* Avert that punishment their crimes deserve. 505 
" Pray'rs are the daughters of all-pow'rful Jove, 
^^ Wrinkled and blind, and impotent of feet ; 
^' These follow where Injustice runs before : 
Fierce, unrestrained, she ranges o'er the earth 
With desolating hand : then follow Pray'rs, 510 
Steady though slow, Mritfa healing influence ; 
Who listens their advice they kindly aid, 
^* Heal all bis woes, and grant his just request : 
" But who with scorn their proflTred boon rejects, ' 
They Jove entreat, that, as due punishment, 515 
Injustice ever may his steps pursue. 
My son, with honour due their voice attend $ 
Forgiveness to the brave alone belongs. 
Did not Atrides offer various gifts ; 
^V Did he still bear thee hate implacable, 52o 

'^ I should not urge thee to forget thy wrongs, 
^^ And succour Greece, though in her utmost need. 
'^ Great are hi{( offers, lai^e his promised gifts 
^^ Now tendVed by thy friends, the bravest chiefs 



it 



€€ 
it 

a 

€C 



-J 



ix. THEIUAP. 387 

'^ WliomGrecia boasts c^sm her w^rli^Le bands; 
'^ Reject them tiot^ though just thy foraii^r mge ; 
'^ Nor treat them with contempt Thus fiun^ re* 

^^ ports 
'' Heroes in ancient tim^ their rage control^ 
'' Sof^ned by gtfts^ or sopth'd by gentle words. 
'^ Well I remember^ and to you^ my fiiends^ S30 
^^ The fact I will relate of former days« 
^^ The ^tolians and Curetes were engaged 
In bloody war&re by the lofty walb 
Of Calydpn ; these to defend the town^ 
^^ Those to destroy intent. Neglected rites 535 
^' I^cens'd Diana ; hence the contest rose : 
'V (Eneus to aU the deities had paid 
*' Just honoui9 but to her^ in due i:eturn 
'^ For the rich harvest and productive year^ 

Or through neglect or inattention. 540 

The indignant gpddessj to revenge her wrongs^ 
Sent a huge monster of enormous size 
To desolate the Calydonian plains 
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^' And (Eneus* fertile fields : the savage boar 

'^ Whole trees uprooting^ levelled to the ground 545 

^^ Pomona's ricjb^ produce. When the son 

*' Of (Eneus^ with collected force of d(^s 

*^ And men from various cities, skiird to chase 
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*^ The fiercest monsters, slew this wondrous beast, 

^^ So vast that numbers fell beneath his force. 556 

^^ Then rose contention, so Diana will'd, 

" Who should possess the bristly monster's spoil. 

" Scarce at the walls, whikt Meleager fought, 

" The fierce Curetes dar d the contest try, 

" Though numerous their forces ; but when rage 

^* Inflam'd his breast, (the wisest often feel 556 

" Its power,) he with his mother much incens'd 

^^ Retir'd, and with his wife, sequesf red liv'd, 

^' With Cleopatra, from Marpissa sprung, 

*^ And Ida, bravest deem*d of mortal race, 56o 

" Who seized his bow, and dar*d the god of day 

« 

^^ To the dread contest for the beauteous nymph. 
(Her the fond parents caU'd Alcyone, 
Wept by. her mother, for her fate the same 
As erst Alcyone's, to Phoebus' love 565 

A prey.) With her retired he cherish'd rage. 
Indignant that Althaea should invoke 
The deities with imprecations dire. 
" She for her brother's death opprest with grief, 
^^ Striking the ground, invok'd the infernal pow'rs, 
" Pluto and dread Persephone, with tears 
^* Kneeling, that they would instant slay her son. 
" Alecto heard, implacable of heart. 
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From the dark deep abyss of Erebus : 

* • 

Then quickly at the gates wild tumult rose, 575 
*^ And maddening uproar. Him the aged sires 
'* Entreated ; him the venerable priests 
'* Of blameless life, to save them from the foe. 
With proffers large, where Calydonian fields 
Arid fertile plains extend ;,in vineyards these 580 
Excelling, those for richest pasture fam'd ; 
^^ Full fifty acres was the promised boon. 
** The venerable (Eneus suppliant came, 
^^ Embraced his knees, and urg'd his suit with tears; 
^^ His sisters and his mother sued in vain ; 585 
*^ He still with persevering rage refus'd : 

Much his lov'd friends, companions of his youth. 
Entreated, nor could bend his haughty mind. 
'^ When now loud shouts announced the foe's ap- 

^^ proach, 
" And bick'ring flames arose : with piercing cries 
" His supplicating wife, of form divine, 59 1 

*^ Unfolds the tale of misery and woe, 
" When captur'd cities feel the conqueror's rage, 
^^ Murder and rapine, and devouring fire ; 
" Children and parents captive, or a prey 
To lawless force. Mov'd by her woful plaint, 
Sudden he rose in arms, repulsed the foe. 
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^' And savM his country ; whose ingratitude 
^^ Refused the promised boon ; ye$, still he sav'd. 
'^ Then be not thou^ my son^ impls^ble^ £0Q 

*^ Nor yield thee to the spirit of revenge 
*' Till flames consume ou' ships : accept our gifts ;: 
^^ Arm, arm, i^nd save; be honoured aa a god : 
^' Should you without the gifts in war engage^ 
^^ Your honour will be less, though checked th^ 
" foe;' 60$ 

When thus Achilles : ^^ Venerable chief, 
^^ Phcenix, of age revered, I covet not 
^^ Such honour ; not from man, from Jove alone 
^^ I seek immortal honour : his command, 
^^ To which I bend submissive, at the ships 619 
Detains me; and perchance will yet detain. 
Whilst strength and life shall animate thes^ 
" limbs. 
'^ Yet I must add, and your attention daim 
To my request, that you molest me not 
With sighs and sorrows in Atrides' cause : 6l5 
^^ To like whom I detest becomes thee not, 
*' Lest loving thee my love be tum'd to hate : 
'^ Yea, rather thou shouldst all my wrongs revenge, 
^^ And share my kingdom^ and my honour share. 

• * 

^^ Let these our answer bear ; do thou, piy friend. 
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^^ Rest here : to-morrow we will eoi|sult bold 
" Whether is best or to return or stay/' 

He spake ; and to Patroclus signal gave 
A warmer couch for Phoenix to prepare, 
When from his tent the coieftains should retire. 625 

But Ajax thus, impatient of delay ; 
" O wise Ulysses, brave Laertes' son, 
*^ Let us begone i vain our entreaties all^ 
^^ And fruitless our attempt ; yet to the Greeks, 
*' Who now in earnest expectation wait, 630 

< 

^^ We must his answer bear, though most unkind, 
^' Achilles still doth cherish dire revenge. 

Neglectful of those friends who honour him ; 

Implacable, obdurate ! Yet do men, 
^^ For brothe!;;s murdVed, or for sons destroyed, 63$ 
'^ (Due satisfaction and atonement made,) 
^^ For^ve the dreadiul deed ; the fine received 
*^ Acquits the debt of hatred and revenge ; 
" The oflSender lives secure. But in your heart 
^^ Remorseless, dire revenge and hatred reign 640 
" AH uncontrol'd ; and that, so Fates decree, 
' ^^ For fair Bnseis, and for her alone* , 

*^ Seven fair as she, and gifts of costly price 
^^ We offer thee besides. Be courteous then, 
'^ We are thy guests, and claim the honour dw 
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" To all beneath thy roof; and make our boast^ 
'*/ Amongst the numerous chiefs our host contains, 
" To honour and respect thee most of all.** 

Achilles thus replied : " Illustrious chief, 
^^ Ajax, you speak the dictates of your mind ; 66p 

But my heart boils with rage whene'er I think 

Of him who hath disgraced and rendVed vile 

My name, as some base knave of meaner sort. 
*' You then our answer bear : War, glorious war, 
^^ Concerns not me, till Priam's haughty son, 655 
" Great Hector, at my tents and ships shall wage 
^^ Disastrous war, and fire the Grecian fleet ; 
" Then will I check him in his bold career." 

He ended : when each chief libation pour'd. 
And to the ships Ulysses led the way. 660 

Meantime the servants at Achilles' tent 
For Hioenix* revVend age prepared th6 couch. 
Warm and indulgent, as became his years, 
With linen spread and skins of softest wool. 
There he till morning in soft sleep repos'd. 665 

Achilles now retired within his tent 
JJf curious workmanship ; but not alone. 
Fair Diomede, partner of his bed. 
Daughter of Lesbian I%orbas, soothed his cares: 
Near him Patroclus slept, whom Iphis fair, 670 
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From Stiyron dctptut'd) with attendance grac'd^ 
Achilles won^ Achillas gave the pfrize. 

And now the ^mba^sy approached the tent 
Of Agamenanoil t rising from their seats ' 

TheGiiecian chiefs^ iBsembl^^ them received 675 
With friendly omen, and libatioiii pour'd I 

From golden cups ; when thus Atrides spake : ' 
^^ Ulysses, gre&tt in wisdom as in arms, 
^' Pride of qur faofil:, say, dotli Achilles save .J * 
^^ Our ships, from hostile flames j or doth fell rage' 
*^ To our reCjuest a stem denial give?** 68f 

Ulysses thus replied t " Illustrious king, 
His anger unabated still remains^ 
Yea, rather doth increase : thy gifts he spurns 
With indignatioii,-^bids thee counsel well 
^ With other chiefs how best thou nrtayst secure 
" Thy ships and host from the victorious foe t 
^* And for himself, he threatens at ttie dawn 
^^ Of d^y to launch his vessels in the d^ep, 
*^ And others to persuade that they return 696 
^' Through the wide waters to their native home ; 
" For that thou canst not humble lofty Troy, 
" Which Jove himself with his protecting hand 
" Secures, and animates tl^eir host in fight. 
" Such were his words : Ajax, Eurybates, 695 

R 2 
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^^ And Hodius, bear me witness^ for they heard : 

^^ Phoenix remaineth at Achilles' tent, 

^^ That he to-morrow^ if his pleasure be, 

^* To Phthia may return ; yet free to choose*** 

He spake : deep silence held them mute awhile. 
In admiration of his firm reply. 70I 

At length Tydides thus the chiefe addressed : 

^^ I could have wished, indeed, O potent king ! 
'^ Thou hadst not been a suitor to his pride, 
'^ Which thy great ofiers serve but to increase. 70& 
^* No more of him ; let him or go or stay^ 
^^ As Jove, or his own wayward mind shall urge. 
" Be this then my advice : retire we npw, 
^^ After refreshment meet, and take repose, 
^^ For both our toils demand ; and when the mom 
^^ With orient splendour rise, before our ships 71 ^ 
^^ In dread array let horse and foot advance, 
^^ Thyself the pride and leader of our host." 

He spake : the chiefs with one consent approv*d. 
Admiring mudi Tydides* manly speech ; 7'^ ^ 

And due libations made, each to his tent 
Retiring, sought the gift of soothing sleep. 
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All night before their ships the Grecian chiefs^ 
With toils fordone^ partook the gift of sleep. 
Not so Atrides ; him nor grateful rest 
Nor soothing sleep possessM, with anxious care 
Tost^ atid perplexing thoughts. As when great 
Jove 5 

Thunders portentous^ and prepares his storm^ 
Or rain or pelting hail^ or driving snow; 
Or bids dread War upraise his brazen throat : 
So heav'd Atrides* breast with frequent sighs 
Bursting, so terrror«all his soul possessed, 10 

And now the Trojan plains and numerous fires 
He view*d^ and heard their loud tumultuous shouts. 
Whilst martial music victory proclaimed : 
Now turning to his ships and vanquished host 
His aching thought, sorrows still deeper flow'd, 15 
Whilst anguish tore the honours of his head, 
A sacrifice to heav'n's ofiended King : 
At lengthy resolv'd to seek the Pylian sage. 
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Nestor, if haply he might well advise 

Some medicine to heal a nation*s woes, 20 

Sudden he rose, and o'er his manly chest 

The tunic cast; the sandal grac'd his feet ; 

And from his shoulder hung the tawny spoil 

Of the huge lion reaching to the ground ; 

And in his hand a niassy spear he bore. iS 

Nor, Menelaus, did thy heart canceive 
Less terror and affright, dread foes, to sleep, 
Lest Grecia perish in thy hapless cause : 
Thou for whose sake they crossed the dang'tous 

main. 
To wage disastrous war, and combat Tix>y. 30 

A leopard's hide with spots of varied hue 
The hero's shoulders grac'd, and o'er his brow 
The brazen helmet glitt'red ; in his hand 
A spear he brandish'd ; and with hasty step 
His brother sought to waken, whom in pow^r 35 
The Greeks eisteein'd and honour'd as a god. 

Him at his. vessel's stern the hero fibiUnd 
Arming in haste, who seeing him rejoic'd ; 
Wheii Menelays thus : " Brothfir rever'd, 
" Why early tlius in arms ? Is it to send 40 

^^ Some spy to yonder camp ? But who Ishall dar« 
" The pilous emprise ? To. venture forth 
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Singly, and through the silent night explore 
The foe, superior courage, doth demand." 
When thus Atrides : " Brother much belov'd, 45 
Our great distress calls for mature advice 
And prudent counsel to protect our fleet 
" And save our host, since Jove doth adverse prove; 
Since he to Trojan sacrifice inclines 
Propitious : for such deeds eye hath not seen^ 50 
'^ Nor hath ear heard, as singly and alone 
'^ Hector performs: though sprung from mortal 
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Long shall Greece rue his* desolating arm. 

Haste then ; let AJax and Idomeneus 
^^ Assemble at our ships : to Nestor's tent &5 

I now repair, that he inspect our posts. 

And give due orders ; in his warlike son 
^^ That trust I have repos'd : Meriones 
'' And Nestor^s son our ships and army guard." 

When Menelaus : ^^ Let me understand 6o 

" Your order truly, brother : shall I here 
*^ Return to you again, or with them wait 

Your coming ?" Agamemnon thus replied : 
Expect me there ; for numberless the paths 
^' That through our army lead, and we may miss 
^^ Each other : speak^ exhort^ in gentle terrn^ 66 
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^* Conciliate flavour, giving hoiiaur dne ; 

^ Entreating all by country, parents, friends t 

'* Ourselves must labour first, so Jove decreed, 

^^ Who gave us sorrow when he gave us birth.** 7^ 

Thus saying he dismissed him ; then in haste 

To Nestor's tent Atrides bent his way. 

Him stiil indulging rest, the monarch found 

On his soft bed reclined ; his armour near. 

The shield and spear^ and glitt'ring helmet lay, 7^ 

And belt of various work, which wont to grace 

The aged warrior through the ranks of war^ 

« 
Unclaimed the privilege of age and years. 

He rising quickly thus the king address'd : 

" Who thus alone, amidst the shades of night, 6d 

" Dares venture through our camp whilst others 

" sleep? 
*' Seek'st thou the nightly watch, or some lost 

" friend? 
^' Whence, and what art thou ? Speak, or come 

" not tiear." 
When thus Atrides : " Venferable chief, 
" Pride and support of all the Grecian host, 85 
^^ Nestor, thy king Atrides, worn with care, 
*' With grief opprest (so mighty Jove decrees 
^^ Unceasing grief whilst stren^h and life remain). 
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'' Thou may st acknowledge here: alone I stray, 
'' For no sweet sleep will weigh these eyelids down; 
'' But war*s alarms, and all my country's cares 90 
'' And miseries, afflict my sinking heart, 

Bursting with woes unutterably great. 

If aught thou canst suggest (for thee sweet sleep 
** Alike forsakes), attend me to the guard, 9* 

« 

The nightly watch, lest weary with fiettigue, 
With sle^p o'erpow*r*d^ their duty they neglect : 
Close at our camp the daring foe remains, 
And aided by the darkness of the night, 
Berchance may dare to storm our weak defence/' 
To whom the Pylian sage: *^ O mighty king 100 
'' Atrides! Jove, I deem, will ne'er perform 
^^ What Hector meditates ; what sanguine hope, 
Flush'd with success, may lead him to expect. 
Whatever thy griefs, him sorer ills await, 105 
*' And more severe distress, when from his wrath 
^' Achilles ceaseth. Lead then, 1 attend 
Thy pleasui^. Let Tydides mighty chief. 
And wise Ulysses lend their prudent aid ; 
And Ajax swift of foot,' aiid/Phyleus' son, 1 10 
Though distant far their teoits on either side; 
'^ And let some messenger great Ajax call, 
*^ And brave Idomeneus. Yet must I blame. 
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*' Nor let my wordg displease tliee, one much lovM, 
Your brother, and much honoured by us all; 1 Id 
Who whilst you labour gives himself to rest^ 
" Whom most it doth concern ; who should exert 
'' His utmost energy and earnest pray'r 
'^ For aid in this our strong necessity." 

^' Your censure he deserves,*^ the king replied^ 
'^ As seemiQg negligepl ; yet it proceeds 121 

'* Nor from base sloth nor want of better sense : 

* 

'^ But from re^ct and deference to me> 

*' He my ecample waits. Yet spare it now ; 

'^ He caird me first, and is already gone Mib 

^' To those whom you have nam'd. Proceed we 

" then ; 
^' The assembled chiefs expect us at the gate 
*^ As I appointed : thither let us go." 

*' Then none,** the venerable chief returned, 
^^ May blame, or disobey his just request." 130 

He spake ; and o*er his chest the tunic braced. 
Bound on his sandals, and around him cast 
His mantle large and long, lyith warmest wool 
Lin'd, as became his age ; then seized his spear 
And hasf ned to the ships, and at the tent ld5 

Of great Ulysses^ &m'4 for wisdom's lore, 
Summoned the chief: nor was the summons vain ; 
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Ulysses be«rd his voice, and from his tent . 
Awakening issued, and thus answer made : 

Why thu^ alone at such an hour ais this ? 1 40 

What urgent heed conducts you through the 
'' camp?'' 

Nestor vepiied : ^' Ulysses Txrave as wise, 
'^ Be not difipleas'd, we are. in utmost need ; 

Aid witl^ thy ooimsel t^ie assembled chiefs,. 

For thou exeeUest; and maturdiy weigh * 14d 
^ Whetherwebaiely fly, or nobly fight." 

He spake*: Ulyssl^ o^er his shoulder cast 
His pondVous shield, and £blk>w'd with the chiefs. 
And to the tent of Diomed repaired. 

Without the tent reposinig him they found, 1 50 
His armour neat % his friends around him slept. 
Their shields beneath their heads, their spears erect 
Fii^t in the ground : the polisht brass sent forth 
A radiaait light : Tydides self reclin'd. 
Slept on an ok's hide of larger size, 155 

His bed ; rich tapestry his head sustained. 
Him Nestor touched, and waking, thus reprov'd: 

Rise, son of Tydeus, rise ; why through the night 

Thus sleep mdulge ? or hear'st thou not the foe, 
'' Scarce ffom our ships removed, prepare the fight?'' 

Tydides heard, and, quickly rous'd from sleep, 
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The sage addressM : *' O thou^ whom neither toils 
Nor years subdue! let others call the chiefs. 
Who boast the strength of youth y be that their 
''task, 
*' Not thine, whose mind no respite will admit.** l65 
'' True are thy words/' the Pylian sj^e retum'd, 
And just is thy remark ; for Thave sons 
Of foirest fame, and subjects numerous. 
Who might this toil sustain : yet such our need, 
So urgent our distress, that or to live * 170 

^' Or die, stands on the sharpest razor edge, 
'' And trembles on the balance* Spare my age, 
*' As well becomes thy youth, and call the chiefs 
^ Ajax and Phyleus' son, who distant sleep," 

He spake : Tydides o'er his shoulders threw 175 
A lion s tawny hide of wondrous size. 
And brandishing his spear, in haste fulBll'd 
Nestor's command, and to the trench repaired* 
Now at the guard arriv'^, in strictest watch. 
All arm'd, the leaders of the trusty band 1 80 

They found. As dogs with difficulty save 
The folded flock, what time the mountain pard 
Descending rushes through the forest; him 
The shouts of hunters and the cry of dogs 
. Pursue amaid, and sleep is iar away : 185 
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So from their eyelids vanished gentle sleep^ 
Watching through night* s dank shade ; still to the 

plain 
Their every thought was bent, if heard perchance 
Theoioise of hostile tread. Nestor rejoic'd. 
And thus their care and vigilance approved : 190 

*^ Thus ever watch, dear sons, nor once permit 
** The approach of treachVous sleep, lest we become 
*^ An easy prey to our insulting foe." 

This said, the trench he passM: the chiefs attend. 
By Agamemnon summoned, and with them I95 
Meriones, and Nestqr^s warlike son 
Antilochus ; for them the princes calFd. 
The trench they pass'd ; and where unstained the 

ground 
With human gore, and free from sights of death, 
(For Hector there had staid his murd'rous hand 200 
Thinning theGrecian host, night stopp'd his course,) 
There the assembled chiefs in consult sat ; 
Whom Nestor thus addressed : " Friends, country- 

^^ men, 
" Is there who dares yon hostile camp approach, 
*^ To seize, perchance, some wand*rer in the rear ? 
^' If he their counsels and their schemes might 

^^ learn, 30^ 
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^^ Whether they meditate return to Tlx>y, 

** Or wait the morn their vantage to piursae^ • 

*^ Attack our weak'ned host, and burn ouf shi{>s : 

" If he might this intelligence obtain, 210 

** And safe return, great were indeed his feme^ 

" And ample his reward : a sabk ewe 

" Each princely leader of our numVous host 

Shall grateful send, and at her side a lamb ' 

Shall sportive play ; and at our festive board 21 S 
" His the first honours and th€ foremost seat.^ 

Thus Nestor spake : the chiefs in silence heard. 
Whom Diomed intnepid thus addressed : 

*^ I will this task of danger undertake, 
^^ Explore their canlp, and learn the foes* intent : 
" But if some friend, companion of my toils, 221 

Courage inspiring and firm confidence, 

Might aid the bold attempt, second each thought 
^^ Approving, it were well : oft when alone 
" Distrust unnerves, and doubts distract the soul." 

He spake: with generous ardour fir'd, uprose 2 2d 
Contending heroes, eager all to share 
The danger. Either Ajax great in arms, 
Meriones, and Nestor's warlike son. 
And Menelaus skill'd to hurl the lance, 230 

And wise Ulysses, earnest to explore 
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The Tfojan camp^ whose hieart no lear appall'd ; 

When Agamemnon thus: " O Tydeus* son, 

** Illustrious Diomed ! whom much my soiil 

" Esteems and honours, be this care tliy own, 235 

" Him to select whom most thy choice approves, 

^^ For many in this nobte contest strive ; 

*^ Nor let or feivour or affection sway, 

^^ Or move thee to select from rank or place, 

^^ Or deference pay where courage should decide.* 

Thus spake the king, much fearing lest his 
choice 241 

On Menelaus iall, whom most he lovM. 

Tydides thus replied : ** If then to choose 
" .Whom most my soul approves be thy com- 
mand, 

Can I forget Ulysses, or neglect 245 

Wisdom uneqilaird, courage undismayed 
^' In trials most severe; whom Pallas loves; 
'^ With whom we might through hostile fires re- 

" turn, 
^^ So fertile in resource his active mind ?" 

'^ Nor praise too much,** Ulysses quick replied, 
" Nor censure, Diomed ; all present know 251 
** To whom you speak, and can the truth discern : 
'^ *Haste, let us go : Night in her silent course 
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^^ Is far advanced; scarce now a third remaiins: 

^^ And setting stars denote approaching mar-r.'* 355 

Thus having said, each chief his arms prepared. 
To Diooied brave Thrasymedes gave 
A two-edg'd sword and shield, for at his tent 
His own the hero left ; and on his head 
A leathern helmet plac'd, yet unadorn'd s6d 

With crest or plume : such inexperienc'd youth 
Is wont to bear when early trained to arms. 

Meriones to wise Uiysses gave 
His bow and quiver, and his glittVing swon). 
And arm'd his temples with a leathern casque 265 
Fast bound with thongs, the rim encircled round 
With a boar's dread-inspiring teeth thick set 
On every side, and lin*d with softest wool. 
From Eicon, son of Ormenos, by fraud 
Autolycus this helmet whilom gain'd ; 37^ 

He to Amphidamas the prize consigned ; 
To Molus next the friendly token came. 
Thence to his son M^eriones ; from him 
Receiv'd, it circled round Ulysses* brow. 

And now the heroes arm'd, with hasty step 275 
The council quitting, sought the distant plain. 
To them Minerva, token of her care, ' 
llie bittern sent; through night's dark shade unseen. 
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Yet heurd the omen of her sounding voice^ 
The ck^gpr of her yyvog$ : Ulysse? quick 5^0 

I^erceiv'd, and gratefijil pray'd : *^ Daughter of Jove, 
Whpise ,aid in trials most severe I bqast^ 
O hear ! and favour this our bold attempt : 
Gvft^t safe returq, Q goddess I and may Troy 

V 

^^ Long mo^rn tije d^ds thy wisdom shall inspire!" 
•r<> hj?r Ty^illes next^his pray'r addressed : 386 
^^ Hear also me, unconqu*red goddess, hear! 
•^* And as at Thebes thou lyhilom didst protect 
^^ The father, aid the son. He at the banks 
^' Of |km*d Asopus left the precian camp, QQO 

" Ambassador of peace to lofty Thebes ; 
ff Whose treach'rous policy mild answer gave. 
^^ Returning, mighty deeds great Tydeus wrought 
^* Aided by thee ; so now thy succour grant, 
'^ So guards the son : then shall a heifer grace 295 
.^* Thyilklt^r, yet unconscious of the. yoke, 
^^ Untan^'d ; whose horns are tipp'd with shining 
" gold." 
Minerva heard, and granted their request. 
And no(w they hasten through the shades of night 
As tvfi;a fierce lions, over heaps of slain, 30Q 

And clotted gore, and arms distain'd with blood, 
JSpr di4 brave JJector aud the chiefs of Trpy 

s 
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Repose indulge ; whom at his tent convened 
Hector address*d : " Who for a splendid gift 
" This hazardous emprise will undertake, 305 

" Great his reward shall be ; the glittVing car 
^* And fleetest coursers of the Grecian host. 
^^ These will I give to him who dare approach 
" The Grecian ships, and learn what they design ; 
" Whether as heretofore they guard their ships, 310 
'^ Or by our arms subdued base flight prepare." 
He spake: deep silence through the council 
reign'd ; 
When Dolon, rich in gold and sculptur'd brass, 
(Son of Eumedes herald of the host, 315 

Whom five fair daughters grac'd, one only son 
Of form uncouth yet swift of foot,) uprose, 
And thus the chief bespoke : " Mine be that task, 
** Hector ; my couragie urges me to dare 
^^ The hazardous attempt. I will approach 320 
^^ Their ships, and learn what yet they may in- 

" tend. 
" But promise thou, and by thy sceptre swear, 
" The horses and the chariot shall be mine * 
" Which bear Achilles thundVing o*er the plain. 
" No useless spy inglorious ; through their camp 
" E'en to Atrides* ship I will advance, 3i6 
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" Where the assembled chiefs in council sit, 
^^ And {earn their purpose ; or to fight or fly/' 

He spake : ivhen Hector raised his sceptred hand, 
And thus confirmed hj oath : ^^ Great Jove in heav'n 
^^ Attest my words ; no Trojan chief but thou 
^^ Alone shalt glory in that noble prize." 

Thus Hector vainly swore. Dolon meantime 
Encouraged arm'd him :. first the bended bow 
His shoulders graced ; a white wolf's shaggy spoil 
Adom*d his back ; a helmet liu'd with fur 336 

His brow protected ; in his hand a spear 
He grasp'd ; and hastened to the Grecian fleet ; 
But never to return ! so fate decreed. 

Quitting the Trojan camp, with eager step 340 
He urg'd his rapid way, but not unheard ; 
When thus Ulysses Diomed bespoke : 

*^ This fellow from the Trojan army comes, 
^* A spy to learn our secret purposes. 

By Hector hither sent, or to despoil 345 

The dead : then let him pass ere we pursue ; 

So may we easily his flight arrest ; 
'^ Or if too swift of foot, still to our ships 
" Compel his course, and drive him far from Troy." 

Thus saying, from the road they turn'd aside 350 
Stooping ; he quickly pass'd : when now advanced 

s 2 
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The distance which divfdes two labtouritig teiiifs/ 
When mules cbnteriiding t^lbbgft ihe fertile IteM; 
(Miiles, which d^cel'ihe slbw^tW ctiiribrdtik-ox,) 
' Then eager fhey ^fsiied. 'He Iteiria^ieir stt^i 'ot5 
And stoppVI, lest Hfector -might p'eit*aiice-ir^ 
His embassy, or giVe^ome offieT' idttkrge : 
But when, now distant scarce ^a javlm's cajjt, 
The ftie he knew, and with* f(i46tibled 'speed 
lytg'd his quick flight ; sc/quicktytftey ptiWd. £r^ 
"As when two Koimdfs accustomed' to the dh^si; -' 
With unabating speed thi Wembling tiitid '''"-'• 
Or timid hare purstfe ; now through the wood 
They hold their course; hercries may tiougHtavkil: 
So these pursuing, to tlie Trojan ^an^p , »» ; ^^^365 
And city intercept hiseager'flrgfiti: , . *> j ' i 

Approaching'ttow the ships, arid ri^aH the giiara, • 

By PallfiLs aided Diomed advanced, ^ ^ 

Fearful lest other hands the hbhowr claim ; 
Pois'd high his laricd, and Dolbn thus' bespoke rSj^O 
Stop ere this weapon fi^c thee to the groiiridV 
Thou canst not nbiv escape/'. This saicl, tlie spear 
Pass'd o'er his shoulder,— ^so the chief desigfi'd,-^^ 
And in the ground deep'fixt-stiirqiViv'rihg' stood; 
' He stoppM, and trembled -.-t^trbr shook his frame, 
Serfess'his cheeks' o'erspr^d ; hisi^haking' jaws 
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Resound^c} 1 ^^^l^^l^l^^.^l^!^ P^^?"^;^!^ chiefs 
Seize hio*,;: Wsi^^t'ri^g voijee this jpr^y'r addressed: 
Take me ^i^yje anfl I, will I^s9pi pay : 
Gold, sc}f{j)t:ur'd jbrass^ and iro^, b^ ^he price 380 
*^. pf n^^ yjof^v c^tiy^i wM}^, wy* \f ^allhy sire . . 
" \^i)lg\adl3r gi\^ (for .ampje %re hi,s stores), 
f* ^^^^ knoyi^a I at Jjour shipfjalive remain/' 

' :Wlys?^ tfe¥» r^PM? //"/T^ .9.^^^g^ then, . 
'V^9fi;tWn,lF.!f ^e^^K; ^.\^ sj^ak, and tr^ly say, ^85 
" Why thus alone dost thou approach-our ships 
/{ I through jth^ thiqif shade of niglit, when others 

'•t* sleep? 
** Of Qp^'§t thou basqly to despoil the dead ? 
f^'JJl^^ J3^e(4ff^ send thee to explore our fleet v 
" Or thine own courage prompt thee to the deed?" 
Dolon all tfemWing answVed: " Much deceiv'd* 
r^ fiy promises of great reward to come, 
Xhe fiery coursers and the glitt'ring car 
Of great Pclides, which I vainly ask'd, , 

Hector to me alope consenting gave ; - 396 

^^ For tliese through nig|it's obscurity I roam, 
" Approach your camp your purpose to detect ; 
^^ Whether as .heretofore you guard your ships, 
^^ Or by our arnis subdued base flight prepare ; 
" Nor set the watch, with care and labour spent." 
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With scornful smile Ulysses thus replied ; 
^^ Great was thy aim indeed, a noble prize ; 
" The coursers of Achilles ! He alone 
" Of mortal men their spirit can restrain 
" And curb their fury, though of race divine 405 
*^ And from a goddess sprung. Yet tell me true, 
** Where in his camp great Hector didst thou leave? 
*^ And where his armour, where his foaming steeds? 
'^ What guard is set ? what chiefe that guard at- 

" tend?* 
*' Wliat their intent? or rest they on the plain, 410 
" Or flushed with victVy back to Troy return ?'* 
Eumedes' son replied : '^ True are my words, 
*^ Nor shall you find me false. The assembled 
" chiefe 
With Hector council hold at llus* tomb. 
Far from the tumult of the camp remov'd,. 416 
And noise : no certain guard secures the camp : 
Yet do the Trojans wakeful by their fires 
** Exhort each other, and the watch maintain. 
" But their allies, from various regions brought, 

r 

" Sleep careless, and the guard to Trojans leave ; 
*^ For distant are their wives and children far." 420 
Ulysses answ'red : '* Do they sleep apart, 

■ 

" Or mingled with the Trojans ? Truly name 
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" Their station and their place/* Dolon replied: 
" What you demand I truly will relate : 42i 

^* Near to the sea, the Carians, Leleges, 
^^ The Paeons and Pelasgians are encamp'd, 
" And Caucons; next by Thymbra's wall are 
• plac'd 
The Lycians, Mysians, and the Phrygian horse, 
^^ And fam'd Maeonian troops. But why inquire 
Minutely thus each several circumstance 43 1 
Of Trojans, or allies ? would you the camp 
Explore ? The Thracians on the utmost vei^e 
*^ Newly arrived encamp ; Rhesus their king, 
'^ Son of E'lbneus : I saw his steeds, 435 

" In size, in beauty matchless ; white as snow, 
" Swift as the wind ; I saw his car, with gold 
** Inlaid and silver, wondrous to my eyes ; 
His goldep armour too, of work divine. 
Huge, massy, ponderous, for mortal man 440 
" Unmeet, and suited to a god alone. 
*^ Send me then quickly to your ships, or bound 
" With chains here leave me your return to wait ; 
" When you shall know and by experience prove 
" The solemn truth of what I have reveaFd." 445 

" Talk not to me,** Tydides stem replied 
In angry mood ; ^^ thou mayst not so escape 
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'* Our vengeful hands^ whatever be th^ worfls, ' 
^ Or true or false : shall we release thefe then ' * 
*^ Unransom'd, unredeem'd, to be again '] 450 
" Emploj^M as now, a sp^ upbn oiii^ camp 
" And ships ; or to' engage iti c^eh war^ ' • 
*^ Or work some mischief to the Grecian libit T" 
He spake : th6 suppliant stood; arid stretfeh\i iiis 
hand ... 

Tb touch Tydides' chinf, arid liiercy claini : k5^' 
But the swift s^Ord desceriding cut iri twain 
The nerves whilst yet he spate ; his severed 
And lifeleiSs corpse lay mingled with the du4t; 

And now his helmet and his bended bow, ' 
The white vVolf's shaggy spoils, atid missive sp^4r. 
The heroes seize: Ulysses lifts in air, 466 

And thus to PallA^ cbnsfecrates the prize : 

" Accept propitibus these and heir bur pray'fr; 
" Goddess! iv^hbrii first and chief we siippficate ; 
" Aid our att^riipt, and to this THracian guide iGo 
" Thy serV^rits ; be his steeds our just reward!" 

He spake ; arid on a lofty tamarisk 
The spoils of Dolon hung ; and mark'd the plafcfe 

* ■ . 

With reeds and boughs corispicubus, liest the 

night ' 

And darkness them returning should deceiV^e. 4^6 
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AiA^iamrithf^ ohi(t^ a'^runbii tiiiioiigb faunipsibf 

slain l/'iK{^'-' •^.,.'. '.. • -^ ;■■ ./"../••; 1 

Th^ir courte ijpQMoedj *a«dr wMighti tke Tbhitiau 

Them sleeping khef surprised j Vi^tb toil forgone ; 
Their arrtd^ their chariidt, and ^tfaeir horseS' mar . 
Ai6tendaiit^()y:eacbchiefibmreBdystood^^^ . .475 
Rhesus^ enbind<^ by hisr.'webriii^ friends^ . : :-; j 
With heat^ 'iteep^^pkgt 'recbning lay ; . 
Near him his ititktehleiKr ilieeib in order ranged 
Behind his ^«i|did^ i^srt u Ulysses aaw ; 
The prize^ and thils^his^^ikhd in arms addras^dk 484 

'' Thi^i^i}ieTbmdankli»g,.abd fehisse the keedi 
'^ Whidv Dblto pcHritied bat ^^ true were htstw^Ms^ 

Tlibugh h^lihie forfeit of hiftiifeliath {laid, .. ! 

Slain by our liandsi Now; be thy cadragie tried, T 
^^ Nor armed ^ thnM att inactive 4itAiui, . MS 

^^ lydidesr noW^eatbn thy iftmdst streiigQi $ '^ V 
^' Seize^tbi^ the' steed^t or deal ^destrwstfofLf dund/ 
'' And tet Uiat tiibk 4^e ittfne.'' Thus, l^d 4K« 

When n«<v 4i)th added stwtigih Milierta^ariii'd' 
Her hero's breast ; ott every «ide they fatt.. . ' 4%6 
Beneath his sword; deep-groans of death areliear^ 
And rivejis flow in blood. The lion thus 
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The unguarded fold devours^ or sheep or goats. 
Resistless. Thus with equd rage inspired 
Tydides fierce invades the Thraciau hort : 49* 

Twelve heroes fell beneath his daring hand. 
Ulysses provident, with care removed 
Those whom the sword of Piomed had slain^ 
And dragg'd them by the feet and cleared the road ; 
Lest the afiirighted steeds unus*d to blood, 500 

And fearing to advance, should start aside. 
Tydides now Rhesus the. king attacked. 
With heavy sleep opprest; an easy prey. 
Just then a iatal vision Pallas sent. 
The dream of death, and Rhesus wak*d no more. 

Meantime Ulysses seiz'd the wish*d*for prize, 506 
Harnessed the Thradan steeds, and led them forth 
Directing with his bow ; for in the ear 
The silver-studded whip unheeded lay ; 
Then to Tydides gave the appointed sign. 510 

The hero paused : still greater deeds inspired 
His breast ; or now to seize the polished car^ 
And armour gold embossM^ and drag them forth. 
Or lift them high in air ; or with his sword 
Spread further desolation through the camp : 515 
Him doubting still, Minerva thus addressed : 
*^ Think of retreat, Tydides, to thy ships ; 
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Some hostile deity may rouse the foe^ 

And numbers joining force thee to retire.** . 

She spake : Tydides knew the voice divine, 530 
Mounted his horse (Ulysses led the way), 
And to the ships they urg*d their speedy flight. 

Apollo now, the guardian god of Troy, 
Indignant, saw thein to the ships return 
By Pallas aided t fierce his anger bum*d ; 525 

And hastening to the Trojan camp he wak'd 
* Hippocoon, the faithful friend in arms 
Of Rhesus. Starting from his sleep he gaz*d 
With terror on the slaughtered chiefs aroimd. 
And Rhesus in the midst, (his matchless steeds 530 
Removed and gone ;) he saw, and deeply groan'd. 
Meantime great tuiDult through the Trojan camp 
And loud lament arose ; when seen the deeds 
Performed that night, when known escaped the 

foe. 
And now.the heroes at the place arriv'd 535 

Where Dolon weltVihg lay, where hid his arms ; 
Ulysses stopped, and Diomed with haste 
Descending to Ulysses gave the spoils; 
And quick his seat resuming, to the ships 
Victorious drove the captur'd steeds along. 540 

Nestor first heard their near approach, and said, 
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** Am I deceivi*<Li«rcMB-tlM)HoIliiivt^to«Hrf Mii« < ■ 

^' O nwgr Wjwiw aad Tydiaes pb^ : j.Iv > 
Successful! aBdlheieiiiovses^tdfeiy^ivrd}^) : ^1 
Frl^.Ti^ aflipao rnbbk prizie I Md 3^^t 1 ftlT : , 

^^ Lest the^eWuid foljl^ bjr buyoi^FO^ 

Scarce had te. iinisU-cbY^fae» the 'chk6 ,9iw»lV'<d« : 

Andchfaetfiii gmtpliition; NfStprrfiilBt . {i ;, ;5fiQ 
« Pride of tlie£rtwiaha;l»it;Uly«»ei/»ay i 

^^ Froii'x«fhfiAGf ; ifhttie Aionsea.; frotti th^ TA>iia 

ff( . 'A ^^jbrestat lafhfir .frdn^^ sMoe rdeity^ i / 

^^ £ri^ anR nebiigenl;. as th/s mys fof Ugbl^. : - [ 
'^rXlKHiglaf eKderiiiKtU.tJfte.!^ bosit «rigs^g'4 ,5&S 
*^ In <0ouAa3it jfi^t^ noif yielding to th^ ckimis 
'^f Of 1^ ; yet jMsser rhafre these eyes behdd I 

^^ Such matchless steeds^ the present of a gQ4 
<f^:3 deeni; $6r:h(M;b^t^tiloTe.biis^Ifil?gQr^^ 7 
'^ And I^Ia^ dustdlul ^t^ Jihe orankft .o£ Wt^r/' &liP 
Ulysses rtMts;mplied:^'Octoief*Ver'd, ^ 

" Our glory and our pride^ superi<^ fer ' 
^* To these a god might give ; isuch is tlueir povvV; 
" Of Thracian breed are these, and newly come 
'' To Troy ; the king of th«Mc<^ Tydide^ ^lew, 565 
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" Rhesus his name ; with him twelve heroes fell. 
'^ These are the spoils from Dolon, whom we took, 
^' A secret spy from Troy by Hector sent 
*^ Our motions to explore, and view our camp.'* 

Thus spake the chief; and now the trenches pass'd. 
The Grecians hail'd with joy their noble prize. 67 1 
Tydides at his tent the coursers plac'd. 
Where others ready stood : and at his ship 
Ulysses ranged the arms from Dolon won. 
To Pallas consecrate: then in the sea 675 

Each chief descending bath'd his weary limbs, ^ 
Ablution meet ; next from the costly bath 
With oil anointed, and refresh'd, they join'd 
The festive board, and to the blue-ey'd maid 
Prom golden goblets pour'd the geuVous wine. 580 



XI. THE ILIAD. a7i 



BOOK XL 



Now from T)rthonu8* bed the morn arose^ 

Bringing to gods and men the gift of light ; ^, 

When Jove in anger to the Grecian ships 

Sent fierce Contention^ bearing in her hand 

The signal of dread wi^. Her station first 5 

At the tall ship of Ithacus she took^ 

That her dire voice on both sides might be heard ; 

llien at the tents of Ajax Telamoii^ 

And swift Achilles^ who on the utmost bounds^ 

Confiding in their strength^ had ranged their ships: 

The goddess there her brazen voice upraised, 1 1 

Portentous^ dreadful^ and each breast inspired 

With added courage ; sweeter iar the toils 

Of war became than wish'd return to Greece* 

Atrides shouted^ and his host to arms 1^ 

Summoned with speed ; himself meantime prepared 
His armour for the field. The well-wrought greav^ 
With clasps of silver on his martial limbs 
He bound ; the corselet arm'd his manly chest. 
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The gift of Cinyras, (for Cjrprus heard 20 

The rumour of the war which Greece prepared 
To wage with Troy ; and to her mighty king. 
Token of friendship, sent the QO^tly gift,) 
Ten rays of polish'd steel and twelve of gold, 
Twenty of tin the texture firm composed ; 25 

Three azure > serpents rosjg to guard t|^e neck 
On either side, like :toithat>beiui«d'bi>w 
Which Javfe i impresses- oni a (radiitnt>claiid 
With vasied hue ; signal ito humaotJiiiivl* 
Around hisiishouUershungitbe po»ii'tpui siword ^ 
Studded with gold : . a» golden :bQl t upheld . 
Theusilver sdibbani : ineict Jbifl armiembrftc'd 
The pondVous shield with gltttVing.tiii' einbo^'di 
Whoseample vecge -ten /brazen' orbs letsoLos.'d^ ' . 
Aqd«8hoiieiirn|di9te:.bfia4eepenhue. . .^ ' 3fi 
Black .iteel :|l:he 'ieentre.crdwnld.; .^rthere £lorgC9\'s 
head :.' . * 

Of dire asfwct^ whose dtead*iqsptriQg>-eyei : / 
Like flames lappear'^l, . therei tenror iind. disihay : 
'JThe vast cireumfel'ence ai Aher, beit : 
8uit|tivi'|iy whose top. a serpent's £^rm .embrao'd, .40 
'Atid'itrif4,er bead .portentous rose toi view.. 
Then o'er his biW ihe 'plab'diliejdaztiing ^sqw ■ 
WitH^i^d'plumfe tenifid : i in his tian4 
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Two spears he bore, whose points shone forth to 

heaVn. 
Whilst Juno and Minerva rais'd the shoat 45 

Of war, in honour of Mycen$*6 king c 
The chariots at the fosse in order ranged 
Their chiefs awaited ; they on foot rush*d forth : 
The din of battle wakes the tardy mom. 

First in firm ranks array*d the foot advanced 50 
Supported by the horse, small space between : 
Pernicious tumult sent by angry Jove, 
Incessant rag'd ; whilst from high heav'n the dew 
In drops of purple gore descended thick. 
Devoting heroes to the shades below. 55 

And |iow the Trojans duly rang*d niov'd oti. 
With Hector and Polydamas their chiefs. 
And brave iEneas, honoured as a god ; 
And with Antenor's sons, with Polybus, 
Agenor, and the warlike Acamas. 66 

But Hector foremost in the ranks advanced. 
Bearing his mighty shield. As when a star 
Of omen dire now shines with vivid light. 
Now sets obscured behind some lowering cloud ; 
So Hector foremost in the van appeared, 65 

Now issued in the rear his dread commands, 
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His brazen armour glittVing as he mov^ct^ tf 

Like lightning from the a^gry hand of Jove. 

As reapers in the wide-extended field 
Of some rich landlord^ each to each opposed, 70 
Level the crop luxuriant^ or of wheat 
Or barley, thick with sheaves the land is strew'd ; 
So Greeks and Trojans on each other rush*d 
With slaughterous intent ; nor once indulgM 
Thought of base flight; but steadfast and erect 7^ 
Maintained the combat, and as daring wolves 
Advanc*d intrepid. Discord at the sight 
Exulting joy'd ; for she of all the gods 
Was present in the battle's wild uproar : 
Others retired each to his blest abode 80 

On high Olympus sat, nor ceas'd to blame 
Jove's partial favour to the Trojan host. 
All unconcerned the Sire of gods and. men 
Exulting sat, and from Olympus' height 
Surveyed the city, and the ships of Greece ; 85 

Their glittVing arms, the slayer and the slain. 

Whilst yet the mom and sacred day increas'd, 
Through either host, with equal force sustained. 
The battle rag'd :- but at what time, when tir'd 
With constant labour, to his homely fare 90 
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The sturdy woodman under thickest shade 
Betakes him^ hungry and with toil fordone^ , 

Then Grecian valour broke the Ti^ojan ranks : 
Atrides led the way, and shouts approved. 
Bienor first, chief of renown, he slew : 9S 

Then brave Oileus fell ; the rapid spear 
His forehead pierc'd as to Bienor's aid, 
Quitting his chariot, dauntless he advanced, 
(The brazen casque a feeble guard supplied,) 
His brain transfixed, and staid his bold career. 100 
These leaving of their shining armour stript. 
Forward Atrides rush'd where Antiphus 
And Isus in one car sustained the fight ; 
Of noble this, that of ignoble birth. 
The sons of Priam : Isus held the reins, 105 

His spear graspM Antiphus. On Ida's top 
Achilles erst the youths with tender twigs 
Fast bound tending their flocks, and firom their sir^ 
Ransom received. Atrides through the breast 
Of Isus hurFd his spear; then with his sword 1 10 
Slew Antiphus, and quickly both despoil'd ; 
Their arms his prize : for well Atrides knew 
Tlieir lineage ; when Achilles to the ships 
From Ida led them boulid, he saw the youths. 
Afi the gaunt lion seizes unawares 115 

T 3 
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The tender offspring of the nimble deer 
Surprised within her liur^ sudden they &U . 
An easy prey to hts remorseless jaws ; 
Whilst she fiiU near^ unable to resist^ 
Opprest with fear stands trembling ; then amain 
Through the thick forest wings her speedy flight i^ 
In drops the sweat bedews her limbs, such dread 
The monster fierce inspires ; so none might sare 
The Trojan youths, such terror then prevail'd. 

Next fell Pisandrus and Hippolochus, 125 

Sons of Antimachus : (he whilom bribed 
By Paris counsel gave not to restore 
Helen ; advice now fatal to his sons :) 
Them in one chariot borne Atrides seiz'd 
As the fell lion : from their trembling hands ISO 
The reins dropped useless : in their chariot prone 
On bended knees thus they preferred the pray V : 

^^ Spare us, Atrides, and a ransom take 
" Of value infinite ; for great the wealth 
^^ In scaptur'd brass, in gold, or iron wrought 135 
^' With skill superior in our father's house : 
^^ These and still more Antimachus will send, 
" If he but hear we at your ships still live." 

Thus they their prayV with supplicating voice 
Preferr'd : Atrides sternly thus replied : . 1 40 
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" If ye be sons of wise Antimachus^ 
^^ Who counseird death to our ambassadors, 
^* To Menelaus and Ulysses, take 
" The just reward of all your father's crimes." 

He spake ; and from his chariot to the ground 145 
Pisandrus thrust ; the spear transfixed his chest. 
Supine he fell. Hippolochus dismay 'd 
Forth from the chariot }eap*d : the vengeful sword 
Sever'd his hands, then headless left the trunk. 
Which like a mortar through the crowd he hurl'd. 
And now Atrides, where the battle rag^d 161 

With force increased, rush'd onward with his host. 

Now infantry with infantry engaged. 
And horse with horse (whose numerous feet up- 
raised 
lliick clouds of dust) dealt slaughter all around ; 
Atrides most, whose voice inspired the Greeks 
With added courage. As devouring flames 
In the thick forest rage, on every side 
Borne by the varying winds, the crackling wood. 
The lofty timber sinks beneath its force ; 160 

So fell the Trojans by Atrides* sword. 
To flight impeird : then through the routed host 
Spreading dismay, the rapid coursers dragged 
Their empty cars ; no chief to guide the reins ; 
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FalFn on the plain beneath Atrides* spear 
They lay^ to vultures and to beasts a prey. 

Hector meantime from spear, , from dust and 
bloqd^ 
From slaughter and the battle's wild uproar. 
Great Jove withdrew protecting : through the host 
Atrides shouts impetuous, and pursues 1 70 

The routed foe, now flying to the tomb 
Of II us, eager to regain the walls. 
Atrides stain'd with gore pursues amain : 
Now at the beech and Scaean gate arrived. 
The victor halts, and reinforcement waits ; 175 

Whilst o'er the plain the routed Trojans fly* 
As herds whose hearts the lion's-roar appalls 
In the obscure night, beneath his potent jaws 
The hindmost on the plain extended dies ; 
The insatiate monster swills, and riots in the 
blood: • 180 

Atrides thus pursued, thus fell the foe 
Beneath his potent arm ; and from their cars 
Full many a chief^extended in the dust 

Fell prone : so rag'd^the hero's vengeful spear. 

* 

When now the city and the lofty wall 185 

The victor chief approach'd : on Ida's top 
The Sire of gods' and men descending sat, 
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Grasping his forked lightning, and in haste 
Iris his winged messenger addressed : 

Go, swift-wing'd Iris, to the Trojan chief 190 
This message bear : Whilst in the foremost ranks 
'^ Atrides rages, let him quit the field, 
" And leave to other chiefs the doubtful fight ; 
" But when Atrides wounded or with sword 

^^ Or spear s^in shall mount his rapid car, 19[5 

. * • 

** I will inspire him with redoubled force 

*^ To slay the routed Greeks e'en at their ships 

^^ Till the sun set^ arid sacred Night approach." 

He spake : nor did swift Iris disobey : 
From Ida to the m^IIs of sacred Troy flOO 

Descending, by his steeds and polished car 
Tlie warlike son of Priam she descried. 
And near approaching thus her message gave : 

« Hear, son of Priam, fam'd for wisdom's lore, 
^^ From Jove these words I bear: Whilst iu the van 
" Atrides foremost rs^s, quit the field ; 206 

^^ Let other Trojan chiefs the fight maintain : 
" But when or wounded by the sword or spear 
" Atrides shall remount his rapid car, * 
*^ He will inspire thee with redoubled force 210 
** To slay the routed Greeks e'en at their ships 
" Till the sun set, and sacred Night approach." 
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She spake, and disappeared : when from his car 
The chief all-amTd descended. In his hands 
Two spears he bore, and through the Trojan host 
Their courage kindled, and renew'd the fight ; 315 
They turh'd and dar'd the foe, who clos'd their 

ranks. 
And each with menaced front the dreadful shock 
Of arms sustained : Atrides mighty chief. 
Advancing, foremost to the battle rush'd. 220 

Say, heavenly Muse, what Trojan hero first. 
Or brave ally, dar'd the fierce onset prove. 
Antenor^s warlike son Iphidamas, 
Nurtur'd in Thrace for pastured herds renown'd ; 
Him Cisseus nourished in his early youth ; 235 

Cisseus maternal uncle, the lov'd sire 
Of fair Theano, and to manhood's prime 
Detained the youth, when he in marriage gave 
His daughter : but with martial glory fir'd, 
Iphidamas (his nuptial vow forgot) 230 

With twelve tall ships sought glory from the 

Greeks* 
These at Percope stationed, he x>n foot 
Pursued his journey to the Trojan walls. 
And with Atrides dar'd the shock of arms. 
Him first the spear of dread Atrides miss'd 235 
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Erring : with utmost strength the Trajan chief 

His spear directed ; on the welUwrOught belt 

It struck with vehemence, yet pierc'd it not ; 

The faithless point turning as lead aside. 

Atrides seiz'd, and with a lion's force 1240 

Wrested the weapon from his feebler grasp. 

And with his faulchion smote his neck in twain : . 

He falls, a lifeless corpse, and sleeps in death ! 

Ill-fated youth ! aiding his country*s cause. 

Far from his virgin wife, by him enriched 246 

With presents numberless, (himself, alas! 

Of every boon depriv'd;) a hundred beeves 

He promised, and a thousand sheep and goats, 

For great his store. Him thus Atrides slew. 

And through the host his shining arms conveyed. 

Not unobserved by Coon, eldest born 25 1 

Of fsim'd Antenor, who his brother's fate 
Deeply lamenting, near the king approach'd 
Unseen, and aim'd the wound ; the unerring spear 
Beneath the elbow pierc'd Atrides' arm. 255 

The hero shuddVed ; nathless he maintain'd 
The combat, and on Coon rush'd amain 
With lifted spear. Just then the pious youth, 
Dragging the corpse of slain Iphidamas, 
Shouted for aid, and jall'd the Trojan chiefs, 26c 
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Beneath his shield Atndes fix'd the Bpesar, 

Thea stretched him headless on his brother's chest 

With his broad fiudchion : to the shades behnv 

Atrides thus Antenor s sons consigned. 

Again the hero through the ranks of war 26S 

Spread desolation^ or with spear or sword. 

Or stones of wondrous size, whilst from the wound 

The blood yet warmly flow'd ; when now it ceas'd. 

And the wound drying, caused acutest pains^ 

Then iaird the spirit of great Atreus* son. 370 

As when sharp pains and agonizing throes 
The matron vex, by the Ilithyae sent 
Daughters of Juno, who at births preside: 
Thus pains severe subdued Atrides' mind : 
Then mounted he his car, and to the ships VJb 
His course directing, thus the Greeks addressed ; 
*' Friends, princes, leaders of the Grecian host, 
** Far from our ships avert the flames of war ; 
" For me, Jove bids me from the fight retire.** 

He spake ; and to the ships pursued his way : 
The willing steeds urg'd on their rapid course 1}81 
With foaming chests ; thick clouds of dust arose 
As from the fight they bore the wounded chief. 

Not unobserved retir d the Grecian king; 
When Hector thus with animating speech 285 
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His troops addressed : *^ Trojans, and brave allies, 
^^ Now be your courage, now your valour tried ; 
'^ The bravest of the Greeks retires, and Jove 

To me the glory gives : then onward drive 

Your foaming coursers, and pursue the foe ; 290 
*' And be immortal glory your reward.** 

Thus he their courage and their strength renew'd. 
And as the hunter slips his eager dogs 
Or on the lion or the bristled boar ; 
So Hector on the Greeks the Trojans urg'd, 295 
And led them on like desolating Mars 
Advancing to the war, as sudden blasts 
Impetuous rushing blacken all the deep. 
Say then who first beneath great Hector's spear. 
So Jove ordain'd, who last his life resigned. 300 

Assaeus first, Dolops, Autonous, 
Opites, and the brave Hipponous; 
iEsymnus, Orus and Opheltius, 
Chiefs of renown ; then others of less note. 

As when with sudden gust a westei^n storm 305 
Encounters in mid air the gathVing clouds 
By southern winds condensed, the affrighted deep 
With surge tremendous rolls the swelling tide. 
And adverse blasts the foaming spray disperse ; 
So Hector*s fury swept the Grecian host. 310 
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Then bad destractire and pernicious deeds 
And flight disgraceful stain'd the Grecian name^ 
But Ithacus oppos'd^ and thus bespoke 
Tydides : *^ Why, alas ! do we foi^t 
^^ Our courage and our 'Strength ? Here let us stand : 
^^ Great were the shame should Hector seize our 
« ships/' 3 16 

Tydides thus replied : *^ Here will I stand 
" And will endure ; yet vantage small I fear, 
^* Since partial Jove to Hector gives the day." 

He spake; and from his chariot to the ground 320 
Thymbraeus felFd ; the speat transfix'd his chest : 
His foithful charioteer Molion next 
Ulysses slew; then left him on the plain; 
And rushing where the thickest ranks opposed. 
Destruction spread and death. As v^hen two boars 
Resistless fierce, the numerous pack assail ; 326 
So these the Trojan ranks. The Greeks meantime 
Whom Hector's sword dispers'd recov'red breath. 

Then slew they Merops' sons ; one chariot bore 
The warriors through the ranks, for courage fam'd ; 
Sons of Percosian Merops, who excell'd 33 1 

In deep prophetic lore, nor would permit 
His sons to tempt the <kngers of the war. 
They disobey'd, stern Fate impelled them on ; 
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Whom Diomed of light and life depriv'd^ 

And of their armour spoilVl. Ulysses stew 

Hippodamus and brave Hyperochus. 

When now from Ida's top Saturnian Jove 

Surveyed the fields and pois'd the doubtful war ; 

And equal d^ths prevaiFd. Tydides* spear 340 

Sore wounded in the hip Agastrophus^ 

From Pseon sprung ; no horse, no chariot near 

To aid his flight ; ilUfated as he was ! 

On foot the attempt is vain : he falls and dies. 

Hector perceived, and led his Trojans on 345 

Shouting : Tydides saw the gathering storm. 

And anxious thus sage Ithacus addressed : 

'^ Hither impetuous Hector wheels his course; 

" Here stand we, and united dare the fight.** ' 

He spake, and hurl'd \ns spear; nor missM his aim. 
But on the helmet of the chief of Troy 351 

Smote full, yet pierc'd not through ; the plaited 
% casque. 

Gift of Apollo, stopped its mighty force. 
Hector in- haste retired : his bended knee 
And arm his weight supported : o*er his eyes 355 
Darkness prevail'd. Tydides to regain 
His spear pursuit delay'd ; for glanc'd aside. 
Deep in the ground was hid the glittVing point. 
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Hector meanwhile reviv^d^ and in his car 
Vaulting, regained the ranks^jescap'd from death. 36q 
Nathless Tydides with uplifted spear 
Thus menaced the foe ; " Detested chief, 
^' Tliou hast again escaped, and scarcely so : 
*^ Phoebus hath sav*d thee, to whose awful ppwV 
" Thou pray'st when enf ring mid the shock of 
*^ arms. 365 

" Surely thou diest if we but meet again, 
^^ And some propitious god Tydides aid ; 
" Others meantime shall satiate my revenge." 

He spake ; and to the spoil of Pseon^s son 
Hastened ; when Paris, beauteous Helen's choice. 
Prepared his bow: oonceaVd behind the tomb 371 
Of Ilu^, ancient senator, he stood. 
Just then Tydides from Agastrophus 
The varied helmet and the pondVous shield 
And corselet loosened. From the well*drawn bow 
Th* unerring arrow pierc'd the hero's foot, 37ft^ 

And fix'd it to the ground : Paris leap'd forth 
Prom his retreat, and thus in taunting guis^ 
Exulting spake : '^ Not fruitless was my aim, 
" And thou art wounded; would to heav'n the. 

" point 
" Were buried in thy heart, and drank, thy life^ 
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^^ Then might the Trojans breathe awhile from ills^ 
^^ Who dread thee as the flocks the lion's rage." 

To whom undaunted, Diomed replied : 
^^ Vain archer! base deceiver of the sexl 385 

^^ Soon shalt thou find, if we but meet in arms, 
Thy bow and arrows but a weak defence : 
My foot thus slightly wounded be thy boast : 
^' Women and children might such wounds inflict: 
^^ A coward's weapon in contempt I hold. 390 

^^ But whom this spear but lightly touch, he dies ; 
^^ His wife and orphans him with tears lament, 
'^ Whilst in the blood-stain'd field his carcase rots. 

w 

^^ To birds of prey than women far more dear." 

Thus spake Tydides : Ithacus meantime 395 
Approach'(i to shield his friend ; and seated near, 
Drew forth the bitter arrow from the wound : 
Sharp pains ensued ; when to his car the chief 
Hastened, and to the ships pursued his way. 
^ Ulysses on the field alon^ remain d^ 400 

No Grecian near, fear urg'd them to base flight ; 
When thus indignant, with his mighty soul 
The chieftain converse held : " To fly the foe 
Though sorely prest, that were indeed di^race I 
Yet danger imminent if singly here 405 

'^ With numbers I. contend ; since all our host 
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" Are fled, by Jove himself with fear inspired. 
" Yet why this doubtful reasoning, O my soul! 
** The coward flies the danger of the field : 
'^ But he who knows in battle to excel, 410 

" Firmly maintains his ground, to fight or die." 

Whilst thus within himself he reasoning stood. 
The foe advanced, and near encircled round ; 
But to their own destruction. As when dogs 
And youthful hunters from the thicket rouse 415 
The foaming boar, forth rushing from his lair 
He whets his shining tusks, and champs with ire 
Gnashing his teeth; all-furious as he is. 
They firmly stand, and dare the monster*s force : 
So round Ulysses press'd the Trojan youth. 420 
He fovourM of the gods with fatal blow 
Deiopites through the shoulder pierced ; 
Then Thoon felt his force, and Ennomos t 
And now Chersidamas, as from his horse 
Alighting, just beneath his shield received 426 

The fatal wound ; and in the dust expired. 
Thus slain he left them, and on Charops rush'd. 
Brother of Socus, sons of Hippasus. . • 
Ouick to his brother*s aid brave Socus flew. 
And near approaching Ithacus addressed : 430 

" Illustrious chief, ii^satiate of toils. 






Xf. THE ILIAD. 289 

This day two sons of Hippasus shall fall 
Beneath thy force, and yield their shining arms 
Thy meed ; or this my spear thy life arrest." 
Thus saying, on the well-wrought shield he 
smote; 435 

Through shield^ through corselet pass'd the rapid 
spear^ 

And pierc'd his side ; but Pallas checked its force. 

Nor suffered it to enter and destroy. 

Uljrsses knew the wound of slight import. 

And back retiring Socus thus addressed : 440 

" ill»fated youth ! whom death with hasty 
^* stride 

^^ Approacheth, thou hast caus*d me cease awhile 

^^ From battle ; yet this self-same day shall bring 

" Destruction on thy head, by me subdued ; 

^^ This spear shall send thee to the shades below.'* 
He spake ; when Socus hasty flight prepared; 446 

But in his back between the shoulders passed 

The fatal spear ; tranftfixt he fell to earth ; 

His armour rang : the victor thus resumed : 

Socus, renowned son of Hippasus, 450 

Thus end thy days, thus Fate hath seal'd thy 
" doom: 

^^ Thou mayst not now escape. Unfortunate ! 

u 



it 



£90 THE IMAD. xt. 

" No weieping pareats 8haU%tliy eyeli<is close 
*^ With decent rites ; the rav'nous bird of prey 
^^ Shall tear thy fleshy, clan^ng his horrid win^ : 
*^ But me when dead all Grecia will entomb." 456 

Thus having said^ he from his wounded side 
And shield the spear of valiant Socus drew : 
The warm blood issuing sudden fear inspired* 

The sons of Troy at sight of hostile blood 49o 
Shouted exulting, and with added force 
Advanced.: Ulysses slowly back retir'd. 
And loudly call'd for aid. Thrice loud as man 
His voice might raise he caird> nor calPd in vain ; 
Him Menelaus brave in battle heard^ 465 

And thus the Telamonian chief addressed : 
^^ Illustrious Ajax, bulwark of our host, 
*' I hear the voice, of prudent Ithacus, 
^ As though surrounded by the nuinerous foe : 
^^ Then haste we to his aid : however brave, 4^0 
^^ I tfemble for his life, by numbers prest : 
" Ulysses slain. all Grecia would lament."' 

He spake; and led the way where heard the 
voice : 
Him Ajax followed like a god in arms. 
Ulysses by the Trojans circled round 475 

They found« As wolves upon the mountain top 



xt. THL ILIAD. 391 

The vr6u»ded slag beset ; fixt iti his side 

Th^ bafbed shiift reitiaias^ though for a time 

Whilst warm <he bkxxi he nimbly bbund along ; 

Fmtiting at length he &1I8^ in the thick wood 480 

An easy pwy to' their devouring jaws ; 

Till by the Itoh sisddeiiiy ^urpris'd 

They fly ; the Jtxrdiy beast alone divoiirs : 

So round UlyBsAs .fertile id resource 

The Trojans liimiemw arid brate advlaric'd ; 485 

His threat' ning s{)ear watds bff impeikding death. ' 

Now vifith his pfoYid'r6us shield like to some towV 
Ajax advanc'd : through fear, oil every side 
The Trcgans fled : then from the battle's rage 
The wounded chi^aiA Menelaus 1^ 4 go 

In safety to bis cai", which near them stood. 

But Ajax rushing on the foe, skw first 
Doryclus son of Priam^ basely born ; 
Th^h Pandocus :. and noV\r beneath his sWord 
Lysander, Pyrasus, Pylattes, fell. 495 

As wheh the torrent s'wola by sudden rain^ . 
Rolls from the niodntaih height -its foaming tide. 
The oak uplrooted and the lofty pipe 
Are hurried down the ste€lp, while to the sea 
The impetuous deluge poufs its turbid flood ; 50b 
So Ajax o'er the plain destruction sprteid, 

u 2 
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Unknown to Hector. On Scamander's banks 
He wag'd the war^ and there the field was strew*d 
With heroes slain^ and endless tumult rose ; 
Where Nestor fought and brave Idomeneus. 505 
There Hector in the midst^ in chariot now^ 
And now on foot^ superior courage show'd. 
And deeds of valorous emprise maintained. 
Nor then had Greece retired and left the fields 
But Paris with his barbed arrow smote 510 

Machaon mighty chief : the rapid shaft 
His shoulder pierc'd^ and checked his bold careen 
the Grecians trembled for the wounded chief; 
When thus Idomeneus : '^ Pride of our host, 
'^ Sage Nestor, hither with thy chariot haste ; 515 
^* With speed Machaon to the ships convey. 
^^ Skiird in the healing art above mankind, 
" Or to apply soft medicine, or extract 

4 

" The barbed shaft ; his loss were great indeed T 

He spake : nor disobey'd the Pylian sage, 530 
But in his car the wounded chief convey'd, 
Machaon^ to the distant ships of Greece. 
Eftsoons Cebriones from far discerned 
The Trojans routed on the distant plain. 
And Hector thus bespoke : " We in the rear 625 
^^ Maintain the doubtful fight, whilst in the van 
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The routed Trojans fly before the foe 
In dread confusion : Ajax mighthy chief 
(I know his sevenfold orb) spreads death around : 
" There hasten we where horse and foot engaged 
^* Conflicting fally and maddening tumult reigns/' 

He spake ; and scourg'd the foaming steeds along: 
Through Greeks and Trojans bounds the rapid car ; 
O'er shields^ o'er heroes^ fetlock deep in gore 
The impetuous coursers rush : distain'd with blood 
The axle groans beneath ; with blood the wheels^ 
The trappings^ and the car^ are purpled o*er. 

Hector all-eager through the thickest ranks 
Burst sudden : tumult through the Grecian files 
Prevaird and dread ; so rag*d the Hectorian spear. 
Whole ranks discomfiting with spear or sword^ 541 
Or ponderous stones^ he ranged the plain along ; 
Yet dar^d he not with Ajax singly fight. 
But Jove supreme the Grecian chief with fear 
Inspired ; astonished and dismayed awhile 54J5 

He stood, and cast hid seVnfold orb behind ; 
And turning oft surveyed the unequal fight ; 
Retiring, but with tardy steps and slo^ir. 

And as when dog^ and herdsmen from the stall 
Repulse the lion's strength, and through the night 
Keeping strict watch, his purpose disappoint 551 
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And maw yomeiow ; natbless he endures. 
By famine prest ; yet friutlesscalt his strength } 
Thick show'r& of arrows^ and the £kimitig tovcb 
Which most be dreads, repel his bold attempt ; 555 
With light he to his den growling retires? 
So Ajax from the battle slow withdrew 
Reluctant^ trembling lor the Grecian fleets 

As the slow s^ the growing crop invades. 
By boys opposed in vain ; nor frequent blows 56o 
. Prevent ; though stiU pursued he eats bis dll. 
So puny their attach ; then scarce retreats ; 
Thus Trojans and allies pui^ue the chief 
Of Telamonian race : the frequent spear 
Rings on his orbid shield: now on the foe 565 

Turning he nnshes, and maintains the war 
Dauntless t now fear persuades disgraceful flight. 
Yet not unmindful to protect the fleet. 
Between contending hosts he stands opposed. 
And bars the road, lest they the ship invade. 5^0 
Throwafrom the hand of many a valiant chief. 
The frequent spear stands fixt witbii^ the shield; 
Whilst others, ere- they reach the destin d mark. 
Fall in midway apd lost in empty air. 
Whom when Eurypyl us, Eua^moo's. son, ' 675 

Encumb'red l^hus with weppon^ numberless 
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PerceivM, jbrtbwitii approaching', yniii his spear 

He Apisaon smote, chief of reaom,. 

The son of Phausius : the fatdl point 

His liver pierc^d^ and instant death ensued* 580 

Euiypylus, intent to spoil the slain^ 
Rush'd forward : him the godlike Paris saw 
Despoiling Apisaon, and prepared 
His bow. The winged shaft unerring flew. 
Pierced through his thigh, and tureaking, left its 
point 585 

Deeply infixt. The wounded chief retir'd 
Within the ranks again, avoiding death. 
And loudly thus^ exclaim'd: ^ Friends, princesr, 

^^ chiefs, 
^^ Now firmly stand, and from united foes 
^^ Save Ajax sorely prest by hostile darts ; Bgo 

^' Or lost our mighty chief : then firmly stand.'* 

Thus sp^e Eurypylus : with> spears upraised 
And shielda opposing, onward rush'd the Greeks^ 
And rallied round their ehief, who slow retired ; 
Then turning to the foe, with dauntless front 595 
Stood : like devouring fir^ the battle rag*d. 

Meantime the cour^ors of the Pyhan chief 
Convey'd Machaon to the Grecian ships* 

Him ta he passed divine Achilles knew> 
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As from his lofily vesseFs stern he view'd 

The labour of the field and mournful flighty 

And to his friend Patroclus quickly calFd 

With elevated voice. He from his tent 

Issu'd like Mars ; in evil hour^ first spurce 

Of all his woes, and thus in answer said : 6o$ 

*^ Why calls Achilles, and with anxious voice V* 

When thus replied Achilles swift of foot : 
^^ O Menoitiades ! friend whom my soul 
^^ Most values, most esteems, soon now I deem 
*^ The Greeks will at my knees pour forth the 
"prayV 6lO 

5f And supplicate my aid, for great their need. 
^' Haste then, Patroclus, Ipv'd of Jove, inquire 
^^ Whom Nestor from the battle wound^ brought; 
^' Like to Machabn, ^sculapius" son, 
" Passing he seem'd ; yet saw I not his face, 6l5 
^^ So quickly flew 1»he rapid steads along/' 

He spake ; Patroclus, to bis friend's request 
Obedient, hastened to the teiits aiid ships. 

And no^ the chiefs at Nestor's tent arrived. 
Eurymedon unyok'd the panting steeds ; 62Q 

Whilst tbey with he^t ppprest first sought the 

breeze 
Fresh coming from the sea, s^nd quick unbound 
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Their corselets, turning to the balmy gale ; 
Then seated in the tent their limbs repos'd. 
The grateful beverage Hecamede prepared, 6^25 

Whom Nestor brought from Tenedos, destroyed 
By Peleus' son (Arsinous was her sire) ; 
Her on the Pylian sage the Greeks bestow'd. 
Of counsel best and wisest, just reward. 

First she the well-wrought polisht table set, 630 
(Of ebony liie feet); then on it plac'd 
A brazen charger which within contained 
An onion highly flavoured, sacred wheat 
Jn purest meal, and honey from the comb. 
Near this the cup she placM with gold embost : 635 
(Nestor from Fyios brought this treasure rare ; 
Four handles graic'd it, and on each were seen 
Two doves in posture stooping as to drink. 
And other two suppcMrting form'd the base ; 
No aged hand the cup when full might lift 640 
Save Nestor only ; light to him the task.) 
The nymph divine thus mix.'d the grateful cup : 
First grated cheese from goat's milk, Pramnian 

wine 
She mingled, and of wheat the purest meal : 
Then to the chiefs pre$ented ; wh6 their thirst 645 
Allaying, with each other converse'held ; 
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When at the tent Manoetius' s<m appeared* 
Him Nestor saw^ and from his seat uprose ; 
And taking by the hand his valued fiiend^ 
Welcomed his coming. He with mildness thus 650 
His courtesy declined : ^^ lUostrious sage^ 
No seat for me ; nor will he brook delay, 
Impetuous hasty, who bath sent me here 
^^ To learn whom wounded to the ships you 
^^ bring. 
I see Machaon ; then permit return, 65d 

That I a Suthful messenger may prove; 
^^ For well thoo know'st, O venerable man! 
^ Achilles prone to blame where blame is none." 
Nestor thus wsw'red : ^^ Does he then ktm^it 
'^ I'he wounded sons of Greece ? He cannot know 
The measure of those griefs our host endures^ 
Our bravest warriors or with sword or spear 
Lie wounded at the ships : great Tydeus* son, • 
Illustrious Diomed ; Ulysses skilFd himself 
" Tq hurl the spear: Atrides too 66* 

^ Is wounded sore, and Wave Eurypylus, 
*^ His thigh transfixed with a barbed shaft, 
•^ This friend I from tihe battle have conveyed 
^^ Thus wounded as you see. But Peleus' son, 
** Brave though he be, nor pities nor regards* 670 
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^^ CN* waits he till the flames consume our ships 
^^ Here on the strond; whilst we, resistance vain, 
'^ Are slaughtered heaps on heaps ? No longer 
" now • 






As heretofore my hmbs firm strength possess. 

O couW my youth return^ and tbrmer strength, 
^ As when with Elis I the battle mov'd, &l^ 

^^ To guard ray spoils by lawful conquest gain'dl 
^^ Then did this arm slay brave Itymoneiis, 
^^ Son of Hyperochus ; (in Elis dwdt 
^^ The ehief.) I drove away the num'rous spoils : 
^^ But he in their defence my shaft received, 681 
^^ And fell. The fright'ned herdsmen fled the 

'' field: 
^^ We the rich booty ftom their pastures took ; 
^^ Of oxen fifty herds, as many flocks 
^ Of sheep ; as many swine, and goats the same : 
^^ Of mares one hundred fifty graced our spoils, 686 
*^ Each with her foal. To Pylos these we drove 
^^ By night. Neleus my sire rejoic'd to find 
" Such treasures crown'd my first essay in arms. 
^* When now returned, heralds aloud procfeiim-d> 6^0 
'^ That all who had on Elis just demands 
*^ Should duly meet and the rich spoil divide, 
^^ For much the Epeians ow*d. There was a time 
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*^ When Pylos much endur'd ; her armies thimi'd 
^^ By the victorious hand of Hercules^ 695 

*^ An4 aU her chief)^ in battle overthrown : 
*^ I of twelve sons alone remained alive 
" To Neleus. Then the Ep^ians swoln with pride 
*^ Heap'd insult upon insult^ wrongs on wrongs. 
^^ ^ herd of oxen Neleus to his share 7^ 

Selected^ and three hundred sheep ; with these 
Their shepherds : (for to him much Elis ow'd.) 
Four steeds unrivaFd in the Olympic games 
(Their prize a golden tripod) Neleus sent 
*^ Augeas^ king of Elis, them detained, 70* 

^^ And sent the charioteer with insult home. 

♦ ■ 

Mov'd by these causes Neleus of the spoil 
A large proportion seized, reprisal just; 
The rest as their demand the people shar'd : 
These I administered ; and to the gods 7^0 

Due sacrifice prepared. Scarce had three days 
Elaps'd when they with horse and foot advanced, 
^* Their whole united force : Motion's sons. 
Young, inexperienced, led the numerous host. 
High on a lofty rock Thryoessa stands, ^Ib 

Near Alpheus' stream, at the extremest bounds 
Of sandy Pylos : thither all her force 
Epeia sent to plunder and destroy. 
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^^ When pass*d the plain, Minerva in the night 
^* Summoned to arms ; nor Pylos disobey'd^ 72O 
'^ All eager fbr the war. Neleus meantime 
My steeds conceard, and strict forbad the war 
To my unequal youth : on foot I went, 
*' Nor yielded tb the horse in deeds of arms 
^^ And valorous acts, for Pallas led the way. 7^^ 
^^ Where Minyus near Arene pours its flood 
^* Into old Ocean^s bosom, there encamped 
*^ The Pylian force waited approaching mom : 
" Prom thence we march*d to Alpheus* sacred 
" stream^ 
All arm'd : there we to Jove supreme prepared 
Due sacrifice : to Alpheus* stream a bull ; 7^1 
** A bull to Neptune ; to the blue-ey'd maid 
*^ An untam'd heifer : then refreshed our host. 
And on the river's margin slept in arms. 
Intent on spoil the Epeians pressed the siege; 735 
Yet great the contest ere success might crown 
'Their hopes ; for when the sun arose, to Jove 
*^ And to Minerva we addressed the prayV, 
^^ And to the onset rush'd. Both armies thus 
'^ Conflicting, first this hand slew Mulius, *^40 

^^ Sonof Augeas, Agamede's spouse, 
*^ Of Actor eldest born ; and seiz*d his steeds : 
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(Fair Agamede^ skill'd each herb to trace 
Of hetling powV which bounteous ea'rtli bestows t) 
Slain by my spear prone in the dust he fell : 745 
I leaped into his car^ and led the van* 
^^ Then trembled all the £4)eian hort^ and fled 
Routed; their chieftaia fltlPn though brave in 

arms» 
Then like the desolating tempest's forte 
'' I rush'd upon the £de. Fall afty cars 750 

I took ; from each twd«rarriors bit the dust^ 
Slain by my spear: nor had Molion's sons 
My force escap'd, but Neptune from the fight 
" In thickest clouds involv'd, preserved tiieir yo6th^ 
*' Then Jove with honour Crown d the Pylian arms. 
" O'er the wide plain with shields and arn^our 
'' strew'd, 756 

" We slew the routed foe, and took the spoil : 
" Nor stay'd till at Buprasium's fields arriv'd, 
^^ Th' Olenian rock, Alesium, and the town 
*^ Of fair Colone ; there we stopp'd pursuit, 760 
^^ So Pallas gave command ; and there I slew 
The last £peian« From Buprasium 
To Pylos we retum'd. Jove first receivM 
Of gods the public thanks, then Neleus' son 
'^ Of men. Such was my youth. Achilles hides 






XI. THE ILIAD. 303 

^^ His valour in revetige, with sorer grief 
*^ Hereafter to lament; when slain our host. 
^^ O friend! Matio^tius gave you this advice 
^^ When he from Phthia to Atrides sent , 

Thee his lov'd son i (Ulysses and myself f 70 
Were there, and heard his words:) where Pele«s 



'^ dwelt 



^6 



« 

'^ Thither we hasf ned, earnest to collect 
*' Th' Achaian forces for our destined war. 
Manoetiu^ there, Achilles and thyself, 
We found* Peleus just then to Jove supreme 
" Due off Ving9 made, and from the golden cup 77^ 
" Pour'd rich libations on the smoking rites : 
" You 1^ prepar d the flesh : we stood without^* 
" Achilles from his seat astonishkl rose, 
^^' And led us by the hand, and seating, gave 780 
^* Courteous reception> as to strangers due. 
After • refreshment I the speech addressed, . 
Persuading you to aid us in the war : 
Both eagerly engaged. Your prudent sires 
Much admonition gave: ^ Be brave, my son, 785 
(Thus counseird Peleus,) ^ and excel in arins.' ' 
To you Manoetius, son of Acitor, said|-» 
" ^ My son, Achilles is of nobler birth, 
^^ ^ But you are old^t ; he in strength excels : 
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' Be it your care sage counsel to suggest, 79^ 
^ And to instruct his youth ; he will obey/ 
^^ Your father thus : but you^ alas! forget. 
^^ Yet even now^ perchance^ he will attend 
'^ Your words, should heav*n assist : still might you 
• " rouse 

^* His soul to arms ; much pow'r hath firiendship*s 
** voice. 79* 

" But if forewam'd by oracles divine, 
** If Thetis, sent by Jove, forbid his aid, 
^^ Let him send forth his Myrmidons with thee, 
^^ If haply thou mayst aid our failing host, 
*^ Glad in his glittering arms : with terror seiz'd, 
^^ Mistaking thee for him, all Troy woul(f*Aee, 801 
^^ And our afflicted host might breathe awhile : 
*^ Fresh troops with ease the wearied foe may drive 
^* Back to their city, from our ships and tents/' 

Thus Nestor spake : his words impressive sank 
Deep in Patroclus' breast. He hasf ned back 806 
To Peleus' son : when at the ships arrived 
Of Ithacus, (for there by custom held 
The chiefs their council, and the seat maintained 
Of justice; there the altar of their gods,) 810 

Just there £uaemon*S/ son, Eurypylus, 
He met, sore wounded in the thigh, escaped 
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Though lame, from battle : (drops of sweat, mean- 

time> 
BedewM his limbs^ and from the rankling wound 
Fast flo^'d the blood, yet unsubdued his mind.) 81* 
Compassion touched his breast ; he stopped, and thus 
In mournful words his suffering friend addressed : ' 

^^ Unhappy Grecian chiefs and counsellors! 
*^ Far from your friends, and from your country far. 
Must you thus satisfy the savage beasts 8120 

On Trojan plains ? Yet say, Eurypylus, 
** Doth Greece sustain the force of Hector's spear, 
^^ Or sink beneath his desolating arm }'* 

* 

Eurypylus replied : ^^ No help remains, 
" Godlike Patroclus ; no protection left 824 

'' To save our fleet frt>m the victorious foe ; 
^^ Our chiefs all wounded, but their strength in-^ 

'^ creas'd: 
^^ Yet help me, and conduct me to my ship ; 
'^ Extract the arrow's point, and cleanse my wound 
^^ With warm ablution and soft medicine 830 

Of healing virtue ; such as Chiron taught 
Achilles, and to you by him made known : 
*^ Of those with us aiost skilFd, one ^t his tent, 
^^ Machaon, wounded, needs like aid himself; 
^^ And Podalirius still maintains the fight/' 835 

X 
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To whom Menoetius' waiiike son replied: 
How may this be^ Eurypylus ? what steps 
May I unblam'd pursue ? To Peieus* scHti 
f' I hasten, with important business chargVi 
*^ From Nestor, chief rever'd, our great support : 
^^ Yet must I not foi^t my valued friend 841 

'^ In this his need.** Thus saying, in his arms 
Supporting to his tent the chief he led. 
The servant strewed the floor, and on the ground 
Extended at his length the hero plac'd : 845 

Patroclus from his thigh the painful shaft 
Cut out ; then cleansed with water pure the wound. 
And Juice of bitter root well bruisM applied. 
Of sovereign powV to heal, and all his pains 
Sudden removed : the blood no longer flow'd. 850 



XII. THE ILIAD. 307 



BOOK XII. 



JL Hus at the tents Menoetius' warlike son 
Heal'd the sore wound of brave Eurypylus : 
Each host meantime renew'd the dreadful fight : 
Nor might the fosse protect, nor ample wall 
Bais'd to secure the fleet from hostile force ; 5 

No sacrifices paid to heavenly powVs, 
That they m^ht guard the ships and the rich spoils 
Within contain d : begun with adverse heav'n 
No works of mortal man^ may long endure ! 
Whilst Hector liv'd and sacred Troy remained, 10 
And swift Achilles cherished dire revenge. 
So long the Grecian wall remained entire : 
But when the bravest of the Trojan host 
Were slain, and sacred Troy to flames consigned ; 
* When the victorious Grecians back returned 1 5 

To their lov'd country, after loss severe; 
Then Neptune and Apollo overthrew 
The wall, and pour'd from Ida's lofty top 
The numerous streams : Rhesus, Heptaporus, 
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Caresusy Rhodlus^ and iEsepus' floods 

Granicus, and Scamander^s sacred stream ; 

And Simois^ whose deep and gulfy tide 

Shields^ helmets^ rolls along, and godlike heroesr 

slain. 
Nine days Apollo turn'd their heady course 
Against the wall ; and with incessant rains 25 

Jove sweird their streams, and delug'd with the* sea 
The unhallow'd work ; Neptune strode on beforei 
Bearing his trident : piles and massy stones 
Shook from their deep foundations, and overwhelmed 
Sank in the flood. The labour of the Greeks 30 
Thus leveird with the rapid Hellespont, 
The wall destroyed, a sandy desert rang'd 
The coast along : each river then restored, 
Roird the pure stream along its wonted course : . 
Phcebus and Neptune this to later times 35 

Reserv'd, and future days. Then rag'd the war 
With clamorous uproar around the wall 
Struck by the frequent spear ; whilst at their ships. 
By adverse Jove subdued, the Greeks remained. 
Dreading the approach of Hector*s vengeful spear, 40 
Which dealt destruction like the whirlwind's force. 

As when on dogs and hunters or the boar 
Or lion turns, and from his eyeballs roUfr 
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Indignant fires^ united they oppose 

The monster's force, and ply the frequent dart ; 46 

JN^or terror nor affright his heart assails 

Though death await him ; sudden oft he turns. 

The yielding ranks give way nor wait the attack : 

Thus Hector mov'd tumultuous, and his host 

Ui^d to.o'erleap the fosse, whilst at the brink 50 

The sjiorting steeds started, nor dar'd the assault ; 

So deep the trench^ so difficult the pass^ 

Guarded by palisadoes strong ^nd large, 

Fixt by the Grecians to repel the foe ; 

Thus rendered or to chariot or to horse 55 

:lm{^gnable. When now the bold emprise 

To infantry alone, as suited best, 

Polydamas assigned, and thus addressed 

Hector with counsel just : ^^ Illustrious chief 

^* Of Troy, and all ye leaders and allies, 6o 

^^ Unwisely with our horse do we attempt 

" The fosse, of access dangerous. With stakes 

^^ Sharpened thick set, and by th? Grecian wall 

" Defended, wher^ no horse m?iy well engage, 

^^ Pent in, to missiye weapons most exposed : 65 

" But if great Jove to Greece destruction seud ; 

f^ If he assist the Trojans, (and may Heaven 

*^ Propitious he?ir, ipind grant my earnest pr?iy'r!) 



310 "THE ILIAC XII. 









O may they perish from their country far. 
And be this glorious day the last of Greece ! ^0 
But should they turn again ; should they repulse 
Our troops hemm'd in between the fosse and wall, 
*^ Scarce might a messenger escape to Troy 
With tidings of our sad discomfiture. 
Attend what I advise : here by the fosse 7^ 

Let horse and chariot stand in order rang'd, 
*^ Whilst we all arm'd on foot rush on the foe, 
" And Hector lead the way ; they will jiot long 
** Sustain the attack ; o'er their devoted heads 
^^ Stern fate impends, and dark destruction low'rs/' 
Thus spake the chief; nor Hector disapproved, 81 
But leapM all armed from his glitt'ring car; 
By his example led, each Trojan chief 
Dismounting gave in charge that at the fosse 
His chariot and his steeds should ready stand : 85 
On foot they form'd, and all in order rang'd 
Five columns deep, waited their chiefs' commands. 
Led on by Hector and Polydamas, 
The bravest Trojans, eager to engage. 
Anticipate success even at the ships 90 

The feeble barrier pass'd. Cebriones 
With these march'd on ; the chariot and the steeds 
Left with some warrior of inferior note. 
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So Hector gave command : and next to these 
Paris, Agenor, and Alcathous. 95 

Deiphobus and Helenas led on 
The third division, Priam's noble sons, 
With Asius, valiant son of Hyrtacus, 
Whom the bright coursers of superior size 
From Sellers stream and fair Arisbe bore. 100 

w£neas next, Anchises' warlike son. 
Led on his martial bands ; with whom advanced 
Archelochus and Acamaa, the sons 
Of brave Antenor, skilVd in feats of arms : 
Sarpedon next led on the allies of Troy, 105 

With Glaucus and Asteropaeus, chiefs 
Of high renown, and famM for martial deeds. 
And now with shields compact in firm array 
Onward they mov'd, with ardent courage fir'd. 
To storm the camp and bum the Grecian fleet. 110 
Thus Trojans and allies obey'd the voice 
And prudent counsel of Polydamas ; 
Asius, the valiant son of Hyrtacus, 
Alone refused to quit his glitf ring car : 
Eager the foremost to pursue the foe 115 

Routed, and pour destruction on the fleet; 
Improvident ! nor might he thus avert 
Impending fate ; nor might the steeds, his pride, 
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Convey him back to Ilium's lofty walls^ 

Slain by the spear of great Idomeneus* 1 ^Q 

First to the left he steered his r^pid course^ 

Where to the camp and ships a pprt^l stood 

Of access easy, open to receive 

And save the wounded or retreating foe. 

Thither he furious drove : his troops pursued 12S^ 

And shouted loi|d, with ardent hope elate 

To slay the routed Greeks, vid bum their ships. 

Unwisely! at the gates two chiefs they found, 

Sons of the Lapithae ; Leonteus this. 

That Polypoetes nam'd, of matchless force ; 13Q 

Before the gate they stood. As lofty oaks. 

Pride pf the forest, on the mountain's brow 

Deeprrooted stand unmoved amid the storm 

And t^^mpest of the sky from age to age ; 

So these, confiding in their hardy strength 135 

And prowess, stood upmov'd, and brav'd the attack 

Of Asius, whosje confederate bands with shields 

Uplifted, to the \yaU ^houtiqg j^dvanc'd ; 

Asius, Orestes, anjd laimenos, 

(Enomaus, Thpon, Athamas, jth/air chiefs. 1 40 

The darii^ sons of LapithsB within 

The walls exhort the Greeks to guard their ships ; 

But, when advaup'd the foe, aud tumult reign'd 
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And fear appall'd the Greeks, then forth they rush'd 
Undaunted, and alone sustained the war. 145 

As two wild boars, who in the mountain brave 
The hunters' shouting and thp cry of dogs. 
Obliquely rushing down the woody steep. 
Uproot the forest with their foaming tusks 
Champing, till, pierc'd by nymproim stfokas, they 
die; 150 

So on their breast sounded the shining brass 
3mote by the frequent spear ; so bravely dar'd 
The dauntless sons of Lapithaean race 
Encouraged by their friends, who from the walls 
And battlements hurl'd show'rs of pond'rous stones. 
If haply they might guard their tents and ships 15$ 
From threatened ruin : thick as pelting hail 
JPour d from the low'ring tempest on the ground. 
Borne by the force of winds ; so from each host 
The missive weapons pour, from frequent strokes 
Helmets and shields resound oi^ every side. l6l 

Then deeply groaning with indignant rage 
Thus Asius rash exclaimed : ^' And art thou false, 
** Great Jove ? for such I deem thee, since the foe 
^' Dare thus resist our arms. As wasps or bees l65 
f^ Which by so?pe road have form'd their hollow 
^^ nest. 



314 THE ILIAD. xii. 

" And pour in numbers to defend their young ; 
*^ So from the gate, disdaining base retreat, 
^^ Two chiefs alone our numerous forces brave, 
" Nor yield till slain or captur'd in the field.** 170 
Thus Asius spake : but not by words like 
these 
Was changed the mind of Jove, intent to give 
The honour of that day to Hector*s arm. 
Nor there alone, but at each several gate 
Conflicting arms engag'd, which to recount 175 
Were difficult, unless some powV divine 
The song inspire; for through the whole extent 
Of wall the battle as consuming fire 
Rag*d, whilst by hard necessity impelled 
The sorrowing Grecians guarded still their ships. 
And favouring deities their fate deplor'd. 181 

X 

Now the dread Lapithae to battle mov*d. 
First Polypoetes pierc'd the brazen casque 
Of Damasus ; the spear transfixed the bone, 
EntVed the brain, and staid his bold career : 185 
Pylon and Ormenos then breathless fell 
Beneath his sword. Leonteus through the belt 
Wounded Hippomachus ; then rushing on 
The crowded ranks, first with his faulchion slew 
Autiphatus ; then Menon felt his force ; I90 



xir. THE ILIAD. 815 

Orestes next^ and brave lamenos, 

In quick succession dying, heap'd the plain* 

Whilst these victorious reap'd the glittVing spoils^ 
TThe braver Trojans crowded round their chiefs 
Polydamas and Hector, fully bent 195 

To force the pass and burn the ships with fire. 
Whilst yet debating at the fosse they stood 
Impatient for the fight, the bird of Jove 
Aloft in air between each host appear d. 
Whose talons grasp'd a serpent's scaly fortn 200 
Of size enormous, bleeding yet alive. 
And eager for revenge ; with sudden turn 
Writhing its tortuous folds, beneath the breast 
It fix'd the wound : pain'd by the sudden stroke 
Before the Trojan chiefs he dropp'd his prey, 205 
And loudly screaming wing'd his rapid flight. 
Whilst each beholder terror-struck surveyed 
The speckled monster, signal of high Jove, 
Polydamas great Hector thus address'd : 

" Hector, my sentiments you often blame 210 
" Though just and right ; yet would it ill become 
^^ A citizen in council or in war 
" Other advice to give than what might aid 
^^ Thy pow'r, and vindicate his country's cause : 
" So win I now declare what seemeth best. 215 
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^* No further let us urge this vain attack : 
" Mark but the event. If, as I deem, the bird 
*^ Of Jove be sent a token to our host, 
" Whose talons grasp'd a serpent's scaly form 
Of size enormous, bleeding yet alive, 220 

But dropp'd his prey ere at his nest arriv'd, 
" Nor gave it to his young ; so surely we. 

Though bui*st the solid gates and passed the wall 
By force superior, though r^puls'd the Greeks ; 
^^ Yet from the ships shall foul disconpifiture 225 
*^ By the same road drive back our routed host. 
And many heroes fall beneath the foe 
Contending at the ships : who reads the signs 
'* This truth must know, 8^nd what he knqws den 
'.' clare," 
When Hector sternly thus : " Polydamas, 230 
** Thy counsel pleaseth not ; thou might' st advise 
" Far better ; or if this thou deemest best, 
'^ And spoken from the heart, some adverse god 
Hath of intelligence thy mind bereft. 
Wouldst thou that I reject Jove's high behest. 
His nod propitious, his direct command, . 236 
To follow what ? the devious flight of birds 
On airy pennons borne : I heed them not. 
Whether to hail the orient beam of light 
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Eastward they take their course; or to the west> 
To darkness and to night : we Him alone 
Obey who reigns o'er gods and men supreme : 
One omen to defend my country's cause 
My soul acknowledgeth both first and best. 
*^ What I dost thou dread the war? thou need's! 
" not fear : 245 

^ Though we all perish at the Grecian ships^ 
^* Thy coward heart will never dare the fight. 
^^ Yet note it well : shouldst thou or fly thyself, 
*^ By fancied omens led, or others move 
^^ To flight, this spear shall fix thee to the ground." 
He spake, and led them on: with clamorous 
shouts 
They followed : when from Ida's lofty top 
The mighty Thund'rer sent a chilling blast 
Full on the ships ; the dust in whirlwind flew. 
And damp'd the spirit of the Grecian host : 255 
Whilst by the favourable omen led. 
The Trojan chiefs anticipate success 
And storm the wall. The lofty battlements, 
ThjB massy piles displac'd on every side. 
In ruins fall. Nathless the Grecian host 260 

Maintain their ground, and by their orbed shields 
Protected, from the wall repel the foe : 



aia THE ILIAD, XII. 

Each Ajax rallies^ and from tow'r to tow'r 
Their courage rouses^ and exhorts to arms 
Or by persuasive words or threats severe : 265 

" Brave Grecians^ ye who most excel in arms ; 
^^ And ye, since various are the gifts of heaven, 
*^ Who fill the humbler walks, most urgent need, 

m 

" As well ye know, demands the aid of all : 

^* Here then defend your ships, nor once look back;. 

*^ Right onward press the foe, with one consent 270 

^^ Uniting : yet again propitious Jove 

*^ May crown our efforts with desir d success, 

^ And drive our enemies again to Troy." 

Thus they the Greeks exhorted to the fight. 2Tb 
As when great Jove prepares the winter's storm 
Of snow, thick fiakes on every side descend^ 
The weapons of the god ; and every wind 
Is hush'd asleep ; the lofty mountain top. 
Each craggy summit, each projecting rock, 280 
The fertile plain and cultivated fields 
Are cov'red o'er ; each port and winding shore. 
All but the wasteful ocean, when the storm 
Of angry Jove frequent and thick descends : 
So flew from either host thick showVs of stones, 285 
From Trojan now, and now from Grecian hands 
Thrown vehement ; and noise and tumult reign'd. 
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Nor then had Hector burst the poud'rous gates 
And massy bars, but that all-pow'rf ul Jove 
Inspired with martial flame his godlike son S90 
Sarpedon to attack the Grecian wall : 
Forthwith his shield he high in air advanc'd^ 
Of curious workmanship, whose brazen folds 
Thick hides inclos'd, whose orb with studded gold 
Encircled shone, high polish'd, beautiful, S9& 

Wrought by no common hand ; then onward mov'd 
Grasping two spears. As from the mountain*s brow 
The famish'd lion to the plain descends 
Dauntless, by hunger urg'd to boldest deeds ; 
Now tries jthe stalls though herdsmen arm'd appear. 
And dogs and weapons guard the sheltered herd, 301 
Yet doth he scorn retreat, nor quits the stall. 
But or the fence o'erleaping, rends his prey. 
Or wounded in the dangerous conflict dies : 
Urg'd by the love of fame, by glory fir'd, 305 

Divine Sarpedon then the wall attacked. 
Eager to storm the breach, and thus bespoke 
Glaucus, tbe son of brave Hippolochus : 

" Why, Glaucus, do we hold the foremost seats 
" And highest honours at the festive board ? 310 
^^ The choicest viands and the flowing cup 
^^ In Lycia ? why as gods admir d by all ? 
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^ And large possessions hold by Xanthus* stream^ 
^ Fertile in vinyards and the yellow crop 
^^ Of golden Ceres ? It behoves us then SIS' 

** As chiefs in Lycia to excel in fight^ ^j. # 

*^ And foremost dare the dangers of the £^d ; 
^^ That all amoagst the Lycian bands mav^y^ 
*' ^ Our chiefs deserve those honours they receive, 
^Nor feast inglorious at their country's cost, 320 
^ Quaffing rich mne, but dare the battle's rage, 
*^ * In honour first, and first in deeds of arms/ 
" Might yve, my friend (escaped this dangVous war). 
Live privileged from age, and be as gods 
Immortal, I should not thus rashly fight, 32d 
Nor urge thee to this hazardou|5 emprise ;, 
But now, since thousand deaths on every side 
Encompass^ us around^ which or to fly 
^* Or to avoid is not for mortal many 
" Let us advance, and glory be the prizfel" 33d 

Thus spake the chief; nor Glaucus disobeyed. 
But onward led the numerous Lycian bands : 
Whom when Menestheus, son of Peteus, saw, 
(For to his post direct they bent their march,) 
With fear assaiPd he turn'd his eager looks 335 

If haply he might find some warrior chief 
To aid the doubtful war and check the foe. 
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The valiant son of Telamon he saw, 

And Teucer ; yet to call thetn was in vain ; 

So great the noise, sucb shouting rent the air, 340 

And shieUi ^ and helmets from the frequent stroke 

Of spears loOunded : so at every gate 

The confl: t dire prevail'd ; so press'd the foe. 

Eager on every side to force their way, 

And entrance gaiii ; when to Thobtes thus 345 

Menestheus spake : ^^ Hasten with speed and call, 

O blameless herald, either Ajax here : 

Urgent the need, for this way tends the foe, 
*^ And havoc is at hand ; the Lycian chiefs 
^^ This way tumultuous march as heretofore 350 
^^ With force impetuous, eager to engage : 
*^ But, should the conflict there demand their stay, 
" Let Telamonian Ajax lend his aid, 
^^ And Teucer skilled to aim the fatal shaft." 355 

He spake : Thootes hasf ned to obey. 
And thus the Telamonian chief addressed : 

" Illustrious warrior, bulwark of our host, 
^' Brave Peteus' son Menestheus craves your aid 
" At yonder tower to repel the assault: 
'^ Urgent the need, for thither tends the foe, 36o 
^^ And havoc is at hand ; the Lycian chiefs 
^^ Thither as heretofore tumultuous march 



; 



3M tUE ILIA6. 



icru 



1 



'^ With force impetuonsr/ eager to engage t 
'* But, should the conflict htere your stay demaiid^^ 
'^ Let Telamonian Ajax thithcHT go^ 665 

'' And Teucer, skiira to aim the fttel shaft." 

He spake : nor Aj« disobey'd his voice. 
But to Oi'Ieus* son these words address^ : 
^y Ajax, do you with Lycomedes here 
^^ The Greeks encourage, and maintain the fight ; 
" I yonder go to aid the doubtful war; 3/1 

" The foe repuls'd I will again return/* 

Thus saying he departed, and with him 
Teucer (whose well-wrought bow Pkndion bore), 
A grateful succour to the wearied troop 3J^5 

With Mnestheus, at whose post sore pressed they 
fought. 

The Lyeian chiefs, impetuous as the storm, 
ScaFd the high battlements, and urg'd the assault 
With furious onset and the shout of war. 

First with a stone of more than common size 380 
Ajax Epicles slew, Sarpedon*s friend ; * 
A fragment of the wall ; scarce from the ground 
The strongest youth in these degenerate ds^s ' 
Might raise the cumbrous mass : high pois'd in air 
He bore aloft^ then hurl'd it on the foe, 385 

Whose casque receir'd, nor might sustain the force. 
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In pieces crwht, it mash'd jdie bQpe within ; 
And, as la diver^ from the towV he fell. 
Then Glancus, son o£ ibrave Hippblochus, r 

_ » 

By Teuoer wcmmledi from tb? fi^t withdrew ; Sgo 
When rushing to the wall the barbed shaft 
Pierc'd thepi^i his arm: back from the wall he 

leap'd ;. r ; ' 

Uniic^ic'd, lest tha fqe .shouldrriiE^sijilt ^d4 
And boasting words.. Y^t didSarpedpn grieve, 
His friend thus wounded: i^t^lessi he renewed 39^ 
The convict, imd Alcmaon with bJB -sp^^ 
Trans^x'd; b^la«g he %U, his armour rang. 
Nor staid Sarpedon, but with utm^ost strength 
Grasping the^^mbaldJecLAi^fiU^ fart^i^ brdrs^g*d 
The cumbrous ruin smoking to the ground ;. 400 
The wid'ned>breac^.#9|M^fff<d ; -there o4ya?^»taid> 
And Teucer, b|s f assi^lt^ wths • pe$ir i^nd shi^ ; ^ 
This through the WeUt«wro^ght belt, (but Jove his son 
Protecting sav'd, nor sirred. at the shi[f|G^ 
To fall^) that on' his orbed shield with .force 405 
Great Ajax smote,.and staid!his fierce attack : 
He ceas'd awhile yfet didf he soorn retreat, 
For glory led htm on, but thus his troops 
Exhorted : ^^ Do ye then remit the fight, 
'^ O Lycians! and to tne alone consign 410 

Y 2 
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^^ The perilous emprize to force a way 

^^ E'en to the ships ? then foUovr where 1 lead : 

^' Where numbers aid^ the work suoseed^h best.^ 

He spake : the Lycians shoutii^ preos'd ait>und 
Their chief; nor less the Greeks within die waM • 
Their force collected : arduous vizs the fight ; 4l6 
For neither might the Lycians to the ships ' 
A passage gain, nor might the Greeks tepdlse 
The Lycian phalanx to the wall advanced. 

As when two men, tenacious of their right 420 
(Their measure and their tallies in their hands), 
In common field dispute the unsettled claim,^ 
And for small portion earnestly contend : 
So at the wall conflicting hosts engaged, *" ' 
The battlements dividing each from each. 425 

Corselets and shields and helmets from the strokes 
Resounded ; blood on every side appeared,—- 
Or where retreat stain'd with disgraceful wound. 
Or through the opposing shield the weapon flew 
Resistless in its course : with blood the towVs, 430 
With blood the battlements are covVed o'er. 
And Greeks and Trojans equal loss sustain* 
As when dome poor but honest band suspends 
The levelUd scales and weighs the fleeiy }ram, 
The daily task, the careful matron's w6rk, 435 
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Whose labour thus her children's wants supplies ; — 

So doubtfiiiUjr the fight sui^nded stood^ ^ 

Nor either hest.preVaii'd : wh^i mighty Jove 

To Hector 'gave the glory of the day. 

To fence' the barrier, and to burst the gates, 440 

Who thus his troops encouiag'd to the assault : 

^^ Now warlike Trojans, to the breach once more! 
^^ Now faoreak we tht»ugh, and bum their ships with 

'' fire 
^ Unquenchable T He spake, and led them on : 
Encouraged by his words, in close array 445 

Right on they mareh'd, and with uplifted spears 
The battlements assaiUd, and scaFd the wall* 

Then Hector seia'd a stone of wondrous size. 
Rough, pointed, craggy, near the gate it lay ; 
Not two the strongest swains might ftota the ground 
With ease uplift and place it on the wain 451 

As vaexn are now ; he raifr'd it high in air. 
For Jove had made it light ; the shepherd thus 
Bears the rich fieece with ease, nor feels its weight : 
So Hector to the well^onstructed gates, 455 

Whose massy bars with doable bolt secur'd 
The lofty portal, bore the enormous mass 
Advancing near, then with collected force 
Straining each nerve discharged the cumbrous load. 
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Riv'n by its weight the solid planks gave way^ 
The brazen hinges burst ; within the gates 461 
Borne by its force the cra^y ruin fell. 

Then Hector^ dreadful as the shades of nighty 
Rush'd through the breach^ from his resplendent 

arms 
Of polisht brass blaz'd terror and dismay ; 465 

Two spears aloft he bore ; nor less than gods 
Had checked his course^ so fierce his eye-balls glar'd ; 
Then bade advance his host and scale the walls ; 
They o'er the battlements or through the gate 
Obedient to his voice ru|h'd on amain. 470 

The routed Greeks retreated to their ships ; 
Tumult and noise^ and shouting rent the sky. 
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